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HIGHLIGHTS  
 

 Catherine Samba-Panza elected 
President of the Central African 
Republic 
 

 Revised Strategic Response Plan 
for CAR appeals for US$551.3 
million to assist 1.9 million people 
 

 Donors pledge US$500 million for 
aid to CAR at high-level meeting 
in Brussels 
 

 Some 5,700 Malian refugees 
return between June and 
December 2013  
 

 Over 4,000 people seek refuge in 
Cameroon after clashes in north-
east Nigeria in mid-January 

 

 Regional HNO for the Sahel 
finalized, 2014-16 Strategic 
Response Plan to be launched 
on 3 February 

 

 CERF allocated over US$104.5 
million to West and Central Africa 
countries in 2013 

 

KEY FIGURES FOR 
THE SAHEL 2014 

 
Food insecure 
people  
 

 
20 Million 

 
Nb. of children 
<5 estimated 
SAM  
 

 
1.5 Million 

 
Nb. of children 
<5 and 
pregnant 
women 
estimated MAM 
 

 
3.3 Million 

*As per HNO 2014 figures 

FUNDING OF THE 
SAHEL STRATEGY  

2013: 63 % 
USD$1.71 billion  
requested 
USD$ 1.08 billion  
received  
 

*CAP and non-CAP contributions 
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Crisis in the Central African Republic  
 
Insecurity and violence worsen humanitarian situation 
 

Ongoing political 
crisis, violence 
and insecurity in 
the Central 
African Republic 
(CAR) continue 
to have a dire 
impact on the 
population. 
Across the 
country, people 
are living in fear, 
and half of the 
population is in 
need of 
humanitarian aid.  
 
While 
humanitarians 
have scaled-up 
their response 
capacity, security 
concerns 
continue to 
hamper a 
comprehensive 
response. 

 
 Catherine Samba-Panza elected President 
 
On 20 January, the National Transition Council (NTC) elected Catherine Samba-
Panza, the mayor of Bangui, new president for the transition period. The UN 
Secretary General welcomed Samba-Panza’s election as a critical opportunity to 
put the transition process back on track.  
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New violence against civilians 

 
The restoration of security and public order remain immediate priorities to 
stabilize the country. The days following Djotodia’s resignation were marked by 
violent incidents in Bangui. Most recently, intercommunity violence and retaliatory 
attacks have affected communities north and northwest of Bangui, including 
Boali, Bokaranga, Bouar and Sibut. Villages often are abandoned, with the 
population hiding in the bush for days in dreadful conditions, or looking for 
protection by regrouping at IDP sites. Many displaced families and host 
communities are unable to tend their crops or livestock.   

 
Risk of further attacks, genocide  
 
After his visit to CAR from 11-14 January, OCHA Director of Operations, John 
Ging, warned of the risk of genocide and prompted the international community to 
move CAR up the priority list. On 14 January, preliminary findings of a United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) report listed widespread 
human rights violations and reprisals. Atrocities and gross human rights violations 
against civilians, including children, continue to be reported, despite efforts to 
restore calm and a strengthened international military presence. With the arrival 
of 800 Rwandans, the AU force in CAR now is at some 5,000 troops. The French 
operation Sangaris continues with 1,600 troops. On 20 January, the EU’s foreign 
ministers agreed on an EU military operation with up to 1,000 forces to be 
deployed for a period of up to six months. 
 
More than one million IDPs and refugees 
 
An estimated one in five Central 
Africans out of a total population 
of 4.6 million have fled their 
homes. As of 20 January, 
UNHCR estimates the IDP 
population in CAR at 902,000. 
The largest concentration 
remains in Bangui with 478,383 
IDPs, out of which most are 
spread across 70 sites, and 
some 77,000 live with host 
families. The number of refugees 
in neighbouring countries stands 
at 245,868, of which 86,400 have 
fled since March 2013. 
 
Scaled-up response 
 
UN humanitarian agencies and NGO partners continue to scale-up their presence 
across the country while facing enormous challenges in delivering assistance to 
people in need. Improved security and political transition are required to improve 
access and enable effective humanitarian action. The Strategic Response Plan 
(SRP) for 2014 was revised based on a Multi-Cluster Initial Rapid Assessment 
(MIRA). The MIRA findings highlight a worsening humanitarian crisis requiring 
urgent life-saving assistance. More than half of CAR’s population of 4.6 million is 

Displaced people belongings at the Bangui airport site 
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in need of humanitarian assistance. Some 1.3 million are food insecure. As a 
consequence, the revised SRP appeals for USD 551.3 million to provide 
assistance in all sectors to 1.9 million people, more than twice the initially 
requested amount. 
 
Donors pledge 500 million  
 
At a high-level meeting in Brussels, organised by the European Commission and 
OCHA in Brussels on 20 January, the European Commission, EU Member States 
and other international donors including the USA, World Bank and African 
Development Bank pledged US$496 million. The amount includes humanitarian 
assistance and contributions to stabilization and development funds.  
 
