
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  

 
  
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

• On 4 November, the African 

Inland Church (AIC) started 

the repatriation of an 

estimated 2,500 South 

Sudanese from Kosti, White 

Nile State to South Sudan. 

• Between 3 October and 2 

November, 20 suspected 

cases of yellow fever were 

reported with seven deaths – 

a case fatality rate of 35 per 

cent, MoH and WHO report.   

• On 31 October, AUHIP 

invited Government of Sudan 

and the SPLM-N for talks in 

Addis Ababa on 4-5 

November 2013 to finalise 

agreement on polio-

vaccination in SPLM-North 

areas.  

• UNHAS to resume flights to 

Kulbus and Selea in West 

Darfur. 

IDPs in Darfur – 
figures currently 
being reviewed 

 

Refugees in 
Sudan (UNHCR) 

159,000 

Sudanese 
refugees in 
Chad (UNHCR) 

346,000 

Sudanese 
refugees in 
South Sudan  & 
Ethiopia 
(UNHCR) 

229,400 
 

985 million 
requested (US$) 
 

476 million 
reported funding (US$) 
 

48.3%  
reported funding 
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Some 2,500 South Sudanese stranded in Kosti 
start journey to South Sudan 

On 4 November, the African Inland Church (AIC) – in collaboration with the Government 
of Sudan’s IDP Centre and the South Sudanese Relief and Rehabilitation Commission 
(SSRRC) – started the repatriation of an estimated 2,500 people of South Sudanese 
origin from Kosti, White Nile State to South Sudan. These people had been stranded at 
Kosti railway station since 2011. The convoy is composed of 52 passenger buses and 30 
luggage-carrying trucks. Two of the buses went to Renk and Upper Nile State, while the 
remaining 50 buses went to Wau and Aweil in South Sudan. The buses reached South 
Sudan on 6 November. 
An estimated 40,000 people of South Sudanese origin are still stranded at 40 different 
departure points across Khartoum State, waiting for transportation to South Sudan. These 
departure points have become squatter camps, with people living in “appalling 
conditions”, according to humanitarian organisations. According to a media report on 2 
November, the Government of Sudan’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) said that 
preparations were underway to start the movement of these people.  
The International Organization for Migration (IOM) is currently focussing on helping the 
20,000 most vulnerable people return to South Sudan. A recent survey of South 
Sudanese living at the Khartoum departure points, found that 98 per cent want to return 
to South Sudan immediately. IOM estimates that it will cost US$20 million to transport 
them. However, despite repeated pleas for funding, and the appalling living conditions at 
the departure points, no funding has yet been made available. 
Estimates regarding the overall number of people of South Sudanese origin remaining in 
Sudan vary 
significantly. While 
the Government of 
Sudan estimates 
that there are 
220,000 of South 
Sudanese origin in 
Sudan, the UN 
Refugee Agency 
(UNHCR) puts this 
figure much higher 
at 350,000. 
According to IOM, 
more than 2 million 
people returned to 
South Sudan from 
Sudan since 2005. 
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Collecting blood sample from a suspected yellow fever patient (WHO) 

Suspected yellow fever outbreak kills seven in 
West & South Kordofan  
On 29 October, Sudan’s Federal Ministry of Health (MoH) notified the World Health 
Organization of a suspected yellow fever outbreak in Reif Asharqi locality, South 
Kordofan state and Lagawa locality, West Kordofan state. Between 3 October and 2 
November, 20 suspected cases of yellow fever were reported with seven deaths – a case 
fatality rate of 35 per cent. Patients were from Al-Behara camp, Tabag and Alarda in 
Lagawa locality of West Kordofan. Al-behara is a camp for seasonal workers, migrating 
from eastern Sudan for the Gum Arabic plantation. Roughly, 200 migrant workers are 
currently residing in the camp.  
According to WHO, a technical 
committee has been established in 
Khartoum to manage the outbreak. Up 
to this point, information received 
suggests that this is a localised 
outbreak, in an area that is particularly 
susceptible to the disease. Immediate 
priorities include strengthening case 
management and vector control as 
well as reinforcing disease 
surveillance systems in Kordofan, 
Kassala and Gedaref states. The UN 
Children’s agency (UNICEF) and 
WHO have sent supplies to the State 
Ministry of Health (SMoH). These supplies comprise of lifesaving medicine, laboratory 
tools, cleaning tools and disinfectant, 200 mosquito nets and insecticides for vector 
control. In addition, UNICEF and WHO will support the SMOH in the establishment of 
Operation centres in Kadugli and Lagawa. 
Late last year, there was an outbreak of yellow fever in Darfur. The total number of 
suspected yellow fever cases reached 849, 171 of which resulted in death. This 
corresponded to a case fatality rate of 20.1 per cent. Three emergency vaccination 
campaigns were conducted, reaching an estimated five million people in Darfur. 

Nutrition screening in South Kordofan  
During the reporting week, the international NGO Save the Children – Sweden (SC-S) 
continued its community-based management of acute malnutrition programme (CMAM) 
across 33 nutrition centres in South and West Kordofan. SC-S has expanded its CMAM 
programme in South Kordofan, establishing five new therapeutic care centres in Abu 
Nuwara, Sirajiya Al Bitiera and Al Sahal villages in Abu Jubaiha locality and Al Tartar 
village in El Tadamon locality. 
Of the 12,575 children below the age of 5 years who were screened in Rashad, El 
Abassiya and El Tadamon localities, 150 were identified as suffering from severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) and 1,348 from moderate acute malnutrition (MAM). All these children 
have been referred to health clinics for appropriate treatment.  

