
 
 
Refugee Update 
A large number of Eritrean refugees continue to arrive in Tigray Region, with 1,365 refugees registered in April, 
including unaccompanied minors (UAM). This indicates the continuation of the unprecedented surge in new arrivals 
seen in March, when 1,480 refugees were registered. The development of the fourth camp at Hitsats is being 
expedited to accommodate the new arrivals, as the existing camps are quickly reaching full capacity. Shortage of 
shelter materials, however, remains a challenge. The unusually high number of UAM is also presenting additional 
challenges to UNHCR and ARRA. In conjunction with providing protection and basic assistance to the minors, 
UNHCR and partners are looking into durable solutions.   
 
In Gambella Region, UNHCR and ARRA, are finalizing plans to relocate 6,000 of the nearly 16,000 South Sudanese 
asylum seekers living with host communities in Wanthowa woreda for over a year, to Pugnido camp. The remaining 
group, most of whom keep livestock, will be relocated once a new camp is established near their current location. 
Pending the relocation, WFP started distributing a one-time food ration for the entire caseload on 24 April. Meanwhile, 
the area continues to receive new asylum seekers from Akobo County of South Sudan’s Jonglei State. The new 
arrivals cite renewed insecurity as their reason for flight. UNHCR and ARRA have yet to verify reports stating the 
arrival of some 7,000 additional people in Wanthowa since the validation exercise ended on 20 February. In 
Beneshangul Gumuz Region, UNHCR and ARRA relocated over 900 refugees from Sudan’s Blue Nile State from the 
border to Sherkole camp. The refugees have been living with host communities in the border area since 2011. An 
additional 2,000 are to be relocated in the coming weeks. The site for a fourth camp in the area has yet to be 
approved by local authorities.   
  
The arrival rate of Somali refugees remains relatively low as a result of continued seasonal rainfall, with 957 refugees 
registered in April, down from 1,987 refugees in March and 4,726 in February. Overall, 3,263 new refugees arrived in 
April, including 1,365 from Eritrea, 957 from Somalia and 936 from the Sudans, bringing the total number of refugees 
hosted in Ethiopia at the end of  April to 397,421. For more information, contact: gegziabk@unhcr.org 
 
Relief Food Update 
As of 8 May, relief food dispatch for the first round of 2013, targeting 2.48 million people nationwide, reached 90 per 
cent. The Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS) dispatched 92 per cent of total allocation 
to its covered areas; the NGO consortium Joint Emergency Operation (JEOP) dispatched 93 per cent and WFP 85 per 
cent.  As far as reported from regional bureaus, the first round distribution stood at only 48 per cent as of the same 
date. The delays in relief food dispatch and distribution are exacerbating the already vulnerable food and nutritional 
situation of poor households in affected areas. Meanwhile, as of 8 May, dispatch of the Productive Safety Net 
Programme (PSNP) food allocation for March – the third round for 2013 - stood at 65 per cent; while the PSNP food 
allocation for April reached 27 per cent. For more information, contract wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 

Nutrition Update 
New admissions of children suffering from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) to therapeutic feeding programs (TFPs) 
increased by 3 per cent countrywide, from 22,963 admissions in February (90.4 per cent reporting rate) to 23,645 in 
March (85.8 per cent reporting rate). Regionally, TFP admissions increased by 67 per cent in SNNPR from 4,835 in 
February to 8,075 in March, while the admission trends were stable in Tigray Region. The high rate of increase in 
SNNPR – the only region reporting an increase – is partly linked to the Community Health Day (CHD) active screening 
and case finding conducted in March in addition to the late targeted supplementary feeding (TSF) response to 
moderately malnourished (MAM) cases and the deterioration of the food security situation in some woredas. The 
February to March malnutrition trend in Amhara, Afar, Oromia and Somali Regions is inconclusive. In Afar, however, 
the Government and nutrition partners have strengthened nutrition responses following reports of deteriorating food 
and nutritional situation in the region.  
 
In a normal year, malnutrition rates spike between February and May, coinciding with the hunger season in belg-
receiving parts of the country, which ends in June with the arrival of the belg harvest. The elevated rates gradually 
decrease between June and August and significantly drop in September. For more information, contract 
isaackmanyama@yahoo.co.uk  
 
Floods Response Update 
Heavy rains continue to cause flooding in flood-prone areas around the country. Flooding in Mustahil, Kelafo and 
Ferfer woredas of Shabelle zone (Somali Region) affected 1,120 households and displaced 465 households last 
week. Similarly, flooding in Loka Abaya and Humbo woredas of SNNPR affected 350 households last week.  
Response so far, however, is insufficient. While the Government and humanitarian partners are responding to the 
needs of the flood-affected population in Somali and SNNP Regions, the thousands of flood-affected in East Hararge, 
West Hararge and Borena zones of Oromia Region have yet to receive assistance. 
 

No information received for Health, Education and Agriculture this week 

 


