
 
 
Potato blight infestation in Oromia Region 
Nine woredas in East Hararge zone of Oromia Region reported blight infestation on Irish potatoes. According to the 
results of a rapid assessment, 60 to 80 per cent of the potato harvest is so far damaged. Irish potato is one of the 
major crops consumed by households during the hunger season in both belg and meher cropping areas. Although 
currently under control, an army worm infestation last month had also affected two other major belg crops in the area: 
maize and sorghum. Coupled with the late onset of the belg rains and the subsequent low area planted with belg 
crops, the infestations will further reduce the expected yield this season. The implication of the yield reduction on the 
food security situation in the area will be captured by the upcoming multi-agency belg needs assessment. For more 
information, contact: ocha-eth@un.org   
 
Refugee Update 
In May, 2,487 new refugee arrivals were registered throughout the country, including 975 South Sudanese, 725 
Eritreans, 719 Somalis and 68 Sudanese. UNHCR and the Government refugee agency, ARRA, have so far relocated 
some 800 Eritrean refugees to the new Hintsats camp. The opening of the new camp – the 4th camp in Tigray Region 
and the 6th camp hosting Eritrean refugees in the country – was expedited owing to the high and steady influx of 
refugees from Eritrea seen since March this year. A substantial number of these new arrivals are unaccompanied 
minors requiring special assistance and protection. UNHCR and partners are working to further expand the basic 
infrastructure of the new camp, including shelter, WASH, health and other basic communal facilities.  
 
In Gambella Region, ARRA, with IOM support, has so far relocated 1,000 of the 6,000 Sudanese refugees living in 
Wanthowa woreda to Pugnido camp. An additional 10,000 refugees, keeping a large number of livestock, will be 
accommodated near the border. Meanwhile, two inter-agency assessments confirmed the arrival of 2,178 refugees 
from South Sudan in Dima woreda of Agnewak zone, Gambella Region between 7 May and 7 June. The new arrivals 
fled ongoing fighting between the South Sudanese Armed forces and the SSDM rebels in Pibor County of Jonglei 
State, and more are expected to arrive, reportedly from the Nyalongoro, Kaiwa and Niate areas of South Sudan. 
Pending the distribution of a one-time food assistance, WFP had distributed high-energy biscuits, while UNHCR had 
provided basic emergency supplies, including plastic sheets, sleeping mats, blankets and jerry cans. Additional 
emergency supplies are being dispatched to the area. ARRA is planning to relocate the new arrivals to a safer location 
away from the border, before heavy kiremt rains impede road access. For more information, contact: 
gegziabk@unhcr.org 
 
WASH Update 
Over the past week, critical water shortages continued to be reported in some woredas of Afar and Tigray Regions, 
and in Menjar Shenkora and East Belessa woredas of Amhara Region. Currently in their dry season, additional 
trucking needs are likely in Afar and Tigray over the next weeks. Of the 27 water trucks requested nationwide, 19 are 
operational in Afar (all 6 trucks requested), Amhara (all 4 trucks requested) and Tigray (9 of 17 requested).  
 
Meanwhile, according to the National Meteorological Agency (NMA), timely onset and cessation of the kiremt rains is 
expect in most kiremt-receiving parts of the country – although the rains have already started in some parts of western 
and central Ethiopia. Overall, the NMA forecast normal to above-normal rainfall performance in eastern, central, 
western and south western Ethiopia. Near-normal rainfall performance is expected in the northern parts, while rains 
are likely to be below-normal in the north western parts of the country. Localized heavy rains will likely cause flooding 
in flood-prone areas. For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 
Health Update 
In the past week, 236 suspected cases of measles – with no death - were reported mainly from Waghemira and East 
Gojam zones of Amhara (57 cases); Kelem Wellega, West Harerge and Bale zones of Oromia (91 cases); and Gamo 
Gofa and Bench Maji zones of SNNP ( 64 cases), while 42 cases of meningitis were reported across the three 
regions. Increasing number of malaria cases were also reported from Amhara and SNNP Regions over the past two 
weeks. The SNNP Regional Health Bureau is currently conducting preventive measures, including indoor residual 
spraying (IRS), distribution of insecticide treated nets (ITNs) and provision of mass fever treatment in 64 malaria 
hotspot woredas.  
 
Meanwhile, the Yellow Fever outbreak continues in South Omo zone, SNNPR, with close to 130 cases reported in 
North Ari, South Ari, Benatsemay and Selmago woredas. The government, with support from health partners, is 
conducting a second phase reactive Yellow Fever vaccination – integrated with measles sub-national immunization 
activity (SIA) - targeting close to 600,000 people in the zone. Under the first phase, 20,000 people were targeted in the 
four kebeles of South Ari woreda where the six confirmed cases were reported.  The Regional Health Bureaus, with 
support from health partners, continue to implement the standard prevention and control strategy, including, vector 
control, case management, social mobilization and enhancing surveillance in all areas affected by these public health 
concerns. For more information, contact: who-wro@et.afro.who.int  
 

No information received for Agriculture and Nutrition this week 

 


