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Response to the measles outbreaks continues 
As of 30 March, 2,542 suspected measles cases were reported in at least 61 separate 
sites this year, of which 1,101 cases were confirmed positive. The majority of the measles 
cases were in people above 15 years of age, the second largest cluster was in children 
under-5. A measles outbreak risk assessment is planned in all affected regions to inform 
the development of an outbreak response plan. The Federal Ministry of Health and 
partners are mobilizing US$38 million for the planned measles Supplementary 
Immunization Activity (SIA) in October 2015 targeting 40 million children under-15 years 
of age. In communications between Health authorities and GAVI – the Global Vaccination 
Alliance –the need to target a wider age-group and the funding gap were discussed. The 
Government took measures to improve the national measles vaccination administration 
and coverage, such as including all children under-15 in the planned SIA and improving 
data quality and reporting. 
 

Seasonal rains have not improved situation on the ground 
Delayed by an 
average of one to 
three weeks, the 
2015 
belg/gu/ganna/sugum 
rains started in 
almost all receiving 
parts of the country 
by the end of March. 
In south western and 
south eastern 
Ethiopia, the quantity 
of rain was adequate 
and was evenly 
distributed.  This was 
not the case in 
northern, north 
eastern, eastern and southern (Borena zone, Oromia) parts of the country, where the 
rains were inadequate and unevenly distributed (see map. source: FAO).   
 
If the rain’s performance increases in the coming weeks, the humanitarian situation in 
receiving areas will improve. In Borena zone of Oromia region for example, at least two 
weeks of continuous and adequate rains are required to start replenishing water sources 
and to improve pasture availability. 
 
As of last week, water trucking was on-going in eight of the nine drought-affected kebeles 
in Legahida and Salahad woredas of Nogob zone (Somali), with three water trucks using 
water sources in neighbouring Oromia region.  Of the 75 water trucks requested for 
drought-affected communities in Oromia, 47 were operational in East and West Hararge 
and West Arsi zones. The trucking gaps were in Guji (2), Bale (4) and Borena (22) zones. 
In Afar region, thirteen water trucks supported communities in Berhale, Dubti, Elidar and 
Kori woredas. The impact of the rains on water and pasture availability is being closely 
monitored. For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org  

Key Issues: 
 
 The Ministry of Water 

and WaSH partners are 
closely monitoring the 
impact of the seasonal 
rains on availability of 
water and pasture.  

 
 Severe resource 

shortfalls reported for 
the first four rounds of 
relief food. 

 
 US$38 million are 

required to target 40 
million children under-15 
during the October 2015 
measles Supplementary 
Immunization Activity 
(SIA).  

 
 An additional $4.6 

million is required to 
procure ready to use 
therapeutic food to 
address nutritional 
needs of some 264,500 
severely malnourished 
children under-5. 
Resource mobilization 
activities are on-going. 

 

 
 
 
 


