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Great Lakes 
 

DRC refugees continue to stream into Rwanda, Uganda  
 
Hundreds of Congolese continue to stream into neighbouring Rwanda and Uganda 
following rampant insecurity in North Kivu Province of eastern Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (DRC), while within eastern DRC, it is estimated that some 200,000 
people have been internally displaced over the past two months. Humanitarian 
access to affected areas in the DRC is limited by insecurity; mountainous terrain; 
and insufficient capacity, as only 35 per cent of a US$791 million humanitarian 
appeal has been funded to date. Urgent requirements have been identified in food, 
health care, water and sanitation, nutrition, shelter and non-food items. Major 
fighting is ongoing between the DRC Government’s Forces Armées de la 
République Démocratique du Congo (FARDC) and rebels of the M23 group who 
mutinied in April. 

Rwanda 

 
In Rwanda, the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) reports that an average of 250 
Congolese continued to arrive daily. As at the beginning of July, some 29,112 
Congolese refugees had been received at Nkamira Transit Centre, through which all 
new arrivals pass. A 119-member team is currently carrying out registration for all 
new arrivals. Those who complete the process are taken to the new Kigeme site in 
an effort to decongest Nkamira. As at 9 July, 17,002 refugees had been transferred 
to Kigeme, while an average of 250 refugees per day in continued to arrive in 
Gisenyi (and who subsequently go through Nkamira). 

 
In Kigeme, UN agencies and partners are drawing up an initial response plan for the 
period July-December, focusing on education, health, shelter, water and sanitation 
as the most urgent sectors. In parallel, gender-based violence and child protection 
activities remain key cross-cutting issues being addressed through various activities 
and projects. With regard to education, it is anticipated that refugee children will 
soon be integrated into local schools. Given the restricted space of the Kigeme site 
(originally only five hectares), additional land is being sought in order to boost the 
capacity of the site to receive new arrivals.  

 
According to UNHCR, the area of origin of new arrivals in Rwanda is primarily 
Masisi. A breakdown of the top five areas of origin is as follows: 30 per cent from 
Ngungu, 23 per cent from Kitchanga, 20 per cent from Mushaki, 16 per cent from 
Bihambwe, and 11 per cent from Kirolirwe. The main reason cited for flight is 
harassment by different groups in the area. Many Congolese arrivals in Rwanda 
report being persecuted for being Kinyarwanda-speaking. 
  

WFP-Uganda/Matteo Caravani 
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Meanwhile, Rwandan refugees in the DRC continue to return to their home country 
through Nkamira Transit Centre on an average of 400 individuals per week. They 
spend one night at Nkamira before being transported back to their areas of origin. 
 

 

Uganda 
 
According to UNHCR-Uganda, the total new arrivals assisted in Nyakabande Transit 
Centre (Kisoro District) since 1 January to 3 July reached 26,479 refugees, of whom 
16,181 were transferred to various refugee settlements. (As at 9 July, 16,523 
Congolese refugees were registered at Nyakabande). Rwamwanja settlement 
received the largest number and now has a population of 13,422 refugees. Based 
on the daily head count at the transit centre, it is estimated that around 5,000 
refugees left the centre after being registered and assisted. While some have 
returned spontaneously to the DRC, others have found alternative accommodation 
in Kisoro and Bunagana town in Uganda. Local authorities estimate that around 
10,000 refugees are living in private accommodation or with friends and family. 
 
UNHCR reports that most new arrivals continue to be from makeshift IDP camps 
within the DRC, with some indicating they fled to Uganda because they lost hope of 
returning to their homes due to the protracted conflict. Other new arrivals noted that 
ongoing fighting between the FARDC and the M23 rebellion had disrupted 
harvesting, resulting in food insecurity. On 6 July, the M23 seized the town of 
Bunagana, bordering Uganda, leaving the rebellion in control of a 15-km stretch of 
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territory along the DRC border with south-western Uganda. (From Rwanda, UNHCR 
reported no new arrivals from the Bunagana area). 
 
An MSF team arrived at Nyakabande on 27 June for a one-month nutrition 
intervention in support of HCR implementing partner Medical Teams International 
(MTI) in capacity building and strengthening malnutrition management. According to 
UNHCR-Uganda, on 1 July MSF and MTI conducted a general malnutrition 
screening at Nyakabande for all new arrivals of children under age 5. Of 639 
children screened, 6 were found to be severely malnourished (in red, 0.9 per cent); 
19 moderately malnourished (in orange, 2.9 per cent); 83 mildly malnourished 
(yellow, 12.9 per cent); and 531 normal (green, 83 per cent). Currently, 126 children 
are enrolled in the MSF/MTI treatment programme. 
 
Clean water supply remained a major challenge at Nyakabande, as the district water 
system in Kisoro was dysfunctional due to mechanical faults of water pumps.  
 
