
 
 

 

WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA                              30 December 2013 

Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs,  Email: ocha-eth@un.org

 
Key Events 

 Some 3,122 people have arrived in Ethiopia fleeing the violence that broke out in South Sudan on 15 
December.  

 The daily arrival rate of Ethiopian migrants repatriated from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has significantly 
decreased over the past few weeks. Humanitarian assistance to the returnees continues.  

 The Ministry of Health, with the support from partners, continues to respond to the measles outbreaks around 
the country.  

 
Refugee Update 
Some 3,122 South Sudanese crossed the border to Ethiopia fleeing the fighting that broke out on 15 December in the 
capital city Juba. Of the new arrivals, 2,186 are from the Agnuak community, 400 from the Dinka community, 447 from 
the Nuer community and 89 from the Murle community. The violence has since spread to five States in South Sudan, 
including Jonglei State, bordering Ethiopia. The refugees are crossing the Ethiopian border through three entry points: 
Akobo, Pagak and Raad in Gambella region. Puchalla in Gambella and Yabus in Benishangul Gumuz region are two 
additional possible entry points that are closely being monitored. The Government refugee agency, ARRA, and 
UNHCR, with support from partners, are coordinating the humanitarian assistance to the new arrivals. Food, non-food 
items (NFIs) and medical supplies are being prepositioned in Gambella region. Depending on their points of entry, the 
refugees will be assisted in the new Okugo camp, Dimma, Wantowa and the former refugee camp in Bonga. For more 
information, contact: gegziabk@unhcr.org         
 
WaSH Update 
Water trucking needs continue to be reported from the drought-affected areas of Afar and Tigray regions, affecting an 
estimated 122,000 people. Currently, one water truck is deployed in Elidar woreda of Afar region and in Erob and 
Raya Azebo woredas of Tigray region, enabling an estimated 20,600 people to have access to potable water. In the 
Moyale woredas (Somali and Oromia regions), the NGO GOAL is supporting water rationing and has finalized plans to 
provide water treatment chemicals, water containers and laundry soaps to the estimated 40,000 displaced Kenyans in 
the area. UNICEF has dispatched information, education and communication materials and soap in support of the 
WASH interventions in the same area. For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 
Health Update 
Measles cases continue to be reported nationwide. In the second week of December, some 781 suspected measles 
cases were reported from SNNP (78.2 per cent), Oromia (9.9 per cent), Amhara (6.3 per cent), Somali (3.2 per cent), 
Addis Ababa (1.4 per cent), Benishangul Gumuz (0.4 per cent) and Tigray (0.1 per cent). Following the findings of a 
joint assessment indicating a shift in the age-group traditionally affected by measles, recommendation was made for a 
non-selective measles outbreak response targeting children under-15 in all affected and adjacent woredas. The 
Ministry of Health, with the support from partners, continues to respond to the measles outbreaks around the country. 
On the other hand, with the end of the rainy season, reported malaria cases have significantly decreased in all regions 
over the past two weeks. During the peak malaria season, the majority of cases were reported from Amhara and 
SNNP regions.   
 
No new wild polio virus cases were reported in the country since the sixth case was reported on 19 September – all 
cases were from Doolo zone of Somali region. The next round of SIA is tentatively scheduled for 17 to 20 January in 
Somali region, and for 24 to 27 January in other high risk areas in the country. Meanwhile, the second round of the 
national polio immunization campaign (NID) kicked-off on 27 December and will last until 30 December. Based on 
vaccine availability, the campaign will target some 12.3 million children under-5. Some 3.1 million children under-15 
are also targeted in all zones of the Somali region, five woredas in Bale zone of Oromia region, and three refugee 
camps in Benishangul Gumuz, Gambella and Somali regions. For more information, contact: who-wro@et.afro.who.int 
 
Relief food update 
As of 26 December, distribution of the fifth round of relief food assistance stood at 95 per cent and the sixth round at 
57 per cent. Dispatch of the seventh round of relief food started last week, with 11 per cent of total allocations 
dispatched so far. The seventh round of relief food assistance includes a full ration and full basket in all areas, except 
in DRMFSS-assisted areas where beneficiaries will receive a reduced ration of corn soya blend (CSB). The seventh 
round is the “bridging round” until the next Humanitarian Requirements Document is launched in mid-January. For 
more information, contact wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 

No information received from Agriculture, Nutrition and Education sectors this week 


