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Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs,  Email: ocha-eth@un.org

 
Key Events 

 The polio caseload in Ethiopia increased to seven. The Ministry of Health, with support from health partners, 
continues to implement prevention and control measures to contain the various outbreaks around the country, 
including measles, dengue fever and polio.  

 Between 15 December 2013 and 12 January 2014, 18,616 South Sudanese arrived in Ethiopia. The 
Government refugee agency, ARRA, and UNHCR, with support from partners, are coordinating the humanitarian 
assistance to the new arrivals.  

 Food relief will reportedly face shortfalls from the third round in 2014 
 

Health Update 
One new polio case reported in the third week of December brought the polio caseload in Ethiopia to seven. The latest 
case is a three year old boy from Mire kebele in Warder woreda of Doolo zone, Somali region. All the previous cases 
were also reported from Doolo zone, including five cases in Geladi woreda and one case in Bhok woreda. Another 
round of the polio immunization campaign (SIA) is planned for 24 – 27 January in Somali region, five woredas in Bale 
zone of Oromia region, and three refugee camps in Benishangul Gumuz, Gambella and Somali regions, targeting 
some 3.1 million children under-15. Elsewhere, the second round of the national polio immunization campaign (NID) 
was conducted between 27 and 30 December. The campaign targeted some 12.3 million children under-5. 
 
Meanwhile, measles cases continue to be reported nationwide. In the third week of December, 669 suspected 
measles cases were reported in SNNP (75.6 per cent), Oromia (6 per cent), Somali (4.9 per cent), Amhara (4.3 per 
cent), Benishangul Gumuz (0.3 per cent) and Tigray (0.1 per cent) regions. Twenty five woredas across Addis Ababa, 
Amhara, Dire Dawa, Oromia and SNNP currently report confirmed active measles outbreaks. A measles vaccination 
campaign targeting children under-5 planned for Saturday, 11 January was not yet initiated due to lack of funding. 
Also in the the third week of December, 67 human rabies exposure cases and one death were reported in Amhara (28 
cases), Tigray (24 cases), Oromia (10 cases) and SNNP (5 cases) regions. Tigray region has been reporting cases for 
the past six weeks.  
 
Suspected cases of dengue fever continue to be reported in Dire Dawa city. Reported cases have been gradually 
declining since the second week of November. Similarly, with the end of the rainy season, reported malaria cases 
have shown a declining trend in most regions since mid-November. As of the third week of December, 60,040 
confirmed clinical malaria cases and two deaths were reported nationwide. The Ministry of health, with support from 
health partners, continues to implement prevention and control measures to contain the various outbreaks, including 
case management, enhanced surveillance and vector control. For more information, contact: who-wro@et.afro.who.int 
 
Refugee Update 
December saw the arrival of 3,636 new refugees from Eritrea (3,043 people), Somalia (313 people) and Sudan (230 
people). As of 31 December, 431,648 refugees were hosted in Ethiopia, including 240,832 Somalis, 84,271 Eritreans, 
68,465 South Sudanese, 33,841 Sudanese and 4,239 refugees from several other countries.   
 
In addition, between 15 December, when fighting broke out in South Sudan, and 12 January, some 18,616 South 
Sudanese refugees were registered in Ethiopia. The majority of the South Sudanese new arrivals are from Jonglei 
State, crossing the Ethiopian border through the Akobo corridor in Gambella region. Reports also indicate of a small 
number of asylum seekers residing with the host community in Wanthowa woreda, Gambella region and a smaller 
number who crossed into Benishangul Gumuz through the Yabus corridor. Buribe, Pagak, Puchalla and Radd in 
Gambella region are additional entry points being closely monitored. The Government refugee agency, ARRA, and 
UNHCR, with support from partners, are coordinating the humanitarian assistance to the South Sudanese arrivals. 
Delivery of basic humanitarian assistance started last week, including distribution of food and NFIs and the provision 
of water and basic health and nutrition services. Given the rate of arrivals, the planning figure was revised to 60,000 
people, up from 30,000 people a week ago. A multi-agency team will travel to Gambella on 15 January to assess the 
situation and gauge the level of needs. For more information, contact: gegziabk@unhcr.org or getachew@unhcr.org         
 
Relief food update 
The distribution of the seventh round of relief food assistance started last week, with 10 per cent of total allocations 
distributed as of 8 January. The dispatch of the seventh round is on-going, with 51 per cent dispatched as of the same 
date. The sixth round of relief food assistance is 79 per cent distributed. In 2014, relief food shortfalls are expected 
from the third round. Discussions are on-going to utilize the PSNP contingency budget to address the resource gaps 
in the relief food operation. Seven rounds of relief food assistance are planned for 2014. For more information, contact 
wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 

 
No information received from Agriculture, Nutrition, Education and WASH sectors this week 


