
 
 

 

WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA                               10 March 2014 

Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs,  Email: ocha-eth@un.org

 

Key Events 
 ARRA, UNHCR, with IOM support, are prioritizing the relocation of malnourished children and pregnant and lactating 

mothers from the border crossings to the refugee camps. As of 10 March, 897 malnourished children were relocated from 
Pagak to Leitchuor and Tierkidi camps and are receiving treatment. 

 A second meningitis outbreak is suspected in Gedo zone following reports of 35 suspected cases during the past week. 
 The Somali Regional Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Bureau (DPPB) is reporting critical water in 30 of the 69 

woredas in the region. 
 
Refugee Update 
Large numbers of South Sudanese refugees continue to cross the Ethiopian border into Gambella region fleeing 
hostilities in Jonglei and Upper Nile States of South Sudan. More than 68,000 new arrivals were registered as of 7 
March. In response to the increasing number of suspected measles cases reported among the refugees and host 
communities, the Gambella Regional Health Bureau, with support from the Government refugee agency (ARRA), 
UNICEF and UNHCR, conducted two mass measles vaccination campaigns between 27 February and 3 March. The 
campaigns reached children under-15 in Akobo (4,282), Pagak (10,899), Leitchuor camp (6,973), and 524 children 
under-15 in the newly established Tierkidi camp. Vitamin A supplement was given to all children under-5. A region-
wide measles and polio vaccination campaign is planned for 14-17 March.  
 
Meanwhile, ARRA and UNHCR, with IOM support, are prioritizing the relocation of malnourished children and 
pregnant and lactating mothers from the entry points to the camps. As of 10 March, 897 malnourished children were 
relocated from Pagak to Leitchuor and Tierkidi camps and are receiving treatment. A mass MUAC screening 
conducted on 24 and 25 February in Pagak revealed a high GAM (37.7 per cent) and SAM (11.1 per cent) rates 
among children under-5. Weekly food distributions to Pagak border crossing are set to start on 10 March. Similarly, 
ACF is assessing the nutrition status of refugees arriving in Leitchuor camp from Akobo. The assessment result is 
expected to be released this week. For more information, contact: GETACHEW@unhcr.org 
 
Health Update 
Amhara region continues to report the highest number of suspected measles cases in the country. During the past 
week, 697 suspected measles cases were reported nationwide, the majority from Amhara region (66 per cent), mostly 
from North Gondar zone. The other cases were from Oromia (10 per cent), SNNP (17.5 per cent) and 38 suspected 
cases reported from Pagak refugee camp in Wanthowa woreda of Nuer zone, Gambella region. The same regions are 
reporting suspected cases of meningitis, with 66 cases reported during the past week. The meningitis outbreak was 
confined to Amaro woreda of Segen Peoples zone, SNNPR. A second outbreak is now suspected in Gedo zone, with 
35 cases reported in Dilla town, Dilla Zuria and Wenago woredas during the past week. The SNNP Regional Health 
Bureau is planning a mass vaccination campaign in the affected woredas using the limited meningitis vaccine 
available in the country. WHO reports inadequate meningitis vaccine stock in Ethiopia to reach the more than 2 million 
people at risk.   
 
The recently concluded polio immunization campaign achieved 96-98 per cent coverage in the targeted areas of 
Somali region, six woredas of Bale zone, Oromia region and refugee camps in Benishangul Gumuz, Gambella and 
Somali regions. The campaign targeted 3.1 million children under-15. Another vaccination campaign is planned for 14-
17 March to fill gaps identified by the three-month polio outbreak response assessment. This campaign will target 
some 4 million children under-15 in Somali and other high-risk areas in Benishangul Gumuz, Dire Dawa, Gambella, 
Harari and Oromia. For more information, contact: who-wro@et.afro.who.int    
 
Relief food update 
Dispatch of the relief food ration for the first round of 2014 is on-going in all regions except Gambella and Harari, and 
stood at 42 per cent as of 5 March. The beneficiaries will receive a full food basket and ration with the exception of 
Somali region where 80 per cent of beneficiaries will have a 10 per cent CSB ration reduction due to quality related 
shortfalls of locally-produced CSB. The seventh (83 per cent) round of relief food assistance for 2013 was being 
distributed as of the same date. For more information, contact wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 
WASH Update 
The Somali Regional Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Bureau (DPPB) reported critical water shortages in 30 of 
the 69 woredas in the region, and requested immediate water trucking interventions. UNICEF is supporting seven 
water trucks in seven affected woredas for 15 days, after which the DPPB, with support from the Pastoralist, 
Community Development Project, will take over the operation. The two water trucks deployed in Afdem and 
Kebridehar woredas two weeks ago are still operational. The water trucking operations remain the same in Afar (three 
of seven trucks requested), Amhara (none deployed, three requested), Oromia (four of 19 trucks requested) and 
Tigray (all eight trucks requested) regions. For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org 

No information received from Agriculture, Education and Nutrition sectors this week 


