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Mullikulam, Musali DS Division, Mannar 
District. Photo: UNOCHA 

Update on humanitarian and early recovery 
situation  
The Government and the humanitarian partners agreed to conduct a Joint 
Needs Assessment of the Internally Displaced People (IDPs) 

 
As Sri Lanka draws nearer to the end of the 
humanitarian phase with the closure of the 
last IDP camp in Menik Farm, in September 
2012 and the closure of the Joint Plan of 
Assistance for Northern Province 2012 (JPA) 
in February 2013, many humanitarian 
partners have or are in the process of 
phasing out their operations in the Northern 
Province. Recognizing the importance of 
obtaining baseline humanitarian data, 

especially on the remaining IDPs and 
returnees, the Government has formally 
agreed to conduct a Joint Needs 
Assessment with the humanitarian and development partners, in the proposed 11 districts 
in the Northern, Eastern, North Western and North Central Provinces. The overall scope 
of the assessment is to look at the numbers, location and the humanitarian, livelihoods 
and early recovery needs of the IDPs and returnees.  
 
 

The humanitarian cluster system is deactivated in Sri Lanka  

 
The cluster system which was established in Sri Lanka in 2008 to respond to the 
humanitarian crisis in the Northern Province was reviewed in 2012. As per the cluster 
review recommendations on transitioning from the humanitarian phase to early recovery / 
development in the country and the Humanitarian Coordinator, Mr. Subinay Nandy’s 
request on behalf of the Humanitarian Country Team, the Emergency Relief Coordinator 
(ERC), Ms. Valerie Amos, officially declared the deactivation of clusters with effect from 
10 July 2013.  
 
Discussions are ongoing on INGO participation at the United Nations Development 
Assistance Framework (UNDAF) coordination architecture in thematic groups as the 
follow up to the cluster system. Concerns are voiced among both partners across the 
spectrum over the lack of adequate funding, which is curtailing the capacity of the 
development actors to take over from the humanitarians. 
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The land area under the High Security Zones has reduced considerably 

The large High Security Zones (HSZs) established during the armed conflict in the 
Northern and Eastern Provinces of the country have reduced considerably. In the 
Northern Province, a total of 6,381 acres and 38.97 perches of land from 6 Grama 
Niladhari Divisions in Tellippalai and Kopay Divisional Secretariat Divisions in Jaffna 
District will be acquired to demarcate the military camp and airport (Source: Land 
Acquisition Notice, Jaffna). Similarly in Vavuniya and Kilinochchi districts, the 
Government is in the process of land acquisition – both public and private – to establish 
more permanent military bases. Part of the land acquired by the Government belongs to 
private owners who are either living elsewhere or in welfare centres. The Government 
has stated that the people affected by the Government acquisition of their land will have 
the option of either getting compensated for their land on market value prices or offered 
option of land for land.  

 

Map 1: High Security Zone in Jaffna: variation of the area since 2009 

 

Source of data: District Secretariat Office, Jaffna 

 

In the Eastern Province there are about 1,000 of families displaced in Trincomalee District 
due to the construction of a coal power plant at Sampoor Grama Niladhari Division and 
the establishment of the Special Economic Zone in Muthur Divisional Secretariat Division 
(Source: District Secretariat, Trincomalee). In March 2013, Navaratnapuram and 
Koonithivu Grama Niladhari Divisions which were initially demarcated for the Special 
Economic Zone were released for resettlement of 228 families (Source: Muthur Divisional 
Secretariat Office).  

