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Increasing Malnutrition In North-east Nigeria: 
The time to act is now

An INTERSOS, UNICEF and OCHA collaboration
By: Nneka Egbuna, Folashade Adebayo and Christina Powell
Edited by: Christine Cool

Photo: OCHA/Christina Powell. Bilkisu, 23, sits with her daughter Hadija, 1, on the baby’s fifth day of treatment for severe acute malnutrition in the nutrition 
inpatient therapeutic care centre (stabilization centre) run by Première Urgence Internationale in Ngarannam PHCC in Bolori II ward of Maiduguri.

Malnutrition puts the most vulnerable people at risk. In north-
east Nigeria, millions are “food-insecure”, which means they do 
not know when or where their next meal will be coming from. 
People across the region face this threat to survival on a daily 
basis. 

Ibrahim, a two-year-old boy from Maiduguri, is in a place that 
no parent would wish to see their child. He should be playing 
with his two older siblings in their home in Bolori area, Borno 
State capital. Instead, to save his life, his mother Falmata, has 
admitted him to a nutritional stabilization center. A stabilization 
center (SC) is an in-patient medical facility that treats severely 

malnourished children with medical complications. Children 
with these complications are 11 times more at-risk of dying 
than normal children. Falmata and Ibrahim are in an SC that 
is managed by Première Urgence Internationale (PUI), located 
in the Ngarannam Primary Health Care Center (PHCC) in 
Maiduguri. 

Thanks to support from PUI, the Ngarannam PHCC is able to 
offer free access to health services for thousands of patients 
a month, mostly internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the 
surrounding host community. 
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Photo: OCHA/Christina Powell. Ibrahim, 2, on his second day of treatment 
in the PUI stabilization Centre in Ngarannam PHCC, Maiduguri.

Immune systems too weak to fight

Mothers and caregivers are also educated on how to nourish 
and feed the child. The latter is a huge challenge in the midst of 
this food security crisis, since the mothers are so malnourished 
themselves that they can no longer produce milk, nor do they 
have the means to purchase food. 

For Ibrahim and other children across north-east Nigeria, 
the nutritional situation is deeply concerning, and presents a 
dangerous impediment to daily survival. 

An estimated 1.14 million children aged 0-59 months are acutely 
malnourished in the north-east. Levels of acute malnutrition in 
Borno and Yobe States are the highest recorded since 2016. 
When people, especially children, are chronically malnourished, 
their immune systems are weakened, which means they become 
more susceptible to illnesses that are otherwise preventable in 
those with stronger immunity.

There is nothing that pains a mother more than watching 
helplessly as her sick child gets treated; the distress on Falmata’s 
face is evident. 

The PUI medical staff at the SC busily attend to Ibrahim as he 
lays still, depleted of energy on the bed. He is so small that no 
one would guess he was two years old. The staff move quickly 
and assuredly with a confident competence that indicates that 
they have treated children like Ibrahim one too many times, they 
are used to it. 

Ibrahim’s mother, Falmata, 25, dreams for her three children 
to one day be well-educated. That dream seems far off as she 
faces the daily struggle of providing them with even basic food 
needs. Normally, the family is able to eat once per day; on a good 
day they are able to eat twice, but never do they get the comfort 
of three meals a day. 

Malnutrition cases like Ibrahim’s are taking place in a context of 
a debilitating food security crisis.

Photo: OCHA/Christina Powell. Falmata sits with her son Ibrahim on the 
bed in the stabilization center managed by Première Urgence Internationale 
in Ngarannam PHCC. 

Violence and insecurity feed this food crisis

This food security crisis is one of many consequences of the 
violent conflict that north-east Nigeria has been plagued with for 
12 years. Over two million people across Borno, Adamawa and 
Yobe states have been displaced by conflict. 

Severe acute malnutrition (SAM) admissions in nutrition 
treatment centers are at the highest levels since surveillance 
started in 2017. This is caused by high rates of food insecurity 
due to increased food prices, high prevalence of diarrheal 
diseases including cholera and the influx of IDPs arriving from 
inaccessible areas (30% of which have acute malnutrition). In 
the face of these staggering needs, there are only 32 operational 
SCs across north-east Nigeria, against a requirement of 80. To 
put it simply—if there were 100 children suffering from SAM, 
only an estimated 40 per cent of them would be able to receive 
the treatment they need. 

