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HIGHLIGHTS
• About 2,000 refugees arrived 

into Unity State from Sudan’s 
South Kordofan over the 
week, indicating a possible 
new surge of arrivals on 
the horizon.

• Movements of UN humani-
tarian workers were limited 
in the Abyei area, following 
mounting tensions resulting 
in the death of a national 
staff member of the UN 
peacekeeping mission, 
UNISFA. 

• Flights of extremely vulnera-
ble returnees from Khartoum 
to Aweil were suspended 
after a plane carrying 
57 returnees crash landed 
in Aweil. Fortunately 
no serious injuries were 
sustained by the passengers. 

FIGURES
Confl ict incidents  237

Number of newly 
displaced people 170,709

Source: OCHA based on reports from 
local authorities and assessment teams. 
Figures as of 31 October 2012.

 

Consolidated Appeal

FUNDING

1.2 billion
requested (US$)

724 million
received (US$)

62% funded

Source: Financial Tracking Service

Situation overview
About 2,000 Sudanese refugees arrived in Unity State during the week, 85 per 
cent of which were women and children. Aid organizations are concerned that the 
surge may be the start of a new surge of arrivals, coinciding with the coming dry 
season. In Abyei, tensions between the Dinka Ngok and Misseriya communities resulted in 
restricted movements of UN humanitarian staff. The situation in Abyei town is calm but 
unpredictable. Humanitarian organizations responded to fl ood-affected communities in 
Jonglei, Upper Nile and Western Equatoria states with emergency shelter, medicine and 
household items. Elsewhere in Jonglei State, relief workers mobilized emergency aid to 
support some 10,000 people displaced by recent insecurity in Pibor County.

The borders between South Sudan and Sudan reportedly remain closed, despite 
September agreements between the two Governments to reopen them to trade. Prices 
remain high as a result, especially in the northern border states.

Challenges, needs and response
Tensions in Abyei restrict humanitarian movement
Tension between the Dinka Ngok and nomadic Misseriya communities in the contested 
Abyei area on 12 and 13 November resulted in the death of a national staff member of the 
UN peacekeeping mission, UNISFA. The movement of UN agencies was heavily restricted 
from 13-18 November following the incident. The security situation is calm but volatile, with 
limited movements permitted for UN humanitarian actors.

UNISFA estimates that over 800 Misseriya and 50,000 migrating animals are currently 
within the Abyei area, and will move south in the coming weeks. The pastoralist Misseriya 
move through Abyei each year with up to one million animals, travelling through in October 
and May. The movement has historically coincided with insecurity.

Humanitarian assistance continued to those affected by the Abyei confl ict which broke 
out in May 2011. October food rations were provided to about 70,000 people dis-
placed from Abyei in Agok, the Agok host community and returnees in the area. Some 
13,300 animal vaccines were delivered to Abyei over the week, to vaccinate 10,000 
cows, goats and sheep of the Dinka Ngok community. Partners are also planning a 
vaccination campaign to cover 75,000 Misseriya cattle in their grazing areas in Abyei.

Emergency aid mobilized to people displaced in Pibor
Household kits, water, sanitation and hygiene assistance were delivered to Pibor town 
during the week, to respond to about 10,000 people displaced by recent fi ghting between 
the national army and non-state armed actors. Distribution of the relief items will begin 
shortly. Food security partners are looking to create an airdrop zone to deliver food to the 
people displaced, as the Pibor road is impassable during the rains. The security situation 
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A returnee arriving in Juba port recognises a friend (IOM). 
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in Pibor County was tense and unpredictable, with two incidents of fi ghting reported over 
the week. While no civilian casualties or displacement were reported, humanitarian actors 
remain alert for possible humanitarian consequences of further insecurity.

Assistance ongoing to fl ood-affected communities 
Humanitarian assistance continued 
to fl ood-affected areas in Upper Nile, 
Jonglei and Western Equatoria states, 
while fl ooding receded across the coun-
try. In Upper Nile, the humanitarian 
response was underway to some 21,000 
people affected by fl ooding in the Sobat 
river basin in Ulang and Nassir coun-
ties, following heavy rains over the past 
two weeks. Drugs to treat 1,000 malaria 
cases and kits to treat 2,000 health out-
break cases were distributed. Blankets, 
emergency sheeting, water containers 
and soap were provided to about 1,400 

households in Ulang, and 800 households in Nassir. Water, sanitation and hygiene sup-
port for 21,000 people is en route to the affected communities. 

In Jonglei State, the humanitarian response to fl ooding in Duk County’s Mareng and Pajut 
payams continued, with hygiene kits, water purifi cation tablets and soap distributed to 
those in need. Close to 400 mosquito nets were provided to the most vulnerable house-
holds from those affected in Pajut. 

The needs of fl ood-affected communities in Western Equatoria State have largely been 
met, with emergency shelter provided to 370 people. Household items were provided to 
69 households in Nzara County, including plastic sheets, mosquito nets and kitchen sets.

Refugee update
Over 2,000 refugees arrive in Yida 
South Sudan’s largest refugee 
site, Yida, saw a spike in new 
arrivals over the week. 2,100 
refugees arrived in the Unity 
State settlement having fl ed 
confl ict and a lack of food in 
Sudan’s South Kordofan State. 
Aid organizations are concerned 
that this could be the start of a 
possible wave of new arrivals, 
coinciding with the end of the rains 
and roads becoming passable. 

