
 

 
 

 

WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA                                        12 May 2014 

Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs,  Email: ocha-eth@un.org

 
Key Events 
 704 dengue fever cases were reported from Adhare (Adear) woreda since a dengue fever outbreak was confirmed in 

Afar region in the last week of March. Case management and active case search continues. 
 On-going seasonal rains are improving the water availability in drought-prone areas around the country. At present, 40 

water trucks – down from 49 last week – are requested for Afar, Amhara, Oromia, Somali and Tigray regions. 
 Since the escalation of violence in Nasir town in Upper Nile State on 4 May, an increasing number of asylum seekers 

are crossing the Ethiopian border through Burubiey. As of 10 May, an estimated 18,000 new arrivals were registered at 
this entry point.  

Health Update 
In the last week of March 2014, a dengue fever outbreak was confirmed in Afar region. As of last week, 704 dengue fever 
cases were reported from Adhare (Adear) woreda in zone 1. The majority of the cases are between the ages of 15 and 44.  
Case management and active case search continues. In Gambella region, WHO sent an outbreak verification team following 
reports of a suspected acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) outbreak among the South Sudanese refugees in Itang special 
woreda. The investigation result revealed that there is no AWD outbreak in the area. However, in light of the progressing 
rainy season and the risk for water-borne diseases, including AWD, the Ethiopian Public Health Institute (EPHI) 
strengthened sample collection and transportation capacity to allow for a speedy sample delivery to the national laboratory 
and a timely case confirmation.   
 
Suspected cases of measles continue to be reported in pocket areas of the country. Between 28 and 4 May, 588 cases were 
reported, the majority in Amhara (65.8 per cent), Oromia (8.8 per cent) and SNNP (7.4 per cent) regions. At present, there 
are four active measles outbreaks, including North Shewa zone (Amhara), West Arsi zone (Oromia), Gurage zone (SNNP) 
and Doolo zone (Somali). Meanwhile, since the polio outbreak in August 2013, the number of confirmed polio cases remains 
at 10 (with a 5 January 2014 date of onset). Between 2 and 7 May, the Government and health partners conducted another 
round of a mass polio vaccination (SNID). The campaign reached more than 4 million children under-15 in Bale and Borena 
zones of Oromia, and in Benishangul Gumuz, Gambella, Harari and Somali regions. Of the 4 million people reached, 24,827 
are South Sudanese refugees in Gambella region. Recently, WHO declared the wild polio virus (WPV) a “public health 
emergency of international concern”. The residents of countries that have reported cases of WPV, including Afghanistan, 
Ethiopia, Equatorial Guinea, Iraq, Israel, Nigeria and Somalia, were advised to get polio vaccination a month to a year prior 
to any international travel. The Ethiopian government and health partners continue to strengthen case management and 
surveillance in all outbreak-affected and neighbouring woredas. For more information, contact: who-wro@et.afro.who.int 
 
WASH Update 
In Oromia region, the good seasonal rains improved the water availability in the drought-prone West Hararge zone and parts 
of Bale zone. As a result, water trucking operations ceased in these areas.  
 
At present, 40 water trucks – down from 49 last week – are requested for Afar, Amhara, Oromia, Somali and Tigray regions. 
The Government and WASH partners are supporting 21 water trucks benefitting an estimated 177,000 people, leaving a gap 
of 19 trucks in Afar (1), Oromia (3), Somali (9) and Tigray (6). In addition, two water trucks are supporting some 30,700 
conflict-affected people in Guji zone of Oromia region. For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 
Relief food update 
As of 8 May, 97 per cent of the first round of relief food assistance was dispatched and 72 per cent of the ration distributed. 
The second round of relief food dispatch started last week, and reached 39 per cent as of 8 May. The PSNP’s Risk 
Financing Mechanism (RFM) will cover the relief food needs of beneficiaries in PSNP woredas for the second to the fourth 
relief food rounds. For more information, contact wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 
Refugee Update 
As of 10 May, 106,743 South Sudanese refugees were registered in Gambella region, the majority in Pagak (63,417 people) 
and Akobo Tiergol (31,594 people) border crossings. Since the escalation of violence in Nasir town in Upper Nile State on 4 
May, an increasing number of asylum seekers are crossing the Ethiopian border through Burubiey. As of 10 May, an 
estimated 18,000 new arrivals were registered at this entry point. The Government and partners are relocating resources 
and scaling up their response efforts in Burubiey, as well as in other sites.   
 
Meanwhile, IOM continues to support the boat and land relocation of the refugees from the various entry points to camps. As 
of 10 May, 95,653 refugees were relocated to Leitchor (46,793 people), Kule (45,822 people), Okugo (1,543 people) and 
Pugnido (1,495 people). All camps are at full capacity. UNHCR and ARRA, with the support from partners, are expediting 
the development of Kule 2 camp. Upon completion, the camp will have a capacity of 30,000 people. The Government and 
partners continue to address the urgent humanitarian needs of the refugees, including Shelter, nutrition and hygiene and 
sanitation services. For more information, contact: gegziabk@unhcr.org 

 

No information received from the Nutrition, Education and Agriculture sectors this week 