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) reported that with the 
alarming number of admissions in their five SCs (four in Borno, 
one in Yobe) over the last three months there is not enough room 
to admit more patients and help more people. This underscores 
the wider trend of rising malnutrition with rates exceeding those 
of previous years. This trend is shown in the recorded levels of 
global acute malnutrition (GAM) from 2016-2021: 
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In Borno, Adamawa and Yobe states, 4.4 million people need 
food assistance. Fifty per cent of households have reported their 
food consumption is inadequate. Food insecurity both causes 
the onset of malnutrition and can also severely complicate 
recovery efforts. Although the recovery rate for severe acute 
malnutrition is high after eight weeks of intensive treatment in 
PUI’s outpatient therapeutic programmes (OTP), many patients 
return to the same food-insecure environment that put them at 
risk of malnutrition in the first place.

“Look at the mothers, they have not eaten,” said Dr. Goni of 
Mashamari Primary Health Center (PHC) in Maiduguri, “I have 
been working here since 2017 and we have never had this high 
number of cases.”  Dr. Goni stressed the impact of increasing 
food prices that has either reduced or completely taken away 
people’s ability to purchase food. 

When speaking about rising inflation and its impact on food 
security, Dr. Goni continues, “This is the first time that the price 
of beans will surpass rice. Even millet is expensive. It is common 
to see IDP children from Muna IDP camp present with oedema 
[fluid retention], a clear indication of food shortage.” 

Despite appearances, a child with a distended belly is not full, 
rather, it is an alarming indication that he/she is malnourished. 

Photo: UNICEF/Folashade Adebayo. Mothers sit with their children outside 
Mashamari Stabilization Centre stabilization center hoping to have their 
children admitted for treatment.

An act of compassion paves the way forward

Aisha, an 8-month-old baby, was brought by her grandmother 
to Maiduguri with nothing when they fled an attack by non-
state armed groups. When her mother died there was no one to 
breastfeed Aisha. She was severely malnourished when she was 
brought to the SC at the State Specialist Hospital in Maiduguri, 
supported by INTERSOS, in partnership with the Borno State 
Ministry of Health, World Health Organization (WHO) and 
UNICEF.

At the SC, Aisha rejected any breastmilk substitute, leaving staff 
worried for her survival. A mother in the SC saw the deteriorating 
situation and shared a small amount of her breast milk to feed 
Aisha. This compassionate act saved the baby from starvation 
and prompted the establishment of a breastmilk bank to help 
others as well.

“Because of Aisha, the milk bank was created,” said Dr. Atilio 
Rivera-Vasquez, the Medical Coordinator of INTERSOS Nigeria. 
“She was orphaned on the way to Maiduguri with her mother and 
others escaping the insurgency. She is now eight months old 
and has started normal food.”

INTERSOS supports the screening of approximately 15,000 
children per month for acute malnutrition, from ten hard-to-
reach local government areas (LGAs). They are able to reach this 
number through community nutrition mobilizers, the mothers of 
the children in care groups, and community volunteers. 

Photo: INTERSOS/Nneka Egbuna. A young mother holds her baby while 
being treated by an INTERSOS nurse at the SC in the State Specialist 
Hospital, Maiduguri.

PUI also uses a wide network of community volunteers to tackle 
malnutrition. The NGO, which operates SCs in both Maiduguri 
and Monguno, regularly reaches 2,550 individuals through the 
117 mother care groups that it supports.

The care groups engage pregnant and lactating women to 
equip them with the skills and knowledge on maternal, infant 
and young child nutrition to improve nutrition outcomes in 
the community. The community volunteers communicate key 
messages on information and services for malnutrition, teach 
the community how to use local food in nutritious ways and 
provide other guidance on prevention. 

Despite major funding gaps and access challenges, humanitarian 
actors are working together to deliver life-saving assistance to 
respond to north-east Nigeria’s emergency nutritional needs. 
The Nutrition Sector coordinates the collective response of 
government institutions, United Nations agencies, international 
and national NGOs. Partners have the expertise and willingness 
to scale-up response activities, but of the USD$129M required 
for nutrition in the 2021 Humanitarian Response Plan for Nigeria 
only 27 per cent has been received.

While malnutrition continues to be the hardest on the most 
vulnerable people, children like Ibrahim and Aisha are the ones 
suffering the most. For them, and people across north-east 
Nigeria, this malnutrition crisis is too dangerous for inaction. 
Others are already mobilized and treating cases but they need 
all of us to ensure they continue to have the means to save more 
lives of children suffering from malnutrition. 

