
 
 
Food Security Outlook  
The delayed belg (mid-February to May) rains in most belg-receiving parts of the country, including SNNP, north eastern 
Amhara, eastern and southern Tigray and central and eastern Oromia Regions, have led to late planting of belg crops. The 
late onset of the seasonal rains and subsequent late planting will have an impact in lowering crop production as, even if the 
rains have improved from the second dekad of March and are forecast to further improve during the remainder of the 
season, the early moisture stress will inevitably have a negative impact on crop yield. The crops are also vulnerable to 
damage at the start of the kiremt (June to September) rains when they are likely to be at the flowering, maturity or harvesting 
stage. Furthermore, the overall area in the country planted with belg crops to date is insignificant. According to the latest 
report by the Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET), only seven per cent of planned belg cropland was 
planted in Amhara by mid-March and thirteen per cent in Tigray Regions – in a normal year, belg crop planting ceases at the 
end of March. Similarly, the area planted with belg crops in SNNPR is reportedly very low, and planting has only started in 
mid-March in Oromia. Farmers in some areas might also opt to switch to meher (long-cycle) crops, which will further delay 
the next harvest.  
 
The delayed planting and subsequent late belg harvest will extend and deepen the April to June lean season in belg-
dependent areas. According to FEWS NET, poor households in affected areas will not be able to meet their food needs 
through the next harvest without depleting their livelihoods asset. Most households have already turned to the market to 
access food (as early as January), as their food stock from the 2012 belg and meher harvest is already exhausted. With 
increasing demand on the market, the current high food price is likely to further rise, stretching the limited resources of these 
households. In SNNPR in particular, sweet potato harvest – a root crop consumed primarily by poor households during the 
lean season in the major root crop-dependent areas of Kembata, Hadiya and Wolayita zones - is reportedly below-average. 
Low area planted with sweet potato, as a result of shortage of cuttings during the planting window in November, and 
moisture stress during November and December have led to the reduced yield. The root crop and belg-dependent areas will 
therefore suffer from increasing food insecurity until the next harvest.  
 
In most parts of the southern, south eastern and north eastern pastoralist and agro-pastoralist areas, the March to May 
sugum/gu/ganna rains started in the first half of March. However, dry and hotter than usual weather conditions in late 
February and early March have led to an earlier and rapid depletion of water and pasture in these areas. Livestock body 
conditions are reportedly below average in affected areas and early livestock migrations reported in Afar and Somali 
Regions. With the near normal to below normal seasonal rainfall forecast this year, the situation is not expected to improve 
to its normal level. Poor households in Afar and Somali will therefore likely be in food crisis from April to June, according to 
FEWS NET. In Oromia, however, the expected good seasonal rains in the lowlands of Borena and Guji zones will help poor 
households meet their minimum food requirements through June. For more information, contract ethiopia@fews.net  
 
Relief Food Update 
As of 3 April, relief food dispatch for the first round of 2013, targeting 2.48 million people nationwide, reached 43 per cent, 
including 58 per cent dispatched to areas covered by the Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS), 
25 per cent to areas covered by the NGO consortium Joint Emergency Operation (JEOP), and 38 per cent to WFP-covered 
areas in the Somali Region. The dispatch to the Somali Region was delayed as a result of the heavy rains received in parts 
of the region over the past weeks, impeding road access. Under this round, beneficiaries in areas covered by DRMFSS 
(962,077 people), JEOP (635, 346 people) and WFP (890,925 people) will receive a full food basket and full rations of relief 
food. Meanwhile, dispatch of the Productive Safety Net Programme (PSNP) food allocation for February is ongoing, with 85 
per cent of total allocations dispatched to Amhara, Afar, Oromia, Tigray and Somali Regions, as of 3 April. For more 
information, contract wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 
WASH Update 
Water trucking further scaled down over the past week, as a result of good seasonal rainfall received in chronically water-
insecure parts of the country, and the resultant improvement in water availability. All zones of Afar and Somali Regions, and 
most zones of Oromia and SNNP Regions received normal to above-normal rainfall in the past weeks. The southern parts of 
Tigray Region have also reportedly received adequate rainfall. Meanwhile, water shortage remains critical in the drought 
affected areas of Minjar Shenkora woreda (North Shewa zone) and East Belesa woreda (North Gonder zone) of Amhara 
Region. According to recent reports, the seasonal rains have yet to start in these areas. As of 2 April, 36 water trucks – 
down from 78 trucks last week and 109 trucks three weeks ago – were requested for zones 1, 2 and 4 of Afar (13); East 
Hararge and West Arsi zones of Oromia (7); Central, Western, South Western and Southern zones of Tigray (13); and North 
Shewa zone of Amhara (3) Regions, of which 28 were operational.  
 
In pocket areas, heavy rains caused flooding, including in Mile, Galafi (former Elidar) and Bidu woredas of Afar; some areas 
of Fafan and Jarar zones of Somali, including Jijiga and Degehabur Towns; Loka Abaya woreda of Sidama zone and Humbo 
woreda of Wolayita zone of SNNP; and Tulo woreda of West Hararge zone of Oromia Regions, causing death, 
displacements and damages to infrastructures and livelihoods. Villages along the Wabishaballe River in Shaballe zone of 
Somali Region are also at high risk of flooding, as a result of the increasing water level of the river. For more information, 
contact awesterbeek@unicef.org 
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