AU invites Government and SPLM-N to Addis for 
talks to finalise arrangements for vaccinations 
On 31 October, the African Union High Level Implementation Panel (AUHIP) sent an 
invitation to the Government of Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement – 
North (SPLM-N) for talks in Addis Ababa on 4-5 November 2013 to finalise the terms for 
the implementation of a polio-vaccination campaign in SPLM-North held areas of South 
Kordofan and Blue Nile states. 
The proposed agenda for the talks includes: the modalities for delivery of vaccines and 
associated infrastructure into the targeted areas, the areas to be covered in the 
campaign, the proposed cessation of hostilities for the duration of the campaign, the role 
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of AUHIP and the UN in the implementation of the agreement and the timetable for the 
campaign. 
On 3 November, a meeting of the Government of Sudan, the United Nations, the African 
Union (AU) and the League of Arab States (LAS) committee working on vaccinations in 
South Kordofan and Blue Nile was held in Khartoum. The Government delegation said 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs had not yet received an invitation from AUHIP for the 
meeting in Addis on 4-5 November.  
The Humanitarian Coordinator in Sudan, Mr. Ali Al-Za'tari, urged the Government of 
Sudan to consider extending the period for the cessation of hostilities, due to the delays 
in starting the vaccination campaign.  
Meanwhile, representatives from the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Food 
Programme (WFP) met with a representative of the Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation 
Agency (SRRA) from Blue Nile state, the humanitarian arm of SPLM-N, in Juba, South 
Sudan. According to the Blue Nile representative of SRRA, it will be very difficult for 
SRRA to guarantee full access to the vaccination campaign in all locations, given that 
people in SPLM-N areas are currently harvesting their crops. The SRRA representative 
indicated that the lack of trained staff and functioning vehicles would further complicate 
operations on the ground. UNICEF, WHO and WFP will further revise their current plans 
in light of these constraints. 

Polio vaccination starts in Government-controlled areas of Blue Nile  
On 3 November, senior Government officials and representatives of UNICEF and WHO 
attended the official start of the polio vaccination campaign in Government-controlled 
areas in Blue Nile. Vaccination teams have been deployed to six localities in the State. 
The campaign is expected to last from 4 to 6 November and will see some 186,000 
children under the age of five immunized against polio.  UNICEF and WHO will monitor 
and supervise the campaign, in support of the MoH. 

UNHAS flies again to Kulbus & Selea, West Darfur 
The UN agencies in El Geneina, West Darfur received confirmation through the UN-
African Union Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) that the Sudanese military has agreed to 
provide security personnel at landing sites in Kulbus and Selea in West Darfur. Following 
the closure of the UNAMID base in Kulbus last September, the UN Humanitarian Air 
Service (UNHAS) flights to Kulbus and Selea were temporarily suspended. Following a 
series of meetings between the Government, UN agencies and international NGOs 
facilitated by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), UNAMID 
has secured the security support of the military. 
An estimated 20,000 people are benefiting from various health, water and sanitation, 
education and livelihood services in the area. The cancellation of UNHAS flights has had 
a negative impact on programme delivery for agencies operating in West Darfur such as 
the Catholic Relief Service (CRS), World Relief and Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF).  

People flee inter-tribal clashes in Central Darfur 
Fighting between the Salamat and Misseriya tribes continues to be a major security 
concern in the localities of Um Dukhun, Mukjar and Bindisi in Central Darfur. According to 
reports received by the UN, on 27 October armed clashes between the two tribes near 
Mukjar town left over 20 people dead, and more than 30 people injured. An unspecified 
number of people, of whom most were women and children, fled to Mukjar town for 
safety. In Um Dukhun, local sources reported that on 28 October armed Salamat 
tribesmen attacked the new IDP camp at Almatar. The police and joint Sudanese-
Chadian forces intervened immediately and arrested two of the attackers. The remaining 
attackers fled across the border towards Chad. No casualties were reported. Due to 
security concerns arising from these clashes, the authorities advised UNAMID and 
UNHAS to cancel flights to some destinations in the southern corridor at the beginning of 
the week. However, flights later resumed to these locations. 
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FEWS-Net: October 2013 – March 2014 outlook 
According to the latest Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS Net) food 
security outlook report for October 2013 to March 2014, an estimated 3.3 million people in 
Sudan face Stressed (IPC Phase 2) and Crisis (IPC Phase 3) levels of food insecurity, 
mostly due to the impact of conflict. Since the peak of the lean season last month, this 
figure has declined by 20 per cent. According to the report, displaced people represent 
about 80 per cent of those people deemed food insecure, while the local/host populations 
represent the remaining 20 per cent. Stressed and Crisis levels of food insecurity are 
likely to persist among displaced populations and poor residents in SPLM-N controlled 
areas of South Kordofan and Blue Nile, as well as among newly displaced people in 
Darfur.  
According to FEWS Net, Crisis (IPC Phase 3) levels of food insecurity will persist among 
at least 30 per cent of displaced people in SPLM-N controlled areas of South Kordofan 
and newly displaced people in East, Central and South Darfur states. This is mainly due 
to the loss of assets and livelihoods, resulting from a lack of access to cultivation, limited 
seasonal agricultural labour opportunities, and a lack of access to humanitarian 
assistance.  
At least 20 per cent of displaced people in Darfur, poor communities in SPLM-N 
controlled areas of South Kordofan and Blue Nile, and displaced people in Government-
controlled areas of South Kordofan and Blue Nile will remain at Stressed (IPC Phase 2) 
levels of food insecurity, with continued levels of humanitarian assistance, according to 
FEWS Net.  
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