 

Evacuations from CAR  
 
More than 27,000 African third-party nationals repatriated 

 
Sectarian tensions and the deteriorating security in CAR are also posing major 
protection concerns to migrant populations from the region, mostly of Muslim 
origin. Fearing retaliations against them, several African countries have begun 
repatriating their population which could also have humanitarian implications 
back in the countries of origin. According to IOM, over 60,000 migrants have 
asked their embassies to help them leave the country since the beginning of the 
crisis. IOM has received evacuation requests for assistance from Chad, Niger, 
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Mali, Sudan and the Democratic Republic of the Congo and is working with 
Senegal, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Nigeria and Cameroon to provide 
re-integration assistance to migrants evacuated by their government. A total of 
110 families from Chad, DRC, Sudan, South Sudan, Congo and Côte d’Ivoire 
willing to repatriate have been registered with UNHCR. IOM has appealed for 
USD17.5 million for CAR, of which 10 million will be used to finance the air 
evacuation of a total of 10,000 migrants. The remaining 7.5 million will fund the 
reintegration of 50,000 others in their country of origin. 
 

Spontaneous returns by Malian refugees   
 

Over 5,700 returns in six months 
 
Spontaneous returns of Malian refugees from Burkina Faso, Mauritania and Niger 
continue. Between June and December 2013, an estimated 5,706 Malian 
refugees have spontaneously returned to their homes1.  
  
Pilot programme for returns in Niger 
   
In Niger, UNHCR recently implemented a pilot programme to facilitate the return 
of those refugees who expressed their intention to go back to Mali. Through this 
program, UNHCR has facilitated the return of 2,764 refugees from Abala, 
Mangaize, and Tabareybarey camps in November and December. They have 
safely reached their homes, mainly in the Menaka and Asongo areas (Gao 
region). Prior to their departure from Niger, UNHCR had informed and sensitized 
refugees on the security situation in northern Mali, and conditions in the areas of 
return and made sure that returns took place on a voluntary basis. Refugees 
were provided with travel documents to facilitate their journey and ensure access 
to civil documentation in Mali and received a limited financial package assistance 
to return.  
 
Spontaneous returns from Mauritania and Burkina Faso 
 
Between June and December, 2,030 Malian refugees, hosted in Mbera camp in 
Mauritania, and 912 refugees hosted in camps and settlements in Burkina Faso 
have spontaneously returned to Mali. In the Gao and Timbuktu regions, where 
UNHCR has recently opened offices, 5,000 kits with relief assistance were 
distributed. Shelters kits have also been provided since October. This assistance 
targets returning refugees as well as returning internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
and vulnerable families among the local communities. Other UN agencies and 
NGOs are also providing assistance. 
 
Increase of security incidents  
 
The majority of Malian refugees in neighbouring countries are, however, very 
cautious and say they are willing to return only when the security situation 
improves considerably. An increase in the number of incidents, such as the 
attacks by armed groups, especially in Gao, Kidal, and Timbuktu, since 

                                                      
1
 Figure obtained through the verification of UNHCR data in Mali and the countries of asylum, the actual figure is likely to be 

higher 
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September are not encouraging for refugees. Consequently, some Malians 
continue to leave the country in search of a safe haven in neighbouring countries. 
Some 2,600 Malian arrived in Niger in November and December, following 
fighting between the Malian Army and a rebel group in Aghazraghan, Gao region. 
They found refuge in Intikane hosting area, in the Tahoua region, where they 
received UNHCR assistance. The volatile security situation in Mali is also 
aggravated by recurrent tensions between various communities. In November, 
some 700 nomadic Peulhs from Niger, who were grazing their livestock in Mali, 
hastily returned to their country after fighting erupted with Tuareg communities. 
Several men were killed on both sides.  

People continue to flee violence in Nigeria 
 

The security situation in northern Nigeria continues to be characterized by 
continuing attacks allegedly perpetrated by the Islamist group Boko Haram and 
the ongoing counter-insurgency operations. The pace of attacks has intensified 
since the Nigerian Government launched a counter-terrorism campaign, in May 
2013. Recently, on 14 January, a car bomb explosion in the city of Maiduguri 
(Borno) killed at least 17 people and injured 50 others. Two days later, heavy 
fighting between the Nigerian army and the Islamist militant group in Borno state, 
at the Cameroon border pushed Cameroonian populations to move out their 
villages. 
 
Over 8,000 Nigerian refugees in Cameroon 
 

This continuing insecurity has caused population displacement within Nigeria and 
to neighbouring countries. Recent clashes in the north-east of Nigeria have led 
over 4,000 people to seek refuge in Cameroon since mid-January, while an 
estimated 1,500 have fled to Niger. With this new influx, there are now over 
12,400 Nigerian refugees in Cameroon. 2,183 Nigerian refugees have been so 
far relocated to Minawao camp, while about 6,000 Nigerian refugees prefer to 
stay in host communities near the border. 

