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Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs, Email: ocha-eth@un.org 

Fifth round relief food to be dispatched to 1.5 million beneficiaries 
Pending the release of the revised 2014 Humanitarian Requirements Document (HRD), 
the Government agreed to dispatch the fifth round relief food ration to 1.5 million people 
requiring emergency food assistance in 108 nutrition hotspot priority one woredas only. 
The remaining relief food caseload identified by the national belg/gu/ganna/sugum 
humanitarian needs assessment conducted in June 2014 will receive the fifth round food 
ration after the official release of the HRD. For more information, contact: 
wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 

Suspected AWD cases reported in Dollo Ado woreda  
Last week, suspected cases of acute watery diarrhea (AWD) were reported from Dollo 
Ado woreda of Somali region. The Government and health partners dispatched a health 
team to the area to verify the report. Investigation results are expected this week. The 
Ethiopian government finalized a National Ebola Preparedness Plan. The plan will soon 
be shared with partners to initiate resource mobilization. For more information, contact: 
who-wro@et.afro.who.int 
 

Heavy rains and hailstorms damaged crops in parts of Amhara 
Heavy rains and hailstorms reportedly damaged meher crops on more than 17,838 ha of 
land in North Shewa, North and South Wollo, and North and South Gondar zones of 
Amhara region. Most affected is South Gondar zone. Reports indicate that the kiremt 
rains have increased in frequency and intensity in these areas in the past couple of 
weeks. Conversely, drought conditions persist in Waghimera zone of Amhara region. 
People and livestock continue to migrate looking for water and pasture. Also in Amhara, 
Acute Watery Diarrhea (AWD) emergency preparedness activities were initiated in 
Ambassel woreda of South Wollo zone ahead of the Gishen Mariam religious festival 
planned for next week. An estimated 75,000 people are expected in Ambassel to 
commemorate the event. 
 
Critical water shortages continue to be reported in seven deyr rain-receiving zones of 
Somali region. The situation in Afder zone, where increasing livestock deaths is being 
reported, is particularly concerning. The forecasted normal to above normal deyr (October 
to December) rains in south and south eastern Ethiopia will likely improve water 
availability and rejuvenate pasture in receiving areas. For more information, contact 
awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 

NMA releases its 2014-2015 bega season forecast 
On 24 September, the National Meteorological Agency (NMA) released its 2014-2015 
bega season forecast.  According to the forecast, the kiremt (June to September) rains 
are expected to extend until November 2014 in the north western and western parts of 
the country, positively impacting agricultural activities in these areas, especially late 
planted pulses and oil seeds and perennial plants. The forecasted normal to above 
normal deyr/hagaya (October to December) rains in southern and south eastern Ethiopia 
will likely improve water and pasture availability, positively impacting the food security and 
nutritional situation of communities in these areas.  
 
However, in the eastern, north eastern and central parts of the country, expected 
unseasonal rainfall could negatively impact harvest and post-harvest activities. NMA 
advised that harvest and post-harvest activities be carried-out on time so as to prevent 
harvest losses.  
 
Overall, the 2014-2015 bega season is expected to be normal, with a possibility of 
becoming a slightly wetter than normal season. For more information, contact 
dadimoswon@yahoo.com. Bega is the long dry season in Ethiopia extending from 
September to February. The southern and south eastern lowlands and the south western 
(SNNPR) parts of the country receive localized seasonal rainfalls during this period.  For 
more information, contact ocha-eth@un.org 
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