
 
 

 

WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA                               10 February 2014 

Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs,  Email: ocha-eth@un.org

 
Key Events 
 As of 5 February, the number of wild polio cases in Ethiopia stands at nine (9).  
 Discussions are on-going to address identified gaps in the second round of the 2014 relief food operation.  
 According to December 2013 TFP admissions, the nutrition status of children under-5 deteriorated in Amhara region.  
 
Health Update 
One new polio case confirmed in January in Somali region brought the polio caseload in Ethiopia to nine. The latest case is 
the second reported from Warder woreda, while earlier cases were from Bhok and Geladi woredas. The implementation of 
the supplementary polio immunization campaign (SIA) targeting 3.1 million children under-15 in Somali region, five woredas 
in Bale zone of Oromia region, and three refugee camps in Benishangul Gumuz, Gambella and Somali regions, is on-going. 
Measles outbreaks continue to be reported in twenty-three woredas in Addis Ababa, Amhara, Dire Dawa, Oromia and 
SNNP. The World Health Organization is still mobilizing funds for a planned measles vaccination campaign targeting 6.8 
million children under-15 in Oromia, SNNP and Somali regions. Meanwhile, the Ministry of Health, WHO, and health 
partners will conduct an in-depth investigation to identify root causes for the recurrence of measles outbreaks in Ethiopia 
despite regular mass immunization activities around the country.  
 
Since mid-December 2013, when the number of reported cases of meningococcal meningitis surged, 42 suspected cases of 
meningitis and three deaths were reported from Amaro woreda of Segen People’s zone, SNNPR. The majority of the 
reported cases are between the ages of 15 and 44.  At present, WHO reports an inadequate stock of meningitis vaccine in 
Ethiopia to reach the identified at-risk population. Some 2 million people live in high-risk woredas for meningitis. For more 
information, contact: who-wro@et.afro.who.int 
 
Education Update 
Thousands of children in western Gambella - the majority of which are South Sudanese refugees- have no access to 
education and recreation opportunities. To support the existing public education structures, the Education Cluster dispatched 
supplies for the establishment of temporary learning and recreational spaces benefiting 4,500 children from the refugee and 
host communities. In Oromia region, a back-to-school social mobilization campaign was conducted in conflict-affected Kumbi 
and Meyu woredas of East Hararge zone. Efforts are underway to establish temporary learning spaces, distribute education 
supplies and rehabilitate schools damaged by conflict. In Benishangul Gumuz region, nearly 5,000 students (47 per cent 
female) from 13 schools in 11 woredas at high risk to natural and man-made disasters benefited from a training on school-
based disaster risk reduction and monitoring of disaster risk analysis. The training targeted 55 education personnel, 
including education authorities, teachers and school directors. For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 
Relief food update 
Of the estimated 2.7 million people requiring relief food assistance in 2014, 2.2 million meher beneficiaries will be targeted 
during the first half of the year, based on the findings of the joint 2013 kiremt/deyr/karma multi-sector assessment. The 
Government and humanitarian partners have the resources to cover the first round of relief food assistance for 2014 at full 
food basket and ration. Discussions are on-going to address the identified gaps in the second round of the 2014 relief food 
operation. For more information, contact wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 
Nutrition Update 
The regional admissions of new SAM cases in the Therapeutic Feeding programme (TFP) in December 2013 revealed a 
stable nutrition status of children under-5 in SNNP, Tigray and Somali regions and a deteriorated nutritional situation in 
Amhara region. The 28 per cent increase in new TFP admissions between November and December registered in Amhara 
is partly associated with the community health day (CHD) screening conducted in December, a higher reporting rate (5 per 
cent increase from the November rate) and a deteriorated food security in drought-prone woredas.  
 
The regional admission trend in Afar and Oromia is unclear due to poor reporting rate in December. However, analysis at 
zonal level indicates that SAM cases dropped by 26 per cent in East Hararge (Oromia), from 2,299 cases in November to 
1,693 cases in December. Despite the decrease at the zonal level, the nutritional situation in six woredas in the zone 
remains of high concern. Poor nutrition conditions were also reported in drought-prone woredas of Afar region.  
 
Results of the bi-annual nutrition surveys conducted in November/December revealed a deteriorated nutritional situation in 
Amhara compared to the same time last year, and a stable situation in most of Oromia and Tigray regions. In Afar, the 
nutritional status of all three woredas assessed was classified as “poor”. The situation is expected to deteriorate in the 
coming month due to the failed Daada (December/January) rains. All the woredas classified by the bi-annual assessment as 
having “poor” and “serious” nutrition status in Afar, Amhara and Tigray regions benefit from Relief Food, TSF and TFP 
interventions. The Somali survey results were being compiled, while the SNNP surveys were postponed to February due 
logistical issues. For more information, please contact: imanyama@unicef.org 
 

No information received from Agriculture and WASH sectors this week 


