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Region   Population   
Vulnerable 
Population   

Agneby - Tiassa   558, 444   139, 611   
Abidjan   4,   147, 248   1,   036, 812   
Sud Comoe   609, 620   152, 405   
Cavally   412, 200   123, 660   
Guémon   439, 137   131, 741   
Tonkpi   1,   066, 127   319, 838   
Kabadougou   122,   108   48, 843   
Bagoue   301,   257    120, 503   
Poro   601, 022   240, 409   
Tchologo   331, 157   132, 463   
Bounkani   237, 180   94, 872   
Gontougou   692, 872   277, 149   
Baffing   184, 750   55, 425   
Worodougou   228, 675   68, 603   
Bere   273, 448   82, 03 4   
Hambol   357, 205   107, 162   
Total   10,   562, 450   3,   131, 529   

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• Half a million people will 

have access to drinking 
water 

• In cholera risk areas, only 1 
person out of 10 know all 
the symptoms of cholera. 

• The Expanded 
Coordinating Committee 
replaces the Humanitarian 
Country Team 

 

 

 

 

• KEY FIGURES 

Total population 21 M 

HDI ranking 
(UNDP)  
 (out of 187)  

168 

Pop. without 
access to safe 
drinking water 

8 % 
(Urban) 
33% 
(Rural) 

No. of Ivorian 
refugees in West 
Africa 

78, 038 

No. of returnees 
since early 2013 

11, 839 

 
 
 

Water, hygiene and sanitation 
Drinking water and sanitation for half a million people 
 
More than half a million Ivorians should have access to drinking water for the first time 
and another half a million will have access to improved latrines as a sustainability pact 
between UNICEF and the Ivorian government is implemented. 
 
Three hundred and seventy-five thousand people will have changed their hygienic 
behavior by washing hands at key moments. 
Some 45,000 students and 5,000 patients will also 
have access to a basic package of water and 
sanitation in schools and health centers at the end 
of the project support program for the accelerated 
sustainable access to water, hygiene and 
sanitation (PADEHA). The program is funded to 
the tune of 12 million U.S. dollars by the Kingdom 
of the Netherlands. 
 
The implementation of the program over the next 
four years will allow a greater number of people in 
Côte d'Ivoire have access to safe drinking water 
and sanitation.  
 
The rate of access to drinking water in urban areas 
is 92% and 67% in rural areas. 1  
 
These coverage rates are only theoretical, say 
humanitarian organizations.  

Field-based assessments show for example that only 
27% of the population in 83 villages in the region of 
Poro (Savanes) had effective and regular access to 
drinking water.  
 
In urban areas, slightly over one third of the population in precarious neighborhoods of 
Abidjan is connected to the network of city water supply. But only 6 out of 10 people from 
this group had uninterrupted access to water.  
 
Besides the outages, the water quality is often a problem and is not systematically 
monitored. The experience of the other countries in the region shows that even if the 
water is clean at the source, it is often contaminated during transport or during storage at 
home. 
                                                      
 
1 Côte d'Ivoire 2013: Humanitarian Needs in transition page 27 
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A majority of the people 
interviewed know that 
washing hands with clean 
water and soap helps 
prevent cholera.  

Only 2 out of 10 people 
wash their hands 
regularly and effectively 
in everyday life. 

 
 

 
The project will also focus on the promotion of water treatment products at home and safe 
storage methods to allow 375,000 people to drink clean water and avoid diarrheal 
diseases which continues to be one the leading causes of mortality among children under 
five in Côte d'Ivoire according to the Demographic and Health Survey (DHS 2012). 
 
The program’s activities will cover seven of the 16 vulnerable regions in the Water, 
Sanitation and Hygiene sector in addition to the region of Folon. Three out of ten 
inhabitants of these 16 regions are in a vulnerable situation regarding water and 
sanitation. 

Health  
People in area at risk of cholera unprepared  
Precarious neighborhoods of Abidjan are still vulnerable to the cholera epidemic. The 
degree of awareness of the disease among residents as well as their hygiene habits have 
hardly changed despite sensitization campaigns, reveals a survey by the Ministry of 
Health and the fight against AIDS, and the World Health Organization (WHO). 

