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 HIGHLIGHTS 
 
• More than 60 per cent (3.5 million) of the 5.9 million 

people in need of humanitarian assistance in Somalia, 
are experiencing acute food insecurity. Humanitarian 
workers project that the number of people in need of 
assistance and protection will rise to 7.7 million people in 
2022. 
 

• The current drought conditions are expected to 
deteriorate as the October-December deyr rainy season 
is forecast to be below average in most parts of the 
country, amid a La Niña phenomena expected to last until 
April 2022, according to FAO/SWALIM.  
 

• At least 520,000 people have been forced to flee from 
their homes between January and October; 100,000 of 
whom were displaced temporarily due to conflict in 
Galmudug State in October. In total, 2.9 million people 
remain displaced across Somalia. 
 

• Amid critical funding shortfalls across all sectors, 
humanitarian workers have scaled-up operations and 
managed to reach over 1.15 million people with WASH 
assistance since the beginning of 2021, and 35 IDP sites 
in the Dalxaska area, hosting 19,168 people have been 
supported with flood mitigation and response activities.  

 
 

 
KEY FIGURES 
 

 
CUMULATIVE SHOCKS TO EXERCEBATE VULNERABILITY INTO 2022 

The number of people in need of assistance and protection will increase to 7.7 million  
Conflict, insecurity and climatic shocks continue to aggravate vulnerabilities and trigger population displacements across 
Somalia. The country is experiencing its third consecutive below-average rainfall season since late 2020, which is worsening 
the current drought conditions, particularly in the southern, central, and northeastern parts. These areas have received little 
to no rainfall since June due to delayed October to December 2021 deyr rains, according to FAO/SWALIM1.  The 
widespread dry conditions have resulted in increased human suffering and livestock deaths, with severe drought impacts 
reported in Jubaland, Southwest and Galmudug states (central regions) and parts of Puntland. In October, the Prime 

 
1 1 FAO/SWALIM, Somalia Drought Update, 18 October 2021 
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Minister appealed for increased 
humanitarian assistance to people 
in Jubaland, and a federal 
ministerial committee visited 
Kismayo response to assess the 
situation. On 27 October, an inter-
agency assessment mission visited 
Dhobley town in Afmadow, which is 
one of the most affected districts in 
Jubaland and found that over 
41,000 drought-affected people 
need urgent water, food and shelter 
assistance. More than half of the 
affected people have moved from 
their villages due to severe drought 
conditions to urban areas. 
Food insecurity and acute 
humanitarian needs have been 
reported across all sectors, with 
more than 5.9 million people 
currently in need of humanitarian 
assistance and protection. 
Humanitarian agencies project that 7.7 million people in Somalia will need humanitarian assistance and protection in 2022 
due to conflict in various parts of the country, recurrent climatic shocks particularly drought and floods, disease outbreaks 
including COVID-19 and increasing poverty, according to the 2022 Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO).  
Food insecurity is likely to worsen significantly through May 2022, with many households experiencing widening food 
consumption gaps and erosion of their coping capacity. According to the Somalia 2021 Post Gu Seasonal Food Security 
and Nutrition Assessment (FAO/FSNAU), an estimated 3.5 million people will face acute food insecurity through December, 
of whom nearly 640,730 will face an emergency. The delay of the October-December deyr rains has also significantly 
affected supplementary food and income from livestock production.  
 
Food Crisis (IPC Phase 3) outcomes are expected to become widespread, and Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes are 
expected to emerge in Juba Pastoral, Bay Bakool Low Potential Agropastoral, and Coastal Deeh Pastoral livelihood zones 
between November 2021 and March 2022. Humanitarian partners estimate that more than 250,000 people are facing 
severe water shortages, half of them in Jubaland State.  If the deyr rains perform more poorly than forecast, then Emergency 
(IPC Phase 4) outcomes would be possible in additional areas, especially during January-March jilaal dry season, according 
to the FAO/SNAU analysis.  
 
Rising acute malnutrition continues to be of concern in Bay, Hiiraan, and Bakool regions; riverine areas; Juba Pastoral 
livelihood zone; and IDP settlements in Baidoa, Mogadishu, and Gaalkacyo, where Critical (GAM 15 to 29.9 per cent) levels 
are already expected. According to a SMART survey conducted in June/July 2021 by the FSNAU and partners, 1.2 million 
children under the age of five are projected to be acutely malnourished by the end of 2021, including nearly 213,400 who 
will be severely malnourished.  

Desert locust infestations remain a threat as the deyr 
rains in northern Somalia are creating a conducive 
environment for their  breeding, according to FAO’s 
Desert Locust Watch. However, dry conditions in 
northeastern Ethiopia and ongoing aerial control 
operations in northern Somalia will likely lower the scale 
of damage. Since February, more than 406,400 hectares 
have been sprayed in ongoing aerial and ground control 
operations. 
Access to health remains a major challenge as the 
current health response system is under-resourced and 
ill-equipped to provide adequate lifesaving and 
preventative services. Cholera/acute watery diarrhea 
outbreaks are endemic in multiple locations, with 3,858 
probable cholera cases and 27 related deaths reported 
from January to August, according to authorities and Due to prolonged dry weather water sources like this in Sanaag are drying up. 

