
 

 
 

 

WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA                                       23 June 2014 

Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs,  Email: ocha-eth@un.org 

 

Key Events 

 The 2014 multi-agency and multi-sector belg assessment started on 21 June countrywide and is expected to 
last for two weeks. The 2014 Humanitarian Requirements Document (HRD) will be reviewed and adjusted 
based on the findings of the assessment team.  

 Acute water shortages were reported in northern and northeastern Afar and in pastoralist areas of southern 
Ethiopia.  

 Between mid-December 2013 and 19 June 2014, 147,748 South Sudanese asylum seekers were registered 
in Gambella. 129,232 of them were relocated to camps, while the remaining asylum seekers settled with host 
communities or are awaiting relocation.  

 
Desert locust update 
The Ministry of Agriculture and partners continue to monitor the locust infestation. No new swarms entered Ethiopia 
since 11 June, even though a large matured swarm has formed in Somaliland which is expected to reproduce, 
resulting in large number of hoppers in July and August. The swarms remaining in Ethiopia are located in 
northwestern and western Tigray, in parts of Fafan and southern Siti zones (Somali region), and in the northern part of 
West Hararge (Oromia). The Humanitarian Response Fund contributed US$300,000 towards the $1.8 million required 
to conduct adequate control operations. For more information, contact mahlet.mulugeta@fao.org 
 

WaSH update 
Acute water shortages were reported in northern and northeastern Afar region following inadequate seasonal rains. 
Meanwhile in Somali region, critical water shortages were reported in Adadle, Bare, Dollo Bay, Dollo Ado, and Hargele 
woredas, as well as in parts of Kalafo, Mustahil and Ferfer woredas (Shabelle zone). Early livestock migration due to 
water and pasture scarcity was reported in Shabelle, Adfer and Liben zones. As of 18 June, 25 water trucks – up from 
22 trucks two weeks ago – were requested for Afar (9), Amhara (3), Tigray (8) and Oromia (5) regions. The 
Government and partners are supporting 18 water trucks benefitting some 118,200 people, leaving a gap of seven 
trucks in Tigray, where only two out of eight trucks are operating and Amhara with one truck gap. Water trucking 
requirements increased in Afar with an additional three trucks requested; all nine trucks are currently operating. The 
WaSH requirements from the 2014 HRD remain critically underfunded with only 2.17 per cent of resources secured to 
date. For more information, contact yetsegaye@unicef.org 
 

Refugee update 
Between mid-December 2013 and 19 June 2014, 147,748 South Sudanese asylum seekers were registered in 
Gambella, primarily women and children who account for 90 per cent of the new refugee population. To decongest the 
entry points, IOM accelerated the relocation exercise after initial delays due to poor road conditions. To date, 129,232 
asylum seekers were relocated to the camps by road and river, with only 1,700 people awaiting relocation, mainly in 
the Pagak and Akobo entry points. 608 particularly vulnerable refugees were relocated by helicopter. The rate of new 
daily arrivals declined during the second week of June, with below 600 new daily arrivals between 6 and 12 June, 
compared to over 1,000 new daily arrivals in the beginning of the month. Both Leitchuor and Kule camps already 
reached full capacity with 47,569 and 51,476 individuals, while the most recently opened camp, Kule 2, already hosts 
25,325 refugees. UNHCR and the government are discussing the need for additional land in Gambella to host 
additional new refugees. To reduce the risk of acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) in the camps, ARRA, UNHCR and 
partners initiated a AWD prevention strategy. Hosting 570,000 refugees as of the end of May, Ethiopia is the second 
biggest host nation in Africa after Kenya. For more information, contact gegziabk@unhcr.org 
 
WFP has moved some 6,920 metric tons of commodities to South Sudan through air-drops, and road and river 
operations since the start of the cross-border operation in March. To increase air capacity in light of logistical 
constraints associated with the rainy season in South Sudan, WFP deployed a second aircraft to Gambella for cross-
border air drops, while preparations are underway to bring a second aircraft to Assosa (Benishangul-Gumuz). A total 
of three aircraft are currently undertaking cross-border operations. wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 

Relief food update 
The distribution of the first round of relief food assistance stood at 99 per cent as of 17 June. The dispatch and 
distribution rates for the second round of relief food assistance stood at 93 and 42 per cent, respectively. Distribution 
rates for the second round vary across regions with 79 per cent of rations distributed in Somali region, while 27 and 19 
per cent were distributed in Tigray and Oromia. Dispatch of the third round also started during the week with, 24 per 
cent of supplies dispatched to date. For more information, contact wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
   

No information received from Education and Health and sectors this week  
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