The survey, conducted in May 2013, was to assess the knowledge, attitudes and 
practices of populations at risk. The exercise also sought to identify the expectations of 
the target population in terms of 
hygiene, sanitation and prevention of 
cholera. 

On a sample of 1, 560 respondents 
from the Health districts of Adjamé-
Plateau- Attécoubé, Abobo-Est, 
Cocody-Bingerville and Yopougon-Est, 
the majority were able to cite diarrhea 
as one of the symptoms, but only 1 
subject out of 10 knew the three 
symptoms of the illness. Their 
knowledge about the methods of 
transmissions was not better. Among 
the people who have heard about 
cholera, only 1.2% was aware of the 
means of transmission of the illness. 

“Not washing your hands before eating” is still the well-known means of transmission. But 
a great number of subjects also thought of other means other than the traditional means 
through which the illness is transmitted: “eating badly washed raw food”, “drinking 
untreated water” and “not washing hands after going to the toilets”. 

As for treatment, 8 out of 10 persons knew nothing about oral rehydration salts (85%) or 
salt-sugar solution (81%). Moreover, only 7 out of 10 persons were aware that care and 
treatment of cholera were free. Nevertheless, about 9 out of 10 respondents have 
asserted that they go to the nearest health center if affected by cholera (89%).  

The quality of water and hygiene 
Environmental hygiene is very poor in households, note the researchers. Feces litter the 
ground in 6% of households surveyed while compounds in 82% households were littered 
with garbage. The danger of feces is persistent because 18.5% of households have no 
latrines. 

Past sensitizations have had little effect.  
Among others, the survey recommends changing the methods of mobilization as 
vulnerability factors are still persistent in the precarious neighborhoods. There should be 
greater focus on audiovisual messages for mass sensitization and on new hand washing 
techniques based on local habits. 

Trash piled up at the Adjamé market. ©IRIN  
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The families of 15 000 
girls enrolled in CM 
(Cours moyens 1 and 2) 
and whose school 
attendance is more than 
80% will receive extra 
food ration. 

Cholera is endemic in Côte d’Ivoire since 1970. The last outbreak occurred in the District 
of Abidjan and the interior of the country from January 2011 to March 2012, causing 34 
deaths per 1,321 reported cases, with a fatality rate of 2.5%. 

Education and Food Security 
Meals to help pupils stay in school 
From September on, hundreds of thousands of students in six districts of Côte d'Ivoire will 
be encouraged to go to school through the school feeding program of the World Food 
Program (WFP). The program will target 3,000 schools and also boost the enrollment rate 
of girls. 

More than 570,000 children will get a daily 
balanced meal for the next two school years. In 
addition, the families of 15,000 girls enrolled in 
CM (Cours Moyens 1 and 2) and whose school 
attendance is higher than 80% will get an extra 
food ration (a 50 kg bag of rice) quarterly. 
During the same period, the families of 15,000 
other girls will also get a 20,000 CFA francs 
(about U.S. $40) financial support. 

The intervention areas of the program are the 
Bas-Sassandra, the Montagnes, the Savanes, 
Denguélé Woroba and Zanzan - six priority 
districts of the National Nutrition Strategy 2013-
2017, according Thorough Food Security 
Assessment (EASA 2009). 

In addition, more than 100,000 pupils in primary school in the district of Zanzan will 
receive micronutrients, given the high rates of chronic malnutrition and micronutrient 
deficiencies persistent in the area. 

The support program also aims to help strengthen the capacity of the National Directorate 
of School Canteens and support production groups to supply school canteens with local 
food products, in support of producers and the local economy.  

From emergency to development 
The current program replaces the emergency assistance project, implemented from 
November 2011 until August 2013. Some 568,000 pupils had benefited from school 
canteens and 1,000 teachers have received family food rations in return for work done.  

