
 
 

 

WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA                                 14 October 2013 

Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs,  Email: ocha-eth@un.org 

 

Key Events 

 The incident command post (ICP) established in Jijiga on 4 October to coordinate humanitarian responses to 
the conflict-affected people in Nogob zone, Somali region agreed on the beneficiary figures for relief food and 
NFI assistance. Accordingly, 2,966 people in Meyu Muluke and 1,925 people in Kubi woredas require relief 
food assistance, while 2,372 people in Meyu Muluke and 1,540 people in Kubi woredas require NFI support. 
The identification of the beneficiary figures will speed up the delivery of assistance to the affected population.  

Agriculture update 
Upon the request of the Amhara Regional Government, humanitarian agencies responded to the emergency seed 
needs identified in the woredas affected by the August flooding.  Of the total seed requirement of 11,703 quintals, 
3,141 quintals were distributed, including 141 quintals in Ambasel, 113 quintals in Borena, 1,235 quintals in Debark, 
107 quintals in Dewa Chefa, 715 quintals in Gonder Zuria, 213 quintals in Habru, 184 quintals in Mekdela, 433 
quintals in Tenta woredas. The seed gap of 8,562 quintals has yet to be covered. For more information, contact fao-
et@fao.org 

 
Education update 
The Education Cluster is mobilizing resources for the establishment of temporary learning spaces in the conflict-
affected Mino town of Kumbi woreda, and the rehabilitation of the schools damaged during the conflict in both Kumbi 
and Meyu woredas of East Hararge zone, Oromia region. Meanwhile, education supplies, including 40 school tents 
are being delivered to the local authorities. Four schools were burnt and five looted in Meyu woreda affecting the 
schooling of some 4,000 children (40 per cent girls). In Mino town, some 3,700 displaced children (40 per cent girls) 
have no access to education services.  Separately, under the leadership of the Ministry of Education, 200 
professionals from Afar, Benishangul Gumuz, Gambella and Somali regions will be trained in school-based DRR in 
February. This will enable risk assessment, vulnerability mapping and development of a response plan for 75 primary-
schools in emergency-prone areas. A teacher training module and student guide are being developed by the African 
Centre for DRM (ACDRM), Addis Ababa University. For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org    
 
WASH Update 
In Somali region, the deyr (October to December) rains have started in parts of Afder, Doolo, Jarar, Nogob and 
Shabelle zones, relieving the water stress reported in these areas, including in the conflict-affected Kubi and Meyu 
Muluke woredas of Nogob zone. Similarly, following the start of the Hagaya (October to December) rains in Oromia 
region, the Regional Water Bureau is considering interrupting the water trucking operations/requests in Kumbi and 
Meyu woredas of East Hararge zone.    
 
At present, 16 water trucks are operating in Afar (all three trucks requested), Oromia (one of five trucks requested), 
Somali (nine trucks) and Tigray (three out of five  requested) regions. The reported trucking gaps are in Raya Azebo, 
Southern Tigray (two trucks), in Dawe Sarar woreda of Bale zone (one truck) and Moyale woreda of Borena zone 
(three trucks), Oromia. Nearly 30,000 Kenyans displaced in Moyale woreda and some 14,000 people suffering from 
water shortages in Dawe Sarar woreda require emergency WASH assistance. For more information, contact 
awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 
Relief food update 
As of 10 October, The dispatch of the fifth round of relief food assistance – at full basket and ration – reached 77 per 
cent. Meanwhile, distribution was on-going and the third round distribution stood at 90 per cent, the fourth round at 79 
per cent and the fifth round at 10 per cent. Discussions on ways to cover the anticipated shortfalls for the sixth round 
and seventh round revealed that the gaps would be covered through the PSNP budget in the PSNP woredas. 
DRMFSS, WFP and JEOP are still looking for ways to cover the perceived gaps in the non-PSNP woredas.  For more 
information, contact wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 
Health Update 
Following the polio outbreak in neighbouring South Sudan where three polio cases were reported in Eastern Equatoria 
and Bahr el Ghazal States, the Ethiopian government has strengthened community based surveillance and is 
implementing polio immunization activities in the regions bordering South Sudan. Similar to the Ethiopia-Somalia 
border, the government will establish vaccination points along the border with South Sudan. At present, 28 permanent 
border vaccination points are established in Benishangul Gumuz. Meanwhile, from 3 to 6 October, the Ministry of 
Health conducted the national polio immunization campaign (NID) targeting some 13 million children under-5 
throughout the country, except Somali region where the campaign is being conducted from 9 to 12 October. In the two 
woredas in Doolo zone, Somali region where the four confirmed polio cases were reported, the vaccination campaign 
targets children under 15 years. A second round of NID is planned for 15 to 18 November. For more information, 
contact: who-wro@et.afro.who.int 

No information received from nutrition and refugee sectors this week 
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