
 
 

 

WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA                         04 November 2013 

Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs,  Email: ocha-eth@un.org

 
Key Events 

 Assistance to conflict-affected communities in Nogob is on-going. The dispatch of relief food by DRMFSS for 
2,372 people in Meyu Muluke woreda is complete, while the ration for the 1,925 people in Kubi woreda is en 
route. NFIs for some 1,540 people in Kubi have also been dispatched, while the supply for the 2,372 people in 
Meyu Muluke has yet to be dispatched.  

 The Education Cluster is mobilizing resources for emergency education assistance in the conflict-affected 
Meyu and Kumbi woredas of East Hararge zone, Oromia region.  

 The reported shortfalls for TSF programs for November have been fully addressed.  
 Preparations for the second round of the national polio immunization campaign (NID) are on-going. 

Health Update 
The response to the Horn of Africa polio outbreak continues, at regional, national and sub-national levels. Regionally, 
the joint WHO/UNICEF Horn of Africa Polio Outbreak Response - Sub-regional Action Plan was developed and 
shared with relevant bodies. In Ethiopia, preparations for the second round of the national polio immunization 
campaign (NID) planned for 15 to 18 November, are on-going. Meanwhile, the National Polio Emergency 
Preparedness and Response and Communication Plan was finalized, and the Somali Regional Outbreak Response 
plan, comprising four innovative strategies to reach children in insecure and hard to reach areas was developed. The 
polio caseload in Ethiopia remains at six, including five cases in Geladi woreda and one case in Bhok woreda of Doolo 
zone, Somali region. Similarly, the polio caseload in Somalia (174) and Kenya (14) remain unchanged. However in 
South Sudan, the government declared on 25 October that the country is free of polio after recent tests revealed that 
the three reported cases were misdiagnoses. For more information, contact: who-wro@et.afro.who.int 
 
Relief food update 
As of 30 October, distribution of the fourth round of relief food stood at 84 per cent and the fifth round at 22 per cent. 
With the food allocation for the sixth round completed, preparation is underway to start the dispatch. The sixth round 
will be at full basket and full ration for all commodities, except for CSB which will be at half ration. 1,200 MT of sixth 
round relief CSB was diverted to Targeted Supplementary Feeding (TSF) programs in response to a shortfall of some 
3,771 MT. The resource shortfall is now fully addressed as a result of WFP’s diversion of more than 800 MT of food 
from its school feeding program and the allocation of more than 800 MT from its internal stock to the TSF programs.  
For more information, contact wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 
Education update 
The Education Cluster is mobilizing resources for the establishment of temporary learning spaces in the conflict-
affected Mino town of Kumbi woreda, and the rehabilitation of the schools damaged during the conflict in both Kumbi 
and Meyu woredas of East Hararge zone, Oromia region. The intervention will benefit more than 8,000 children.  
Elsewhere, eight primary schools were closed as a result of flooding in the Debub Omo zone of SNNPR, affecting the 
schooling of hundreds of children. The planned assessment in the area will reveal the extent of damage and the level 
of needs. Meanwhile, UNICEF, in collaboration with the African Centre for DRM (ACDRM, Addis Ababa University), is 
drafting a teacher training module on school-based DRR. The training, planned for February and March 2014, will 
target 75 primary schools in Afar, Benishangul Gumuz, Gambella and Somali regions. An estimated 10,000 students 
(40 per cent girls) will participate in mapping the vulnerabilities of their schools and in developing response plans, 
along with community members. For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org    
 
WaSH Update 
The water trucking request countrywide further decreased over the past week as a result of good seasonal rains 
replenishing water sources in drought-prone areas. At present, all 17 trucks requested are operational: Three trucks in 
Elidar woreda of zone 1, Afar region; two trucks supporting more than 16,000 conflict-affected people in Kumbi 
woreda of East Hararge zone, Oromia region; nine trucks in the seven critically water-short kebeles in Dolo Ado 
woreda of Liben zone, Somali region; and three trucks in Raya Azebo woreda of Southern Tigray zone, Tigray region.     
 
The government, in collaboration with humanitarian partners, is undertaking flood preparedness and response 
measures in flood-prone and flood-affected areas, respectively. In SNNPR, the recurrent overflow of the Omo River 
and the backflow of lake Turkana during the past two months affected 28 kebeles in Dassenech woreda of South Omo 
zone. Grazing lands are reportedly flooded resulting in the deterioration of livestock body condition and livestock 
deaths. Upon the request of the Regional Water Bureau, UNICEF provided financial support for the rehabilitation of 
damaged water supply systems. For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 

No information received from agriculture, nutrition and refugee sectors this week 


