
 

 
 

 

WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA                                       14 April 2014 

Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs,  Email: ocha-eth@un.org

 
Key Events 

 With the continued heavy influx, the expected number of South Sudanese refugees in Gambella region was 
increased to 200,000 people, up from 150,000 people last week.  

 The Government and humanitarian partners fear a spike in malnutrition in the country given the slow 
distribution rate of the first round of relief food assistance and the critical resource shortfalls for the targeted 
supplementary feeding (TSF) program. Last week, the Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector 
(DRMFSS) deployed a team to assess the food security situation in prioritized woredas in four regions. The 
assessment result will be shared with partners upon completion.     

 Ethiopia’s food price inflation rose to 6.1 per cent in March, up from 4.7 per cent in February. The food price 
inflation is driven by the price increases of bread and cereal. 

 With the on-going seasonal rains in Oromia and Somali regions, the national water trucking request 
decreased to 49 trucks, down from 51 trucks a week ago. 

 According to the education cluster, an estimated 30,000 – 40,000 refugee children in Gambella region require 
emergency education intervention.  
 

Relief food update 
WFP and JEOP/USAID are discussing ways to provide corn soya blend (CSB) through the TSF program instead of 
the relief food operation from the second round onwards. Similarly, on-going discussions on the modalities of utilizing 
the Risk Financing Mechanism (RFM) to cover relief food requirements from the second to the fourth rounds are 
yielding results. Of the 2.2 million relief food beneficiaries identified for the first half of 2014, the RFM will cover the 
relief food requirements of 1.4 million people:  500,000 people will receive cash transfers, while 900,000 people will 
directly receive food rations. Partners only have relief food supplies for 500,000 out of the 900,000 beneficiaries for 
the second round, and are exploring options to cover the gap. In the meantime, dispatch of the second round of relief 
food will likely start with the available resources.  
 
As of 9 April, 84 per cent of the first round of relief food assistance was dispatched, and 43 per cent of the ration 
distributed. To date, 15 of the 68 hotspot priority one woredas benefitted from TSF interventions. For more 
information, contact wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 

 
Price Update 
Ethiopia’s year-on-year national inflation rate rose to 8.8 per cent in March, up from 7.9 per cent the previous month, 
according to the latest report from the Central Statistics Agency (CSA). Food price inflation rose to 6.1 per cent in 
March, up from 4.7 per cent in February, and the non-food inflation rate slightly increased from 11.4 to 11.8 per cent 
during the same period. According to CSA, the food price inflation is driven by the price increases of bread and cereal. 
The price hike will mostly affect the purchasing power of poor households. For more information, contact: 
infodrmfss@dppc.gov.et 
 
WASH Update 
During the past week, Somali region continued to receive good seasonal rainfall, both in amount and distribution. As a 
result, water availability has improved in most drought-affected woredas in the region. Similarly in Oromia region, good 
rains received in Sawena woreda of Bale zone and in all woredas of Borena zone resulted in the cessation of water 
trucking operations in these areas. Consequently, the national water trucking request decreased to 49 trucks, down 
from 51 trucks a week ago. As of 11 April, 32 trucks were operational in Afar (seven of eight trucks requested); 
Amhara (one of three trucks requested); Oromia (16 of 21 trucks requested); and Tigray (all eight trucks requested). 
None of the nine trucks requested for Somali region were deployed as of the same date.  
 
The Government and WASH partners continue to invest in sustainable water schemes. In March, 56 water schemes 
were maintained or constructed in six zones of Oromia region. The implementation of the Joint Action Plan (JAP) in 
eight woredas in Afar region and 10 woredas in Somali region is on-going. Through the construction and rehabilitation 
of water schemes, the JAP aims to reduce water trucking needs by 80 per cent by December 2015 in Afar region and 
by 75 per cent by June 2014 in Somali region. For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 
 
 

No information received from Agriculture, Nutrition and Health sectors this week 