Meanwhile, with cholera being reported on the DRC side of the border, UNHCR 
together with health partners have put in place precautionary measures as part as a 
cholera contingency plan. MSF was scheduled to deploy to both sides of the border 
to undertake a medical assessment of the situation. 
 
Uganda has called for a crisis meeting of the 11-member International Conference 
on the Great Lakes Region (ICGLR) scheduled for 11 July in the Ethiopian capital, 
Addis Ababa. “As the current chair of ICGLR, we are duty-bound to call for this 
emergency meeting in a bid to diffuse the situation in DRC,” Henry Okello Oryem, 
Uganda’s acting foreign affairs minister, told IRIN on 9 July. 
 

Ethiopia 

National needs assessment concluded 
 
The biannual national needs assessment concluded last week with briefings on the 
preliminary results in each surveyed region (Afar, Amhara, Oromia, Southern 
Nations Nationalities and Peoples Region [SNNPR], Somali and Tigray). The overall 
number of relief food beneficiaries for July to December 2012 and updated needs in 
the non-food sectors will be consolidated by the federal Disaster Risk Management 
and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS) and published in the revised Humanitarian 
Requirements Document (HRD). The revised HRD is expected to be issued before 
the end of July. The assessment covered areas in central and southern Ethiopia that 
receive belg (mid-February to May) rains, as well as agro-pastoralist areas in the 
eastern and southern lowlands that receive gu/ganna/sugum(April to June) rains.  
 

Water trucking resumes in Shinile, northern Somali Region 
 
In response to acute water shortages highlighted by the rapid assessment 
conducted in early June in Shinile zone (northern Somali Region), Oxfam GB 
restarted water trucking operations in parts of Aisha, Erer, Hadagala and Shinile 
districts of Shinile zone last week. The rapid assessment showed acute drought 
conditions in the zone, with nearly two thirds of the population in the four districts 
affected. Elsewhere, communities in East and West Harerge and West Arsi zones 
(Oromia Region) and northern Afar continue to require water trucking in response to 
acute water shortages. The situation is likely to worsen during the current dry 
season (June to September), especially in areas that received below-normal belg 
and gu/ganna/sugum rains. 
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Increasing food insecurity likely through September  
 
According to the Famine Early 
Warning Systems Network 
(FEWS-NET), the need for 
humanitarian assistance is 
likely to increase between June 
and September as a result of 
decreased crop and livestock 
production resulting from the 
delayed and below-average 
February to May rains that fell 
over parts of central, eastern 
and southern parts of the 
country. Vulnerable households 
in affected belg-and 
gu/ganna/sugum-receiving 

areas are expected to continue 
to experience “Stressed” and 
“Crisis” levels (IPC classification) of food insecurity through September. While the 
situation in pastoralist areas of northern Afar and the northern Somali zones of 
Shinile and Jijigamay may improve (from “Crisis” to “Stressed”) if the advent of the 
karma/karan (July to September) rains is timely and performance good, the 
increased food insecurity linked to the late arrival and poor performance of the belg 
rains in agricultural areas of central Ethiopia is expected to persist through 
September, when the next harvest enters the market. DRMFSS has warned that 
consumer prices of food (driven by the price of cereals) are expected to continue to 
rise moderately until September. After that, prices should begin to decline. Pockets 
of Somali and southern Oromia Regions also received poor rains, which will 
exacerbate existing water and pasture shortages. 
 

TFP admissions continue to rise in SNNPR 
 
The situation in SNNPR has been of particular concern due to the unusual increases 
in malnutrition recorded since the beginning of the year. According to the 
Government’s Emergency Nutrition Coordination Unit (ENCU), admissions of 
severely malnourished children to therapeutic feeding programmes (TFP) increased 

by over 18 per cent from April 
to May. While TFP admissions 
started to increase earlier and 
faster in 2012 than 2011, since 
April, the trend has slowed with 
admissions roughly similar to 
2011. In 2011, the region was 
affected by drought conditions 
following the failure of the belg 
rains. Localized shifts in the 
admissions trend were reported 
in May, with deteriorating 

conditions in Gamo Gofa, Gedeo and Sidama zones, but stabilized or improved 
conditions in Hadiya, Halaba, Silte and South Omo. As part of efforts to strengthen 
nutrition services in the region, distribution of targeted supplementary feeding (TSF) 
rations for moderately malnourished children and pregnant and breastfeeding 
women has been completed in all 27 nutrition hotspot Priority 1 districts and is 
ongoing in the region’s 16 Priority 2 districts. Allocation and dispatch of TSF supplies 
has begun for Priority 1 districts in Afar and Somali. Countrywide, TSF is being 
expanded to all 192 Priority 1 districts. 
 