Food insecurity in Cameroon 
 
In Cameroon, recurrent climate shocks have increased population’s vulnerability to food insecurity 
especially in the North, Far-North, Adamaoua and East regions. In 2012, the Far-North region suffered 
from the lingering effects of a severe cereal production shortfall caused by the drought conditions 
which prevailed in 2011. Today, it is estimated that 1.74 million people are at risk of food insecurity. 
This number includes 96 000 Nigerian and Central African refugees who respectively sought refuge in 
the Far-Northern and Eastern regions. 

 
Malnutrition rates in the Far-North and the North remain high, standing sometimes beyond the critical 
thresholds. 33 per cent of children under five are suffering from acute malnutrition and it is estimated 
that over 48,700 children will need to be treated from severe acute malnutrition. 

 
In late 2012, WFP and the Government of Cameroon launched a national program for 2013/2017 
aiming to assist 781,850 people through the implementation of community grain stocks and nutritional 
support programs. 
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Humanitarian Needs Overview for the Sahel 
 

In early January, OCHA released the Regional Humanitarian Needs Overview 
(HNO) for the Sahel. The Regional HNO is a consolidation of the nine Sahel 
countries HNOs and provides an overview of priority needs for the Sahel region. 
 
Five Priority needs identified for the Sahel region 
 
In addition to food insecurity and malnutrition which severely affect populations in 
the Sahel, conflict, epidemics and disasters were found to be the main drivers of 
humanitarian needs in the Sahel region. Compounded by poverty, difficult access 
to basic services of quality and population growth, these factors have eroded the 
resilience of vulnerable populations and force them to adopt negative coping 
mechanism to face the impact of shocks. Overall findings include:   
 

 Food insecurity in the Sahel remains high with an estimated 20 million 
people affected. Among them, over 2.5 million need urgent lifesaving food 
assistance.  

 The nutritional status of children in the Sahel remains precarious. In 2014, 
4.8 million children under five are expected to suffer from global acute 
malnutrition, including 1.5 million from severe acute malnutrition.  

 Conflict and insecurity continue to affect the Sahel region, causing death, 
displacement and destruction of property, health facilities and schools, 
and exacerbating food insecurity and malnutrition. Many thousands are 
forced to flee their homes to neighboring countries especially in Mali, 
northern Nigeria, Sudan and the Central African Republic.  

 The Sahel region suffers from recurrent epidemics. Measles, cholera, 
meningitis, rabies, dengue, malaria and HIV rates are major public health 
problems affecting thousands of households. 

 Recurrent disasters associated with natural hazards such as drought, 
floods and animal pests (e.g. locusts) continue to affect populations 
throughout the Sahel belt. In 2013, close to half a million people were 
affected by floods. The recurrence of droughts, occurring every few years 
and intensified by climate change, is affecting harvests and the livelihoods 
of millions. 

 
Next Step: the 2014-2016 Strategic Response Plan 
 

Based on the regional HNO, 
humanitarian partners in the Sahel 
are now working on a three-year 
Strategic Response Plan, covering 
Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, 
Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, 
Senegal and The Gambia. 
Launched on 3 February, the Plan 
will aim at supporting governments 
and humanitarians in the nine 
Sahel countries in the planning, 
coordination and implementation of 
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their humanitarian work. This includes the improved identification and targeting of 
vulnerable populations in the Sahel, ensuring early response to emergencies and 
life-saving assistance for people in need, and building communities’ capacity to 
cope with future crises 
 

CERF in 2013  
US$104.5 million allocated to the region in 2013 
 

In 2013, The United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) 
allocated over US$104.5 million to 14 countries in West and Central Africa to 
respond to various humanitarian crises. With US$17.8 million, Mali was the 
largest recipient of CERF in the region, followed by the Central African Republic 
(CAR) which received US$ 15.8 million, Niger (US$14.3 million) and Chad (US$ 
13 million). In 2013,  a total amount of US$67.2 million was allocated to seven 
Sahel countries to reduce malnutrition and food insecurity, provide life-saving 
assistance to the most vulnerable, including refugees, internally displaced people 
and host communities, as well as to strengthen communities’ resilience to future 
shocks. Last year, the CERF injected over US$ 481.9 million across the world.  
 

Funding Status Overview  
Sahel plan funded at 63 per cent in 2013   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 2013, the Sahel received 63 per cent ($1.04 billion) of the USD$1.71 billion 
requested. WASH and Education remained the least funded sectors with 
respectively 33 per cent and 14 per cent. Funding for Agriculture also remained 
limited with only 51 per cent of funds received. For the upcoming year, more 
balanced funding is needed to address the pressing needs of the Sahel and to 
build people resilience.  
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