
 
 

 

WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA                            30 September 2013 

Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs,  Email: ocha-eth@un.org

 
Key Events 

 Two additional confirmed polio cases were reported in the country over the past two months. The cases were 
children that had not received a dose of OPV since birth (zero-dose) in Bokh and Geladi woredas of Doolo 
zone, Somali region. The first case was confirmed on 10 July on an 18 months old child in Injiro kebele of 
Geladi woreda in Doolo zone. The Government and health partners continue to conduct polio immunization 
campaigns and to strengthen surveillance to curb the spread of the disease.  

 
Nutrition Update 
The revised list of nutrition hotspot woredas for the third quarter of 2013 (September to December) was released on 
19 September. Overall, the number of hotspot woredas increased by 5.5 per cent from 342 in April - when the last 
hotspot revision was conducted - to 361 at present. The number of priority 1 woredas for this quarter increased by 
16.8  per cent, from 113 to 132 woredas; while the number of priority 2 and 3 woredas remained relatively stable at 
166 (169 in April) and 63 (60 in April) respectively. The increase in Priority 1 woredas is mainly attributed to chronic 
food insecurity, aggravated by the failure of the belg season for three consecutive years (2011 to 2013) in most 
woredas of East and West Hararge zones of Oromia region, especially in East Hararge.  The nutrition hotspot list is 
intended to guide government and nutrition partners in the prioritization and allocation of available resources in 
planning and implementing nutrition and related responses. For more information, contact 
isaackmanyama@yahoo.co.uk  
 
WASH Update 
Three water trucks are providing clean water for the over 50,000 people displaced in East Hararge zone of Oromia 
region as a result of the recent inter-communal conflict between the Oromos and Somalis, including two trucks in 
Meyu woreda (of three trucks requested) and one truck in Kumbi woreda (of four trucks requested).  The Oromia 
Water Mines and Energy Bureau (OWMEB), in collaboration with partners, is also responding to the water needs of 
the near 30,000 Kenyans displaced into Ethiopia’s Moyale woreda of Borena zone with one water truck (of three 
requested). The bureau is finalizing the truck rental bidding process to fill the trucking gap in all three conflict-affected 
woredas. Separately, following the weeks long report of deteriorating water sources in Dawe Sarar woreda of Bale 
zone, Oromia region, the zonal WASH emergency taskforce requested two water trucks to supply water for some 
14,000 drought-affected people in the area.   
 
Elsewhere, the continuing good performance of the karma (mid-July to mid-September) rains further improved water 
availability in most parts of Afar region. Consequently, water trucking request for the region decreased to three trucks, 
down from five trucks last week. All three trucks are operational.  
 
Meanwhile, the first phase of the UN/NGO Joint Action Plan (JAP) in Somali region has concluded. As a result of the 
year-long intervention (from June 2012 to June 2013), there was a 41 per cent reduction in water trucking needs in the 
region. A second phase of the JAP is being prepared for the region, while the first phase of the JAP was launched in 
Afar region in June. The overall goal of the JAP was to establish more ‘drought resilient’ water sources – mainly drilled 
water wells -  and reduce the water trucking needs in Somali by 50 per cent by June 2013. For more information, 
contact awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 
Education update 
The Education Cluster supported the regional and local education authorities in conducting a rapid joint education 
needs assessment in the conflict-affected Meyu and Kumbi woredas of East Hararge zone, Oromia region. In Meyu 
woreda, four schools were burnt, five looted and most of the remaining ones are still closed, affecting the schooling of 
some 4,000 children (40 per cent girls) in the area. In Mino area of Kumbi woreda, some 3,700 displaced children (40 
per cent girls) have no access to education services. The Education Cluster will provide 37 tents to the local 
authorities for the establishment of temporary learning spaces in Mino. For more information, contact 
awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 
Relief food update 
The dispatch of the fifth round of relief food assistance – at full basket and ration – reached 22 per cent as of 25 
September. Priority for fifth round dispatch is given to food insecure North and South Wollo zones of Amhara; East 
and West Hararge and North Shewa zones of Oromia; and South Tigray zone of Tigray regions. Given the current 
resource shortfalls, the planned sixth round risk being delivered at a reduced ration and an incomplete basket. The 
DRMFSS, WFP and JEOP are discussing ways to cover the anticipated shortfalls.  A total of seven rounds were 
planned for 2013. Meanwhile, the third and fourth rounds were still being distributed to beneficiaries, and stood at 83 
and 63 per cent respectively as of the same date. For more information, contact wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 

 
No information received from agriculture, health and refugee sectors this week 