More than 85 per cent of the 
new arrivals were women and 
children, who were reportedly 
exhausted and in poor 
physical health from days of 
walking. About 100 of 600 newly 
arrived children registered as 
of 15 November were found to 

Refugee arrivals from Sudan’s South Kordofan and Blue Nile states into 
South Sudan. Source: UNHCR
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Flooded homes (tukuls) in Ulang County in Upper Nile (NCDA).
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be malnourished, according to the UN refugee agency, UNHCR. On arriving in Yida, 
refugees are medically and nutritional screened to assess their health needs. They are 
then provided with an emergency initial food ration and household items such as water 
containers.

Aid agencies are building a water point midway between Yida and the Sudan border, 
to ensure people travelling to the refugee settlement have access to drinking water. A 
5,000 litre tank is being installed and will be refi lled on a daily basis. Relief organizations 
are monitoring the route to the border and transporting the most vulnerable people to 
Yida. The capacity is being increased at the registration centre at the site, and additional 
latrines and water are being installed in anticipation of further arrivals.

Two surges in refugee arrivals expected in months ahead
UNHCR anticipates two surg-
es in refugee arrivals over the 
coming months, based on 
seasonal cycles and movement 
trends over the past year. The fi rst 
wave is expected from now until 
January, with the onset of the dry 
season and the likely resump-
tion of military activities in South 
Kordofan. The second surge is 
projected May/June, before the 
rains set in again. Humanitar-
ian organizations anticipate that 
350,000 refugees will be hosted in 
South Sudan by the end of 2013, 
with the large majority from Sudan.

Refugees in Juba receive household kits
Household items such as sleeping mats, water containers, kitchen sets and soap were 
distributed to vulnerable Sudanese refugees from Blue Nile State staying in Juba. The 
refugees entered South Sudan in small groups, with some coming by air at the begin-
ning of the crisis in September 2011. UNHCR estimates that 7,000 refugees from various 
countries including Sudan are located in Juba, surviving on dwindling savings, and jobs 
such as selling food and construction work. 

Humanitarian partners and local authorities identifi ed a site in Lainya County about 
135kms outside Juba as a relocation option for the refugees, and organized ‘go and see’ 
visits for a number of refugees. A survey carried out with the refugees showed that the 
majority were happy to relocate to Lainya. Site planning is proceeding so that the group 
can be moved in the coming months.

Returns to South Sudan
Returnee fl ights suspended following crash
Flights carrying extremely vulnerable returnees from Khartoum to Aweil in Northern Bahr 
el Ghazal State continued over the week, supported by humanitarian partners. However, 
on 16 November a fl ight carrying 57 returnees crash landed in Aweil. All passengers were 
medically assessed and no serious injuries were sustained. The aircraft suffered critical 
damage, leading to the operation being put on hold until a replacement plane is identifi ed. 
Over 1,000 extremely vulnerable returnees have been fl own to Aweil on 21 fl ights since 
the operation began on 6 November. 

REFUGEES
Numbers in Upper Nile

Doro 43,765

Gendrassa 14,515

Jamam 15,444

Yusuf Batil 37,196

Total 110,920

Numbers in Unity

Nyeel 827

Pariang 763

Yida 66,550
Total 68,140

Source: UNHCR, fi gures as of
17 November 2012.

It is estimated that 7,000 
refugees from various 
countries including 
Sudan are located in 
South Sudan’s capital 
city, Juba.

Aid organizations
anticipate that up to 
350,000 refugees will 
be hosted in South 
Sudan by the end 
of 2013, the large 
majority from Sudan.

  Women at Gendrassa refugee camp in Upper Nile State (M. Riggs).

A fl ight carrying 57 
extremely vulnerable 
returnees crash landed 
in Aweil on 16 November. 
Fortunately the passen-
gers did not sustain 
any serious injuries.
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In the meantime, IOM is transporting returnees not settling in Aweil to their fi nal destina-
tions, with the majority brought to Western Bahr el Ghazal. However, this is increasing 
pressure on transit facilities in Wau and Rumbek, and requires the local resolution of 
land allocation issues. Insecurity is also an issue for returnees in transit. One convoy of 
over 50 returnees travelling from Aweil to Rumbek was delayed for about two days by 
inter-communal fi ghting in Tonj South in Warrap State. The state police helped escort the 
returnees safely through the area. 

Barge carries 825 returnees to Juba
The IOM-supported barge 
convoy that departed Renk 
in Upper Nile State in 
mid-October arrived in Juba 
on 12 November with over 
825 returnees on board. 
According to IOM, 261 
returnees were trans-
ported to the returnee way 
station, while the remaining 
564 intend to remain in the 
capital. On arrival at the way 
station, returnees in need 
were provided with food, 
shelter, household items 
and medical assistance. 
Preparation is underway for the next barge movement of 1,000 people from Renk, with 
registration beginning.

Re-verifi cation underway of returnees in Renk
A verifi cation exercise of thousands of stranded returnees in Renk is being undertaken to 
ensure accurate data on numbers and profi les of people, including their fi nal destination. 
Up to 800 returnees reportedly wish to travel onwards from Renk to Maban County in 
Upper Nile. Humanitarian partners are discussing how to assist the transit and reintegra-
tion of the returnees on arrival, particularly because the pressure on the host community 
already from the large refugee infl ux into the state. 

South Sudan critical events timeline

Humanitarian partners 
anticipate the arrival 
of up to 125,000 
South Sudanese 
from Sudan in 2013.

This report was 
prepared by the OCHA 
South Sudan offi ce 
in collaboration with 
humanritarian partners. 
For inputs to the next 
edition or questions/
comments on the 
current issue, 
please contact: 
ochasouthsudan@un.org
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  A barge carrying 800 returnees arrives in Juba from Renk in Upper Nile (IOM)

IOM estimates that 
about 135,700 people 
returned to South Sudan 
from Sudan since 
January 2012.