Photo: OCHA 

Source: 2022 HNO 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2022%20Somalia%20HNO.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Somalia-IPC-Population-Estimates-Projection-%28Oct-Dec-2021%29-9-Sep-2021.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Somalia-IPC-Population-Estimates-Projection-%28Oct-Dec-2021%29-9-Sep-2021.pdf
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_FEWSNET_FSNAU_Somalia_AFI_AMN_2021JulyDec_Snapshot.pdf
https://www.fao.org/ag/locusts/en/info/info/index.html
https://www.fao.org/ag/locusts/en/info/info/index.html
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health partners. Oral cholera vaccinations have not been carried out in affected and at-risk areas since the COVID-19 
pandemic started in March 2020. COVID-19 continues to pose a threat to people across the country with less than 2 per 
cent of the population vaccinated. The actual number of cases of epidemic-prone disease and deaths are likely to be higher 
due to limited surveillance capacity in Somalia.  
 
The combined impact of recurring stress factors and recurring shocks has deepened and widened poverty. In addition to 
the more than 2.9 million IDPs in Somalia, at least 5.5 million people are reportedly vulnerable due to pre-existing shocks 
and recurring disasters and are among those who are likely to need humanitarian assistance and protection in 2022, 
according to the HNO. In 2022, 71 per cent of Somalis will continue to live below the poverty line, especially in areas 
where humanitarian access remains a challenge.  
 
Food Security partners observe that a return to normal rainfall patterns and in good amounts is necessary for drought 
conditions to be reversed, as opposed to the short intensive rains, which often trigger floods and do not give enough time 
for the water to infiltrate in the ground and improve crop germination. Most of the affected people need urgent water, food, 
and health assistance. So far, humanitarian partners on the ground are trucking water, providing cash vouchers and 
delivering nutrition supplies to those affected, but more needs to be done.  
 
Sustained support is required through December 2020 to address the urgent needs of the people in need of immediate 
assistance, who are likely to slide into Crisis or Emergency when they are unable to cope with shocks.  
 
Number of people displaced by conflict and climatic shocks on the rise 
 
Humanitarian partners have reported a significant increase in conflict- and drought-related displacements in Somalia. 
According to the Armed Conflict Location and Event Data (ACLED) project and other sources, 2021 has witnessed an 
increase in civil unrest and political violence related to delayed presidential elections and a 40 per cent increase in armed 
attacks by non-state armed groups. Over 100,000 people were displaced in Guri Ceel, Galmudug region, due to conflict in 
October, bringing the total number of people displaced in 2021 (70 per cent by conflict) to about 520,000 by October.  
The number of pastoralists and 
populations moving to major towns 
in search of livelihood opportunities, 
social support, and humanitarian 
assistance, is expected to peak 
between November and March, 
according to FAO/FSNAU reports.  
 
Humanitarian partners report that 
the disruption to food access, WASH 
services, and livelihood and nutrition 
assistance is significant, impacting 
sustainable returns.  
 
Of the 2.9 million people internally displaced people across the country; 76 per cent (2.2 million) are likely to be in critical 
need of humanitarian assistance by 2022, according to the 2020 HNO. Crisis (IPC Phase 3) outcomes are expected across 
Somalia’s 14 largest IDP settlements and Stressed (IPC Phase 2) and Crisis (IPC Phase 3) outcomes are likely in Somalia’s 
main urban centers.  
 
Regions with the highest numbers of conflict-induced displacement include Banadir, Bay, Gedo and Lower Shabelle. In 
these areas, at least half of the IDPs are women and girls and face a heightened risk of sexual violence and harassment, 
structural gender inequality. Furthermore, humanitarian access is hampered by ongoing hostilities and movement and 
security restrictions. 
 
FUNDING SHORTFALLS HINDER CRITICAL LIFESAVING INTERVENTIONS 
 
Only 37 per cent reached with water, sanitation and hygiene interventions as of October 
 
More than 1.15 million people (45 per cent) of a targeted 2.5 million people have received humanitarian assistance in the 
form of water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) interventions since the beginning of 2021. This includes over 747,000 people 
(216,882 girls, 245,918 boys, 145,392 women, and men) reached with emergency water supply since January, while 
312,229 people (99,252 girls, 77,227 boys, 68,460 women, and 78,090 men) were reached with sustainable water supply 
services. 

Source: OCHA 

https://acleddata.com/#/dashboard
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According to the WASH Cluster, significant gaps 
remain especially in areas affected by recent conflict 
like Guri Ceel where access to water and sanitation 
remain very low. In such areas, needs include 
emergency water supply and construction of 
emergency latrines where displacement occurred, 
hygiene kits distribution and hygiene promotion. In 
2021, WASH Cluster partners have prepositioned 
supplies in each regional hub, strategically located in 
the flood, drought and cholera-prone areas in the 
southern regions of the country. There are nine 
strategic warehouses in nine urban centers cross south 
and central Somalia with a storage capacity of over 
120,000 supplies to support about 720,000 people over 
three months. 
 