Donate today to the Nigeria Crisis Relief fund: 
https://crisisrelief.un.org/t/nigeria 
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Handwashing Helps A Displaced Family Live Disease-Free 

Folashade Adebayo, Communication Officer, UNICEF Nigeria

Four years after a cholera outbreak claimed 39 lives, including 
children at the Muna Garage IDP Camp in north-east Nigeria, 
a family stays disease-free through regular handwashing with 
soap. Bale Bulama still lives with his family in the same shelter 
he was allocated when he first arrived at the Muna Garage IDP 
Camp in Maiduguri, north-east Nigeria in 2016. But unlike then, 
a medium-size black handwashing station now stands at the 
entrance of his compound for the use of visitors and family 
members.

“I personally make sure there is always water and soap in the 
container,’’ said Bulama, a former farmer displaced from Dikwa. 
“There is no excuse. You must wash your hands here before and 
after eating or using the toilet.” 

Photo: UNICEFNigeria/2021

The 62-year-old says these practices likely kept the camp from 
a recurrence. 

Bulama lost two children - a 13-year-old boy and an 8-year-
old girl - to the cholera outbreak that rocked the state in 2017. 
Across five LGAs that year, there were 5,365 recorded cases of 
cholera, resulting in 61 deaths. Muna Garage IDP camp was the 
epicenter, with 1,408 cases and 39 deaths.

“It was the darkest point of my life,” said Bulama. “But what can 
we do? We have nobody else to blame. We were not keeping 
necessary hygiene regulations like handwashing. It was very 
painful, but we thank God that there has not been another 
outbreak since then. We have learned our lessons.”

Like other families in the camp, Bulama and his family observe 
good hygiene practices by keeping their environment clean, 
shunning open defecation, regularly washing their hands with 
soap, and making sure drinking containers have tight lids.

Indeed, the five-year-old camp with over 50,000 residents 
has been free of water-borne diseases since 2017. Even the 
September 2021 cholera outbreak, one of the worst in recent 
times, did not affect any families at the camp.

But grief stalked the camp during the 2017 cholera outbreak. 
A UNICEF assessment of the causes found that household 
transmission was the main mode of transmission and spread of 
the disease, followed by transmission in public places and the 
contamination of water sources. 

To keep children free of water-borne diseases at the camp, UNICEF 
has partnered with the Centre for Integrated Development and 
Research (CIDAR) to install handwashing stations and distribute 
hygiene kits to more than 8,000 households. 

With support from the UK’s Foreign Commonwealth and 
Development Office (FCDO), UNICEF also ramped up hygiene 
promotion services and removal of solid waste, installed 
nine boreholes for safe drinking water and constructed 1,164 
emergency latrines and 608 showers for residents.

A chronic sanitation challenge

Conflict and displacement in north-east Nigeria have worsened 
existing sanitation and hygiene challenges in the region. Over 
75 per cent of water, sanitation and hygiene infrastructure, 
including more than 200 health facilities, have been destroyed in 
the 12-year-long conflict. The resulting displacement of farming 
and fishing communities has further impoverished households 
in the region, resulting in the loss of disposable income needed 
to buy basic hygiene necessities like bars of soap, kettles and 
containers with lids to store water.

Children under 5 years old are particularly at risk of dying from 
avoidable infections among displaced populations living in 
overcrowded settings with high rates of open defecation and 
low rates of handwashing. 

In Borno State, only 14 per cent of households have access to 
soap and handwashing facilities in their premises and just 18 
per cent have such access in Yobe State. Worse, 16 per cent of 
the population in Borno still practice open defecation, while the 
figure is even higher, at 32 per cent, in Yobe.

Photo: UNICEFNigeria/2021
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UNICEF and its partners are providing an integrated sanitation 
response to keep children and women safe in IDP camps 
across the north-east. Efforts include establishing sanitation 
committees in IDP camps, regularly removing fecal matter, as 
well as repairing of toilets and latrines through the efforts of 
WASH committee members in the camps.

But, according to experts, handwashing with soap before and 
after eating and using the toilet remains one of the most potent 
defenses against infection, especially in children. To enable 
more handwashing, UNICEF produced some 699,700 liters of 
water from nine boreholes and established 25 water collection 
points around Muna Garage IDP Camp. 

Fanne, one of Bulama’s daughters, collects water daily from 
one of the points, located just 25 metres away from the family’s 
shelter. The water point has served Bulama’s household and 
others with clean drinking water for months. 