Côte d'Ivoire had started the school feeding program in 277 schools in 1989, with the 
support of WFP. Over the years, the program has grown, becoming a model in the region 
where many countries have come to learn, as Benin, Mali, Niger, Rwanda, Senegal, and 
Togo. The program currently covers some 5,800 schools and provides a daily school 
lunch to one million children. 

Humanitarian Coordination 
The Extended Coordinating Committee takes over from the 
Humanitarian Country Team 
 
On 17 July 2013, the handover of the responsibilities of the Humanitarian Country Team 
(HCT) to the Expanded Coordination Committee (ECC) has become a fait accompli 
during the very first meeting in Abidjan, under the chairmanship of the Minister of 
Solidarity, family, Women and Children, and the Resident/Humanitarian (RC/HC) 
Coordinator. 

According to the indicators used (improvement of the security situation, increased return 
of refugees, internally displaced camps’ closure, economic growth among others) the 

Des jeunes élèves mangent leur repas, préparé 
avec les commodités du PAM. ©PAM  Young pupils eating their meals, prepared with the 
amenities of WFP. © WFP 
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The ECC takes over the 
coordination tasks of the 
Humanitarian Country 
Team. It is composed of 
representatives of the 
Ivorian Government 
ministries, the Agencies 
and programs of the 
United Nations, National 
and international NGOs 
and development 
partners. 

situation of Cote d'Ivoire has changed from humanitarian crisis to transition between 2011 
and 2012,  and the stabilization continues in 2013. This change must be reflected in the 
coordination mechanisms. 
 
With the deactivation of the clusters and the resumption of sectorial coordination by the 
Government, the concept of humanitarian transition is even more enhanced with the 
handover of the strategic coordination of Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) to the 
Expanded Coordination Committee (ECC).  

The ECC is composed of former members of the HCT, representatives of various 
ministries, National and International NGOs as well as the development actors. In the 
course of this first meeting, all had been able deliberate on compelling issues such as the 
procurement of the coordination, the eviction operation from protected forests, flood 
preparedness and repatriation of Ivorian refugees.  

“We gather from now on in a committee that plays a very important role in the provision of 
regular information on the humanitarian situation to the Government as well as in the 
definition of priorities in this period of transition. It is through this mechanism that the 

Government can take 
the lead and take its 
share in humanitarian 
action” confirms Anne 
Desirée Ouloto, Minister 
of Solidarity, Family, 
Women and Children.  

“Just to give you an 
example, today's 
discussions have mainly 
focused on the eviction 
operation. The 
Government, through its 
Ministries, emphasizes 
on the coordinated 

management of operations so that we can, all together, ensure the rights of civilians who 
are involved, and avoid dependence on humanitarian interventions towards them” she 
added. 

“The quality of ECC meetings will depend on what each organization or structure puts 
forward as humanitarian concern” adds Mr. Ndolamb Ngokwey, Resident Coordinator of 
the United Nations system in Côte d'Ivoire and Humanitarian Coordinator.  

Among the recommendations of the meeting, it was decided to hold a special meeting of 
the ECC will specifically focus on the eviction operation on 9 September 2013. The next 
regular meeting will follow on 12 September. 

Celebration of the World Humanitarian Day:  
The world needs more social cohesion 
 
On 19 August of each year, the world celebrates World Humanitarian Day to honor  
humanitarian aid workers who have lost their lives in the exercise of their activities. The 
day was established after the attack against the UN headquarters in Baghdad, Iraq in 
2003. The attack had killed 23 aid workers. 
To celebrate the day this year in Côte d'Ivoire, humanitarian organizations, including UN 
agencies and NGOs reached out to the public in Abidjan and Duékoué. They presented 
their activities and highlighted their commitments to social cohesion.  