Since January, over 540,400 people affected by 
droughts, floods, cholera, conflicts and the COVID-19 
pandemic have received essential hygiene items 
through UNICEF-supported regional supply hubs as part 
of the WASH Cluster response package. Despite these 
interventions, significant WASH gaps remain throughout Somalia particularly in areas that are currently experiencing water 
shortages due to the prolonged drought conditions since mid-June 2021.  
 
The WASH sector is worryingly underfunded, hampering timely critical lifesaving interventions. As of October, the Somalia 
WASH Cluster appeal of US$96.2 million in the 2021 Humanitarian Response Plan was only received 20 per cent, 
insufficient to cover the needs escalating and emerging needs of the affected population.  
 
Chronic low funding has been reported across all humanitarian sectors. Timely funding is needed for humanitarian partners 
to effectively address the needs of the most vulnerable. 
 
CCCM Cluster reprogramming interventions to target the most vulnerable IDP sites  
 
The Camp Coordination and Camp management (CCCM) Cluster has continued to provide critical lifesaving CCCM 
interventions and generating evidence-based data for improving the overall humanitarian response. This is amid the low 
degree of funding received in 2021, with only 8 per cent of the $31 million Appeal received by end of October 2021. As a 

result of the low funding available to CCCM 
partners, a number of people in need will not 
be reached. The Cluster has only reached 1.1 
million people of its 1.8 million targeted 
population with CCCM interventions in 2021.  
 
In Afgooye and Dayniile, a partner provided 
emergency canal drainage infrastructure in 
five IDP sites hosting 9,144 people, mitigating 
the incidence of rampant flooding that used to 
occur within the settlement. Additionally, IDP 
site camp management committee members 
were provided with robust training on 
emergency management and flood mitigation 
tactics for better community planning. This 
included the provision of disaster-risk 
reduction tool kits to site maintenance 
committees to support the creation of 
drainage infrastructure.    
 
In Kismayo, 35 IDP sites in the Dalxaska 
area, hosting 19,168 IDPs were supported 

with flood mitigation and response activities, aimed at promoting greater community resilience through capacity building 
and infrastructure development initiatives. With additional funding of $258,688, CCCM partners would be able to provide 
flood preventative and response work to 67 IDP sites in Kismayo, that are in acute need of interventions. With adequate 

Drought-affected people at a waterpoint in Afmadow district. Photo: 
WASH Cluster. 

Displaced families like these in Daynille, Banadir region, need urgent humanitarian 
assistance. Photo: OCHA 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/HRP_2021-Somalia.pdf
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funding, partners are willing and will be able to reach as many affected people with the necessary assistance and alleviate 
human suffering and consolidate gains made as much as possible. 
 
Targeting IDP sites for projects has been made more efficient and transparent through the CCCM IDP Site Prioritization 
Tool, which measures key sector indicators to indicate which sites in Somalia have the most acute needs requiring sector-
based or multi sector-based interventions. Strengthened site-governance structures in the form of formalized and inclusive 
Camp Management Committees encourage greater information dissemination with the community and two-way feedback 
between service providers and the broader IDP community.  
 
CASH-BASED ASSISTANCE A BOON TO IDPS 
 
Galbedo Hashi Gutaale, 53, lives in Xeeb IDP settlement in 
Adado, Galgaduud region of Somalia. A mother of eight, 
Galbedo endured a lot of hardship but eventually lost all her 
livelihood to drought; the reason she fled her hometown. 
 
“I had many reasons to leave my hometown,” she said. “One 
was the forceful recruitment of children by the armed groups in 
the area. Not only do they recruit the children, but also force 
us to pay for their monthly upkeep of up to $50. They also ask 
for other forms of taxes.” 
 
“Four years ago, my life was beautiful. I had livestock and a 
farm, but then I lost everything,” Galbedo added, noting that it 
was a relief for her to reach Xeeb IDP settlement. With support 
from the SHF, Galbedo receives $100 per month through an 
unconditional cash transfer project implemented by a local 
partner.  
 
“For us to survive, I decided to open a small business in the 
camp where I began selling women and children clothes,” she 
explained. “I earn a small profit from my daily sales and this 
has really helped me to sustain my family.  
 
“There was a time when getting one meal was too difficult for 
us. With the cash received, I have been able to provide for the 
basic needs of my chidlren. Additionally, the cash enabled me to repay my debts,” she added.  
 
The unconditional cash transfers have helped many IDPs in Somalia, like Galbedo, to revive their livelihoods. According to 
the partner’s post distribution monitoring, all families reported that their lives improved during the time of project 
implementation, with most able to meet their basic needs especially food.   

Galbedo at her shop in Xeeb IDP settlement. Photo: Somalia 
Humanitarian Fund. 
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