“We have enough jerry cans with covers to store water for a short 
time. We do not hoard water because it is always available at the 
boreholes. I don’t spend a lot of time fetching water because it 
is always flowing. UNICEF is even repairing water pumps from 
water facilities provided by others. So, we are never out of water,’’ 

said Fanne.

But to reduce the frequency of cholera outbreaks across north-
east Nigeria, Mamita Bora Thakkar, UNICEF WASH Manager in 
Maiduguri, said stakeholders must focus on institutionalizing 
and internalizing handwashing behaviour among communities 
and in institutions in the IDP camps and host communities. 

“We recognize that change in hand hygiene needs to happen in 
multiple settings, and requires significant advances in the short, 
medium and long term through government leadership,” she 
said.

“Information alone is not enough to change people’s practices. 
Behaviour change requires systematic approaches and 
community engagement strategies, alongside sustainable and 
affordable access to soap, appropriate handwashing facilities, 
local innovations and innovative partnerships, strong systems 
and sector capacities,’’ Mamita Bora Thakkar said. 

Please see the original story here on the UNICEF website: https://
www.unicef.org/nigeria/stories/handwashing-helps-displaced-
family-live-disease-free 

Photo: UNICEFNigeria/2021
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From a Borrowing Housewife to a Thriving Business Owner: 
The Kulu Wakili Story
By Christian Aid (CAID)

Kulu Wakili is a local rice processor and seller based in Kumbo 
Community in Shani LGA, Borno State. She started her rice 
business in June 2019 when she received seed money from 
Christian Aid through the World Food Programme (WFP) funded 
Multi-Sectoral Project (MSP) project. 

With the 12,000 Naira, Kulu bought a bag of rice and started her 
business and since then she has been making money for herself 
and her family.

Kulu is a mother of two children, and before the project she had 
no means of earning or contributing financially to her family, she 
and her children were dependent on the income of her husband. 
However, since she started her business, she has been able to 

buy personal items for herself and her children. She can now 
support herself comfortably and contribute to the household 
economy.

“Before I used to go and borrow money but now, I have my own 
money from my business”, says Kulu.

Kulu’s husband is very pleased about the seed fund his wife 
received and the business she started. This has reduced the 
huge financial burden on his small income. 

“I am very grateful, and this is a good thing that has happened to 
my family,” he says.

Photo: Christian Aid. Kulu Wakili has saved up to 30,000 Naira in her village savings and loan group. She will use the money she has saved to buy more 
bags of rice to expand her business.  
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Photo: Christian Aid. “Thanks to rice business which I started in June 2019 with the 12,000 Naira seed money received from Christian Aid, I now have a 
source of income and can support my husband to meet family needs.”

Kulu is also a member of the Christian Aid supported Village 
Savings and Loans Scheme (VSLA). Kulu was enlisted in the 
‘Progress 2’ VSLA group in her community. Between June 2019 
to March 2020 she saved over 30,000 Naira, which she used to 
expand her rice business. She bought buy more sacks of rice and 
purchased some livestock which will earn her additional income. 
Seeing the benefits of savings on her business, Kulu and her 
VSLA group are continuing their regular weekly meetings and 
contributions so they can further expand their businesses. 

Kulu Wakili is a very happy and proud woman. She is now 
financially stable and by extension her household more resilient. 
With the multiple sources of income, the tables have turned for 
the Wakili family. They can now afford to feed comfortably and 
meet their domestic needs without having to beg or borrow. 

“My joy is overflowing, I thought I will borrow for the rest of my 
life, but now I have enough money to lend to other people”, says 
Kulu as she danced for joy.

Kulu is one of the over 3,000 women who have become 
financially empowered and resilient thanks to the MSP 
project. These women who now have sources of income 
are comfortably meeting domestic needs, they can now buy 
nutritious food for their children and attend to other demands. 
They are also supporting their husbands and contributing to 
the overall household income which is directly improving their 
family livelihood. The MSP project aimed at providing nutritional 
support to pregnant and lactating mothers, provide Income 
Generation activities (IGA) to vulnerable households and provide 
an opportunity for saving through  VSLA to enrolees.
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The Price of a Changing Climate 

By Christina Powell, OCHA Nigeria
Edited by Christine Cool

An ominous change is slowly taking place across north-east 
Nigeria. In addition to the violence that displaced more than 2 
million people, another threat is growing. Farming soil is drying 
up, floods are destroying shelters and the temperature is rising. 
Climate change has hit hard in north-east Nigeria. These are the 
stories of those struggling to survive it. 