The first meeting of the ECC, chaired by the Minister of Solidarity, Family, Women 
and Children, July 17, 2013 © OCHA, 
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At the opening ceremony in Abidjan, the Humanitarian Coordinator Ndolamb Ngokwey 
read the message from the Secretary General of the United Nations for the day and 
reminded the audience of the conviction of the humanitarian community in Côte d'Ivoire 
that “The world needs greater social cohesion.” 
Many activities were organized; including an exhibition of written and audiovisual 
materials was organized 
in the two locations. 
More than forty 
humanitarian 
organizations took part in 
these activities: 17 in 
Abidjan and 26 in 
Duékoué where 
authorities, traditional 
and community leaders, 
all invited partners and 
the population were 
actively present. 
Cafos Maracana Club of 
Duekoué played an 
exhibition match; dances 
and musical events took 
place; films illustrating 
the humanitarian work 
carried out mainly in the 
western area since 2011 have also been shown. 
At the booth of the FAO for example, various agricultural equipment, vegetables, seeds, 
boots and shovels were used to illustrate concretely what the organization does for the 
predominantly agricultural population of this western area. 
“I have sincerely appreciated the work done by the organizing committee under the 
leadership and coordination of OCHA. I was apprehensive about the involvement of 
partners and their actual presence, and I see that the mobilization is complete. In 
addition, all of our guests enjoyed the content of this day namely the documents and 
explanations in the booths, the film screenings ...” said the head of the FAO branch of 
Guiglo, Jean Jacques Ngaramou Ngbaramou. 

Portrait of national NGO AWECO 
The NGO AWECO « Africa Women Welfare Committee » works in western Côte d'Ivoire. 
Its mission is to “ensure that the rights of women and children are respected, (...) to assist 
them in their basic needs and establish prevention mechanisms through sensitization, 
training and capacity building”.  

Established on 25 July 1998 in Danané, 
AWECO intervenes in the fields of 
health, welfare, education and social 
cohesion. 
The association is active in the regions of 
Cavally, Tonkpi and Guémon and the 
Ministries of Education, Health, Interior, 
and family are their key partners there. 
AWECO is also working there with 
humanitarian organizations such as 
WFP, FAO, IOM, NRC, UNHCR etc. 
. 
Since 2011, it carries out with UNHCR a 
project of social cohesion and income 
generating activities (IGA). Thus 53 A reconciliation ceremony in Zouan-Hounien © AWECO 

Dances and musical entertainment in Duékoué ©OCHA 
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For more information, please contact:  
Mrs. Ute Kollies, Head of Office OCHA Côte d’Ivoire, Tel. (+225) 22 48 44 00 
Mrs. Salima Mokrani, Head of OCHA Field Office in Man, mokranis@un.org, Tel. (+225) 46 01 91 26  
Mr. Franck Kuwonu, Public Information Officer at OCHA Côte d’Ivoire, kuwonu@un.org, Tel. (+225) 46 00 50 49 
OCHA Humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/cotedivoire | www.reliefweb.int 

peace committees have been set up in the community at great risk of conflicts. Fifteen 
IGAs have been implemented with more than 500 beneficiaries, including groups of 
vulnerable women and men. 
Sustainable reintegration of returnees, the protection of internally displaced persons 
(IDPs), the strengthening of peaceful coexistence and facilitating the voluntary return of 
Refugees are among other projects of this comprehensive program.  
In order to achieve this, six schools (EPP Diouya-Dokin, EPP Zilébly, EPP Oulaïtahibly in 
Blolequin, EPP Guéyébly in Duékoué and EPP Gniampleu in Danané), four health 
centers (Doké, Zéaglo, Goulaleu and Bédy Goazon) are being rehabilitated and two 
markets (Nidrou in the S/p of Bagohouo in Duékoué and Téapleu) are being built to 
enhance the reintegration of returnees/repatriates and peaceful coexistence between 
different communities (allochthonous, non-indigenous and indigenous). 
AWECO emphasizes on impartiality and the respect for humanitarian principles in its 
approach to different communities with which it works. Taking into account the gender 
aspect, the non-discrimination provides a framework for the project's success for it helps 
identify issues related to minorities and women. 
Community participation, in that it actively involves communities themselves, their leaders 
and local authorities in the implementation of the project guarantees acceptance among 
the beneficiaries. 
Contacts: DICKO Aissatou, Communications Officer (awecoaweco@yahoo.fr). 

http://www.unocha.org/cotedivoire
http://www.reliefweb.int/
mailto:awecoaweco@yahoo.fr

