
 

 
 

 

WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA                                     16 June 

Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs,  Email: ocha-eth@un.org

 
Key Events 

 The 2014 multi-agency and multi-sector belg assessment started on 15 June in Somali region and is expected to start on 
21 June countrywide.  

 Two emergency nutrition surveys conducted in Jikawo and Lare woredas of Gambella region found critical levels of global 
acute malnutrition (GAM) of 19.2 and 18.2 per cent respectively. Partners agreed to strengthen their response.  

 Between mid-December and 14 June, 147,040 South Sudanese asylum seekers were registered in Gambella. The 
expedited relocation of 10,738 new arrivals from Burubiey entry point to Kule 2 which started on 7 June was completed on 
14 June.  

 As of 10 June, WFP dispatched 5,985 metric tons of commodities across the border from Ethiopia into South Sudan by air, 
road and river.  

 
Funding update 
The 2014 Humanitarian Requirements Document (HRD) launched on 24 January was funded at 51 per cent as of 9 June. This 
takes into account a carry-over of US$50.7 million from 2013. Otherwise, the HRD would be funded at 44 per cent. The highest-
funded sectors were relief food with 56 per cent following the injection of $67 million from the PSNP’s Risk Financing Mechanism 
(RFM), and TSF and health funded at 64 and 55 per cent respectively. Both the WaSH and agriculture sectors are critically 
underfunded at 2.17 and 18 per cent respectively. The financial requirements for the HRD will be adjusted based on the findings of 
the belg assessment, which will start on 21 June countrywide with the exception of Somali region where the assessment already 
started on 15 June. The assessment team will focus on pastoralist areas which received poor rains and northeastern Ethiopia. For 
more information, contact ocha-eth@un.org 
 
Desert locust update 
The Ministry of Agriculture and partners continue ground and air operations to control the desert locust swarms infesting parts of 
Ethiopia. Between mid-March and mid-May, more than 4,312 ha were covered and aerial and ground spraying was conducted on 
28 swarms. Despite these efforts at least one generation of breeding is likely to occur in June in eastern Ethiopia as the immature 
swarms will start to breed. An estimated $1.8 million are required to conduct adequate control operations. For more information, 
contact mahlet.mulugeta@fao.org 
 
Nutrition update 
The nutrition situation remained stable across the country with a two per cent decrease in TFP admissions between March and 
April in line with seasonal trends also observed in 2013. 21,105 severely malnourished people received TFP services in April, a 
10.7 per cent decrease compared to the same time in 2013. TFP admissions decreased in Amhara by 22 per cent, but increased 
by 5 per cent in Oromia region. Two emergency nutrition surveys conducted in Jikawo and Lare woredas of Gambella region found 
critical levels of global acute malnutrition at 19.2 and 18.2 per cent respectively. In Lare, crude (1.39) and under-five (5.28) mortality 
rates) were above the emergency thresholds of 1.14 and 2.3 per 10,000 population per day respectively while in Jikawo only the 
under-five mortality rate exceeded emergency threshold levels. The nutrition situation in both woredas was therefore classified as 
critical as per national emergency nutrition assessment guideline. The two woredas had already been classified as priority one 
nutrition hotspot woredas in April. In response, the Gambella nutrition cluster held a meeting called by DRMFSS’ Emergency 
Nutrition Coordination Unit (ENCU) during which partners agreed to strengthen emergency nutrition responses in the two woredas 
and expand their services in other woredas. For more information, contact isaack.manyama1@gmail.com 
 
Refugee update 
Between mid-December 2013 and 14 June 2014, 147,040 South Sudanese asylum seekers were registered in Gambella. The one-
week accelerated relocation exercise of new arrivals from Burubiey entry point to Kule 2 refugee camp was completed on 14 June 
with the successful relocation of 10,738 refugees. Since the 29 April opening of Burubiey as a reception and registration centre, 
32,672 people were registered. 22,109 people were relocated, while the remaining 10,563 registered South Sudanese refugees 
opted to settle with Burubiey's host community to take care of their cattle. Some 1,700 people still await relocation in other border 
points. The number of new arrivals has slightly decreased to below 1,000 persons per day since the beginning of June. Between 
January and April, arrival rates remained stable at some 30,000 new arrivals per month, before increasing to over 37,000 people in 
May. Taking into account developments in South Sudan, a revised regional refugee appeal, including an expected $300 million 
requirement for Ethiopia is expected to be launched in mid-July. This is based on the current planning figure of 300,000 to 350,000 
new arrivals by the end of 2014. For more information, contact gegziabk@unhcr.org 
 
Meanwhile, WFP Ethiopia continued cross-border operations of commodities dispatching 5,641 out of an estimated 25,000 metric 
tons by air, road and river as of 10 June. WFP’s refugee operations in Ethiopia will face critical funding shortfalls from September 
onwards unless new resources are secured. The funding gap stands at $49.3 million out of $70 million required to fund operations 
from June to December. For more information, contact wfp.addisababa@wfp.org            
 
Relief food update 
The distribution of the first round of relief food assistance for 2014 is almost complete. As of 11 June, 95 per cent of the first round 
rations were distributed while the dispatch and distribution rates for the second round of relief food assistance stood at 92 and 40 
per cent, respectively. Distribution rates for the second round vary across regions with 77 per cent of rations distributed in Somali 
region, while only 27 and 18 per cent were distributed in Tigray and Oromia respectively. For more information, contact 
wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 

No information received from Education, Health and WaSH sectors this week  