Displaced again

Fasuma, at the age of 14, endured a harrowing journey to 
Maiduguri, the capital of Borno State, after fleeing from Kukawa 
Local Government Area (LGA), close to Lake Chad. During 
the escape, she was separated from those she was travelling 
with and got lost in the bush. Despite great odds and through 
much difficulty, she made it to Maiduguri, which Fasuma soon 
found had its own challenges. Fasuma is now 17 years old 
and a resident at Stadium Camp. Nigeria has just finished up 
its rainy season, which has increasingly brought on torrential 
downpours and severe winds. Fasuma speaks candidly about 
what happened after a recent storm. 
“The recent downpour flooded our room and damaged our 
belongings. We had to sleep somewhere else and come back 
the following day to fix it,” she says. 

Rising temperatures are triggering extreme weather changes, 
including heavy rains, which are disastrous for the shelters that 
many internally displaced persons (IDPs) like Fasuma call home. 
The force of powerful downpours damage these structures and 
cause severe flooding, which deprives many IDPs of the few 
possessions they have. 

Photo: OCHA/Damilola Onafuwa. IDPs walk past a flooded area that grows 
increasingly close to shelters during the heavy downpours of the rainy 
season.

Five years ago Boko Haram attacked Kawu Faltuma’s village 
in Dikwa LGA, forcing her and her family to seek shelter in 
Maiduguri. Kawu, 40, now lives in El-Miskin camp with her 
husband and eight children, where she struggles to find enough 
to eat. In addition to her worries about where their next meal will 
come from, she is also concerned about protecting her family 
from the consequences of climate change, as the violent rains 
threaten her home.  “At the beginning of the rainy season heavy 
winds kept blowing our tent, and when there is heavy downpour, 
the water enters the tent.” She tries to reinforce her shelter, 
comprised of wood and thin building material, by packing dirt 
along the sides to act as a barrier, preventing water from coming 
in. 

Photo: OCHA/Damilola Onafuwa. 
Fasuma, an IDP from Kukawa, in 
Stadium Camp in Maiduguri.
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With the downpour comes flooding and with flooding comes 
an additional hazard beyond damaging shelters, which worries 
Usman Abatcha, 35. “The stagnation of water breeds all sorts 
of diseases,” he says, noting that there is no health clinic in the 
camp he resides in Fulatari, near Maiduguri. Following a flood, as 

stagnant waters gather in puddles across camp sites, these can 
turn into breeding ground for mosquitos, increasing the risk to 
vector-borne diseases like dengue. Water-borne diseases such 
as cholera and acute watery diarrhea can also develop following 
heavy rains.

Photo: OCHA/Damilola Onafuwa. 
Kawu gathers dirt to pack around 
the base of her shelter in the effort to 
keep water out.

Photo: OCHA/Damilola Onafuwa. 
IDPs walk past a flooded area that 
grows increasingly close to shelters 
during the heavy downpours of the 
rainy season.
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Photo: OCHA/Damilola Onafuwa. Usman Abacha stands in his home in 
Bolori 2 camp, Maiduguri. He volunteers with the local WASH committee 
and worries about the health risks associated with flooding due to the 
inconsistent rain patterns.  

Photo: OCHA/Damilola Onafuwa. Yakusam Makinta, 42, is a mother of six 
from Dikwa, an area rife with conflict. She moved to Muna Albadawy camp 
with her family and stayed in a makeshift shelter until it rained heavily and 
floods destroyed her house and belongings. She and her family squatted 
with friends until IOM provided her with a new shelter.

Struggling fields

Dramatic changes in weather patterns are deeply impacting 
agriculture in north-east Nigeria, which is the mainstay of 80 per 
cent of the population. This is putting lives and livelihoods at 
risk. The region is in the midst of a catastrophic food security 
crisis, with an estimated 4.4 million people in Borno, Adamawa 
and Yobe states facing critical food shortages. Climate change 
has only exacerbated this very dangerous situation. The deluge 
of rain reduces the window of opportunity for farmers to yield a 
harvest. These farmers are doubly impacted--losing their ability 
to grow the food they need to feed their families, and suffering 
the loss of income because they have no produce to sell. 

Photo: OCHA/Damilola Onafuwa. Ali Bukar, 33 works on his farm with his 
friend Maidugu Bulama, 26 in Gongulong, Maiduguri.

