
 

 
Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs,  Email: ocha-eth@un.org

Key Events 
 In East Hararge zone, inter-communal conflicts between the Oromos and Somalis affected 90,000 people. A 

DRMFSS-led incident command post (ICP) made up of representatives of the DRMFSS, the Oromia regional, zonal 
and woreda DPPC, the East Hararge zonal water bureau, the NGO IMC, the Ethiopian Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Society as well as UNICEF and UNOCHA, was established to coordinate on-going responses. OCHA 
continues to encourage operational agencies to assign a representative to the ICP.    

 A team composed of UNHCR, ARRA, IOM, WFP, the federal DRMFSS and the Oromia DPPC visited the Moyale 
area on the Ethiopia-Kenyan border to assess the situation of the large number of Kenyans displaced into Ethiopia 
since mid-July. Food and NFI responses continue as discussions regarding WASH support are on-going.  

Nutrition Update 
In East Hararge zone, Oromia region, new admissions of children suffering from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) to 
therapeutic feeding programs (TFPs) decreased by 24 per cent to 2,774 admissions in August, down from 3,657 in July (95 
per cent reporting rate). The decrease came after a consistently increasing TFP admissions trend seen in the zone since 
February. Adult acute malnutrition was also reported in some woredas. While the increasing admission trends were 
attributed to chronic food insecurity, aggravated by the failure of the belg season for three consecutive years (2011 to 2013), 
the trend reversal in August is mainly due to the on-going relief food assistance, as well as the implementation of Targeted 
Supplementary Feeding (TSF) programs. As of 20th September, TSF responses in the zone had reached 96 per cent, 
according to WFP. Despite the decrease in the August TFP admission, the rate remains at an elevated level in most 
woredas of the zone, and is around five per cent higher compared to the SAM caseload the same time last year. For more 
information, contract isaackmanyama@yahoo.co.uk 
 
WASH Update 
Over the past week, the good performance of the karma (mid-July to mid-September) rains further improved water 
availability in most parts of Afar region. Consequently, water trucking request for the region decreased to five trucks, down 
from eight trucks last week. Overall, the national water trucking needs stand at 20 trucks, of which 18 are operational in Afar 
(all five trucks requested), Oromia (four of six trucks requested) and Tigray (all nine trucks requested) regions, benefiting 
142,513 people.  
 
Additional water trucking requests are expected in Dawe Sarar woreda of Bale zone, Oromia region where water sources 
are fast depleting. The inadequate ganna (March to May) rains - the major rains in the area - were unable to fully replenish 
the water sources. Similarly, deteriorating water availability continues to be reported from Shire, Edaga Arbi and Sheraro 
towns, Tigray region. Additional water trucks may be required if the kiremt rains cease early. The rainfall performance is 
being monitored closely. In Somali region, the multi-agency needs assessments that were conducted last week in Liben and 
Nogob zones recommended emergency water rationing in Filtu, Deka Siftu and Dollo Ado woredas of Liben zone and in 
Kubi and Meyu Muluke woredas of Nogob zone.  
 
Meanwhile in Amhara, Acute Watery Diarrhea (AWD) emergency preparedness activities were initiated by the South Wollo 
zonal authorities ahead of the Gishen Mariam religious festival planned for next week. An estimated 500,000 people are 
expected in Ambassel woreda to commemorate the event. The Amhara Regional Water Bureau is currently reviewing the 
WASH supply and budget support request made by the South Wollo Zonal Water Office. For more information, contact 
awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 
Education update 
Assessments indicated that some 2,660 students (48 per cent girls) in six primary schools will have their schooling affected 
by the recent floods in Molelicho, Urbancha, Suta, Amerkeba, Hurkofofo and Bechagola woredas in SNNP region, reported 
last week. Elsewhere, a multi-agency assessment conducted in the conflict-affected Fik, Hamero, Kubi and Meyu Muluke 
woredas of Nogob zone, Somali region revealed that the existing education facilities were incapable to absorb the displaced 
school children in the area, and recommended the implementation of Education in Emergencies in six sites. The Education 
Cluster will conduct a rapid joint education needs assessment in the conflict-affected woredas of East Hararge zone, Oromia 
region from 23 to 27 September. For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 
Relief food update 
As of 18 September, the third and fourth rounds of relief food distributions were on-going, and stood at 78 and 34 per cent 
respectively. Meanwhile, the fifth round relief food dispatch – at full basket and ration - has commenced. A total of seven 
rounds are planned for 2013. The dispatch of the Productive Safety Net Programme (PSNP) food allocation for June 
remains at 70 per cent as in the past three weeks. For more information, contract wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 
Health Update 
The fourth round polio immunization campaign, targeting 1,096,358 children under-5, is planned for 28 September to 1 
October in Somali region.  This will coincide with the nationwide polio immunization campaign where 12,956,823 children 
under-5 are expected to be vaccinated. Sixteen permanent vaccination posts are also established at cross border points. 
The posts are providing polio vaccines to all children under 15 years crossing the border to and from Somalia. For more 
information, contact: who-wro@et.afro.who.int 

 
No information received from agriculture and refugee sectors this week 


