
 
 
National Needs Assessment Update  
The multi-agency and multi-sectoral national needs assessment is scheduled to begin on 15 June. The assessment 
will cover areas that receive belg (mid-February to May) rains, as well as agro-pastoralist areas in the eastern and 
southern lowlands that receive gu/ganna/sugum (March to June) rains. Secondary data generated by the Livelihood 
Early Assessment and Protection (LEAP) software and the National Meteorological Agency (NMA) will complement 
the assessment findings. The results will serve as the basis for revising the Humanitarian Requirements Document 
(HRD) for the second half of the year. For more information, contact OCHA-eth@un.org  
 
WASH Update 
Critical water shortages continue to be reported in most woredas of Afar Region with WASH partners anticipating 
additional water trucking needs in the region. Similarly, water availability deteriorated over the past week in Tigray 
Region. Conversely the seasonal rains have fully replenished water sources in Somali and SNNP Regions, and in 
nearly all woredas of Oromia and Amhara Regions. Accordingly, 28 water trucks – up from 26 last week – were 
requested for more than 566,000 people nationwide. All trucks requested in Afar (6 trucks), Oromia (1 truck) and 
Amhara (4 trucks) are operational, while 9 of 17 trucks requested are operating in Tigray. For more information, 
contact awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 
Nutrition Update 
New admissions of children suffering from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) to therapeutic feeding programs (TFPs) in 
SNNPR decreased by 18.3 per cent in April, from 8,075 admissions in March to 6,600 in April (94 per cent reporting 
rate). In a normal year, malnutrition rates spike between February and May/June, coinciding with the hunger season in 
belg receiving areas ending in June with the arrival of the belg harvest. The elevated rates gradually decrease 
between June and August and significantly drop in September. The decrease in admission rates in April this year is 
partly linked to the Community Health Day (CHD) active screening and case finding conducted in March that raised 
the admission rate in March and resulted in the relative decline in April. Elsewhere, the admission trends were stable 
in Amhara and were inconclusive in Oromia due to the low reporting rate.    
 
Seven ad hoc emergency (5 monitoring, 2 emergency) nutrition surveys conducted by nutrition cluster partners during 
March and April in Oromia, Amhara, Somali and Afar Regions revealed a mixed nutrition situation. Crude and under-5 
mortality rates of all the seven surveys were normal as per national and sphere standards. Emergency nutrition 
responses were being implemented in all the seven woredas. Two surveys in Oromia classified GAM and SAM 
prevalence as “normal” and another two (1 in Oromia and 1 in Amhara), as “poor.”  Elevated GAM rates ranging from 
10.5 to 12.6 per cent in Konaba woreda of zone 2 (Afar) and Kebridahar woreda of Korahe zone (Somali) were also 
reported. The monitoring surveys classified as “critical” Adadle woreda of Shabella zone (Somali) where GAM and 
SAM prevalence reached 24.4 and three per cent respectively. For more information, contact 
isaackmanyama@yahoo.co.uk 
    
Relief Food Update 
As of 4 June, the first round of relief food distribution reached 79 per cent and the distribution of the second round has 
begun. Meanwhile, dispatch of the second round of relief food reached 61 per cent: The Disaster Risk Management 
and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS) dispatched 53 per cent of total allocation to its covered areas; the NGO 
consortium Joint Emergency Operation (JEOP) dispatched 67 per cent and WFP 65 per cent.  
 
As of the same date, dispatch of the Productive Safety Net Programme (PSNP) food allocation for March stood at 84 
per cent; while the PSNP food allocation for April reached 41 per cent and that of May reached 18 per cent. For more 
information, contact wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 
Education Update 
The Afar Regional Education Bureau, with support from education partners, conducted a “back to school campaign” in 
May. The campaign targeted schools in 11 drought-affected woredas that closed down during the dry season due to 
lack of water. Over 6,500 children (35 per cent girls) are expected to return to school following this campaign. Since 
January 2013, education partners established a number of temporary learning spaces and built permanent schools, 
benefiting some 35,000 refugee children and more than 17,000 children in host communities in Somali, Gambella, 
Beneshangul Gumuz and Tigray Regions. For more information, contact kayano@unicef.org  
 

No information received for Agriculture and Health this week 
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