 

Increasing frequency of natural disasters 
affect many lives in Sri Lanka 
Sri Lanka has been experiencing an increase in the frequency and intensity of natural 
disasters, especially hydro-meteorological disasters during the past three years. In late 
2010 and early 2011, many parts of the country were flooded affecting over 1.2 million 
people in eight Provinces out of total of nine Provinces (Source: Disaster Management 
Centre). During the latter part of 2011 and most of 2012, the country experienced drought 
condition affecting over 1.3 million people in 20 out of 25 districts countrywide (Source: 
WFP Rapid Assessment). According to WFP assessment, 361,000 people from the total 
affected population were severely food insecure and 93,800 people were in need of 
immediate food assistance (Source: Drought Impact in Yala Season: A rapid assessment 
report by WFP, September 2012).  
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Batticaloa Floods in 2011, Photo: 
UNOCHA 

Starting from October 2012 Sri Lanka 
received above average rainfall ending the 
prolonged drought period. The country felt 
the adverse impacts of two tropical cyclones 
– Cyclone Nilam (Oct 2012) and Cyclone 
Mahasen (April 2013) – and intensified 
monsoonal rainy seasons (the Northeast 
monsoon from November 2012 till February 
2013 and the Southwest monsoon which is 
ongoing) causing flooding, landslides, loss of 
lives and damages to property and 
livelihoods around the country. As reported 
in the previous Humanitarian Bulletin, the 
Northeast monsoon rains affected over 
550,000 people in 18 districts between 17 
December 2012 and 11 January 2013. A rapid assessment by WFP indicated that over 
172,000 people were severely food insecure and in need of external food assistance. 
However, due to various constraints, WFP was unable to provide this assistance. 
 
The Southwest monsoon season is still active over Sri Lanka and continues to bring in 
high wind and heavy rain in the central and southern p  arts of the country (Source: 
Disaster Management Centre). Since the beginning of the monsoonal rain, the 
Department of Meteorology issues warnings from time to time with restrictions to fishing 
or naval activities in the sea areas around the country due to high wind and rough seas. 
At its most recent peak in mid-June 2013, strong winds and heavy rain caused 58 deaths 
(mainly fishermen who ventured into the sea unaware of the impending weather 
conditions) and affected 17,199 people in eleven districts (Source; Disaster Management 
Centre). Under the directives of the President of Sri Lanka, the Ministry of Disaster 
Management is probing into the reasons behind the failure of early warning to the 
fisherfolk who died at sea.  
 

Recent trends in natural disasters 

A review of the reported natural disaster impacts during the past eight years indicates a 
trend of increasing frequency of events. Table 1 summarizes the total number of affected 
population by various disasters since 2005 (Source: DisInventar.net). The year 2012 
indicates a reduction of affected number of people due to lack of assessment and data on 
the total number of people affected by drought during the year by the Government of Sri 
Lanka. As per the WFP assessment, over 1.3 million people were affected by drought 
during 2012.  
 
In reference to the table below, out of the total 3.4 million people affected by natural 
disasters in the last eight years in Sri Lanka, over 2.6 million people were impacted within 
the last three years (2011 – 2013).  
 
Table 1: Annual total number of people affected by natural disasters 

Year Total affected 

2005 70,468 

2006 215,019 

2007 28,393 

2008 295,915 

2009 10,002 

2010 132,161 

2011 1,690,426 

2012 338,335 

2013 (Jan – June) 659,386 

 Total 3,440,105 

Source: http://www.desinventar.net 
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For further information, please contact:  
Agnes Asekenye-Oonyu, Head of Office, asekenye-oonyu@un.org, Tel. (+94) 114528687 
Watsala Jayamanna, National Coordination & Donor Relations Officer, watsala@un.org, Tel. (+94) 114528687 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at http://srilanka.humanitarianresponse.info/ | www.unocha.org 
|www.reliefweb.int 

Humanitarian partners have depleted in-country stocks to respond to 
potential future emergencies 

 
The humanitarian partners have reported that they have very limited locally available 
rapid response stocks, for example, inter alia tarpaulins, NFI kits, tents, food assistance 
etc, to use in any future emergency. The agencies were not able to mobilize resources to 
replenish their relief stocks during the past two years due to limited funding.  
 

As natural disasters have increased in frequency and intensity, the humanitarian partners 
in country need to be prepared to respond. However, the fact that they are called to 
respond to repeated small emergencies with existing stocks, UN and NGOs find 
themselves with depleted stocks. 
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