Ali Bukar, 33, and his family are feeling the weight of this burden 
in Gongulong, in Jere LGA. They work hard and receive fertilizer 
assistance from the Food and Agriculture Organization, but their 
fields bear the consequences of the changing rainfall. “Due to 
climate change last year our dry season farming, particularly the 
hot peppers, didn’t produce and it was a great loss for us.”       

Desertification has also reduced the amount of fertile land in 
Nigeria. This impacts not only farmers but also herders trying 
to feed their cattle. Competition over this shrinking resource has 
triggered tensions between the two groups that has erupted in 
violent clashes in many areas of the country.

Photo: OCHA/Damilola Onafuwa. Ali Bukar stands on his farm in Gongulong, 
Maiduguri.

Taking action

For millions of people in north-east Nigeria, their homes, 
livelihoods and their lives are at risk of being lost. The time for 
action is now. This year on World Humanitarian Day, 19 August, 
people around the globe came together to draw attention to the 
growing climate emergency and need for meaningful change—
but we cannot let the momentum stop there. 

Across Borno, Adamawa and Yobe states humanitarians, 
government and civil society banded together to orchestrate 
large-scale interventions to create a safer environment and 
more secure future for generations to come. 

Photo: SOS Children’s Villages. Children and caregivers in the Maiduguri 
communities of Gonidamgari and Alajiri planted trees of their choice in the 
SOS Children’s Villages Child Friendly Space on World Humanitarian Day. 
Each adolescent was also given seedlings of their choice by SOS Children’s 
Villages to plant at home and nurture.
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In Yobe state, 15,000 trees were planted in Jakusko, a massive 
undertaking. Tree planting is a simple and effective means to 
combat climate change, absorbing carbon dioxide emissions 
that would otherwise cause global warming and it prevents 
deforestation, desertification and soil erosion.

In Borno, a tree planting relay race was organized in Maiduguri, 
launching the ‘Plant Your Root In Borno’ campaign. This relay 
was spread across 11 sites and as the baton was passed, each 
site was activated and groups of people were planting trees. 

Photo: OCHA/Christina Powell. UNICEF accepts the relay baton from OCHA, 
marking the opening of the tree planting ceremony at Yerwa Government 
Girls Secondary School in Maiduguri.

Photo: OCHA/Christina Powell. Students from Yerwa Government Girls 
Secondary School hold up signs for World Humanitarian Day.

Photo: OCHA/Christina Powell. A UNHCR staff member plants a tree at the 
UNHCR Guest House, one of the stops in the relay race.

In Adamawa State, the humanitarian community and 
government jointly planted trees across the Malkohi IDP camp 
and host community, greening the environment for vulnerable 
populations.

Photo: Civil Society Coalition for Povety Eradication (CISCOPE)/ Moses 
Enebi Onuche. Volunteers in Adamawa planting trees as part of the 
“Greening Adamawa” campaign.

Photo: North East Humanitarian Innovation Hub/Randy Haniel. Volunteers 
in Adamawa State take part in tree planting on World Humanitarian Day.

Groups in Yobe also organized trash pick-up activities to help 
take care of their environment.
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Photo: OCHA/Daniel Soro. Volunteers on World Humanitarian Day distribute 
tools to use in the trash clean-up in Yobe.

Photo: DRC Nigeria/Maisanda Lawan. Volunteers clean up trash in Yobe as 
part of the movement for a “Greener and Cleaner Yobe.”

Radio programs were facilitated on local stations across 
the three states to raise awareness and foster a meaningful 
exchange on what the climate crisis means to the people of the 
north-east, its impact on Nigeria, and possible action that can be 
taken here and abroad.

The people of north-east Nigeria are suffering the consequences 
of climate change, but they are also taking action. Mitigating 
the effects of climate change on food security, shelter and 
protection is crucial and extends far beyond the borders of 
Nigeria. Meaningful action on climate change is a collective 
responsibility that requires dedication and support from 
all involved. It can only be overcome if we all play our part. 
Stopping the forward momentum of climate change should be 
on everyone’s radar. The people of north-east Nigeria and other 
vulnerable communities across the globe, are counting on us.

Learn about how you can incorporate changes into your daily life 
with the UN Campaign for Individual Action.

Help humanitarian NGOs and UN agencies in Nigeria assist the 
most vulnerable communities and people by donating here: 
Nigeria Crisis Relief. 




