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Water shortages continue to be reported in parts of Oromia  
Seasonal rains over the past two weeks improved water availability in most of the 
chronically drought-affected woredas of Oromia region. Woredas in the lowlands that did 
not receive enough rains to replenish water sources continue to report water shortages. 
At present, all 21 water trucks requested for the region are operating in Borena (15 
trucks), Bale (1 truck), East Hararge (3 trucks) and West Hararge (2 trucks) zones, 
benefitting some 139,000 people. No water trucking requirements are reported in other 
regions of the country.  
 
Meanwhile in Amhara region, the extended kiremt (June-September) rains continued 
benefiting agricultural activities in the eastern part of the region where the seasonal rains 
started late. However, the rains are affecting already matured crops in some areas, 
including the staple teff. This will likely negatively impact the meher (October-December) 
harvest. Released on 24 September by the National Meteorological Agency (NMA), the 
2014-2015 bega season forecast indicated that in the eastern, north eastern and central 
parts of the country, unseasonal rainfall could negatively impact harvest and post-harvest 
activities. NMA advised that harvest and post-harvest activities be carried-out on time to 
mitigate post-harvest losses. Bega is the long dry season in Ethiopia extending from 
September to February. For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org  

 
Government and partners respond to flood-affected communities 
Following the SNNP regional authorities’ request for assistance for some 35,698 flood-
affected people in Dassenech woreda, DRMFSS dispatched initial relief food assistance 
and a boat to facilitate access to affected communities. DRMFSS and FAO are 
collaborating with sector partners to initiate livestock intervention in the flood affected 
areas. For more information, contact ocha-eth@un.org  
 
The Education Sector responded to the needs of flood-affected children in Amibara, 
Buremudayitu and Gewane woredas of Afar region.  In Somali region, floods damaged 59 
schools (34 primary and 25 ABE Centres), affecting 22,070 school children in Ferfer, 
Kelafo and Mustahil woredas. UNICEF dispatched 3,000 school-in-a-bag kits and 720 
tarpaulins to establish temporary learning spaces for 3,000 school children. A gap of 
some 59 schools that need renovation and over 19,070 children that require education 
supplies remains. For more information, contact mshenkut@unicef.org  
 

More than 5,000 Eritrean refugees arrived in October 
The previously reported trend of rising numbers of Eritreans crossing into Ethiopia 
continued in October and early November. Ethiopia hosts nearly 107,000 Eritrean 
refugees, including more than 5,000 new arrivals in October, primarily from Asmara. This 
is a significant increase in the monthly arrival rate compared to the previous months 
during which nearly 2,000 new arrivals were registered. The influx continued in November 
with more than 400 Eritreans crossing on 4 November. UNHCR increased the number of 
registration staff and re-deployed non-food items (NFIs) and shelter materials to the 
refugee camps near Shire, where most of the new arrivals are hosted. ARRA and 
UNHCR are also exploring options to immediately transfer some 1,300 people hosted in 
the over-crowded reception centre to the camps.  
 
In Gambella, arrival rates remained low with an average of 90 South Sudanese registered 
during the past week. Out of the 21,000 people still awaiting relocation from the transit 
centres to the camps, 15,000 are expected to relocate shortly from Matar and Pamdong 
to Pugnido camp.  Flooding of the existing camps remains a concern even though the 
flood waters from the Baro River began receding. However, the water level within 
Nyingyang and its surroundings areas rose, threatening to cut off the road from Leitchor 
to Nyingyang. For more information, contact gegziabk@unhcr.org  
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