Estimated food security outcomes, July to September  

(Source: FEWS NET and WFP) 
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Meningitis outbreak in SNNPR may be over; malaria increasing 
 
No new cases of meningitis have been reported in the past two weeks in SNNPR, 
where an outbreak of meningitis has been ongoing since April. Close monitoring of 
the affected areas will continue through mid-July to confirm the end of the outbreak. 
On the other hand, new cases of malaria continue to be reported in increasing 
numbers countrywide, including in Amhara, Oromia and SNNPR. Preventive and 
control measures are being implemented by Government and partners; as the 
current rains are conducive for mosquito breeding, the situation is likely to worsen if 
preventive activities are not strengthened. 
 

Kenya  

Aid efforts hit by increased insecurity North Eastern Province 
 
As the overall security situation in Kenya remains complex and tense, North Eastern 
Province is the worst affected. Threats and actual incidents of kidnapping of aid 
workers, vehicle carjacking, banditry and attacks by improvised explosive devices 
occur on a regular basis. On 1 July, at least 17 people died and several others were 
seriously injured during a gunfire and grenade attack on two churches in Garissa 
town. No group has claimed responsibility for the attacks. The Government of Kenya 
has launched a security operation and increased security presence in Garissa and in 
the northern towns of Mandera and Wajir. The African Union and the UN Secretary-
General strongly condemned the attacks and pledged their support for Kenya. 
 
On 29 June, four international staff members of the Norwegian Refugee Council 
(NRC) were abducted from Ifo 2 refugee camp in Dadaab. Three national staff 
members of the NRC were shot during the abduction; one of the three later died 
from his injuries. The four abductees were on 1 July rescued and returned to Kenya 
after a successful joint operation inside Somalia of Kenyan and Somali Transitional 
Federal Government forces.  
 
Earlier, on 24 June, a grenade and gunfire attack at a pub in Mombasa killed three 
people and injured over 25 others. The attack came two days after the United States 
and France issued alerts over an impending terrorist attack in the coastal area. 
Mombasa is a key hub for Kenya's tourism sector and is one of the country's top 
sources of foreign revenue. 
 
It is still not clear who is behind the series of attacks, which have multiplied in Kenya 
since October, when the country sent troops into Somalia to battle Islamist militia Al 
Shabaab. 
  
The attacks continue to threaten humanitarian operations in areas in dire need of 
assistance. Last October, MSF Spain was forced to pull out of Dadaab after the 
kidnapping of its staff. Following this incident, aid agencies temporarily suspended 
all non-lifesaving aid operations, and the Government of Kenya suspended 
registration of new arrivals at Dadaab refugee complex, although a one-month 
registration exercise was launched on 4 June for new arrivals identified since 
October.  
 

Mixed prospects for food security  
 
Results of a rapid food security assessment conducted in June in districts where the 
rains were below normal and poorly distributed have been released. The “Long 
Rains 2012 mid-season Food Security Assessment Report” by the Kenya Food 
Security Steering Group indicates that most of the country is “Stressed” (IPC Phase 
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2). However, food security among pastoralists in parts of north/north-eastern Kenya 
are in “Crisis”, an improvement from “Emergency” (IPC Phase 4) due to improved 
conditions as increased livestock births have resulted in better milk supply at 
household level. Minimal livestock migrations have been observed, as water and 
pasture is available. In its June Food Security Outlook Update on Kenya, the Famine 
Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) reports that the food security situation 
for the majority of pastoralists is likely to remain stable until August when the lean 
season starts.  
 
Livestock migrations are meanwhile taking place earlier than usual in Ijara, central 
Garissa and Tana River due to acute water shortages. The food security situation in 
these and other north-eastern pastoral areas, where the Long Rains were very poor, 
has already started to decline. Livestock prices are above average, with terms of 
trade 30-65 per cent above those of May. There are continued risks of resource-
based conflicts and ongoing insecurity in Baringo, Tana River, Wajir, Garissa, Isiolo, 
and along the Kenya/Somalia/Ethiopia border that could negatively affect food 
security. Livestock from Ethiopia are reportedly entering Moyale and Mandera, 
resulting in increasing tension over access to resources. The Water and 
Environmental Sanitation Coordination sector is currently undertaking a gap analysis 
of WASH interventions and has identified 22 districts/counties that are affected by 
emergencies as priority districts for the exercise. Moyale, Mandera, Wajir, Garissa, 
Ijara, Tana River and Isiolo are categorized as Priority 1 districts.  
The areas were selected on the basis that they are: drought-affected, flood-prone, 
cholera endemic and prone to conflicts (the latter of which increases vulnerability to 
WASH-related diseases as it limits access to WASH services). 
 

Somalia 
 

Humanitarian situation in southern Somalia still critical  
 
The humanitarian situation in Somalia remains critical, even after parts of the 
country emerged from famine last year. Though a return to famine conditions is not 
expected, the situation is dire. Worst affected regions are still rated as “Emergency” 
(Level Four on the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification [IPC] Scale), 
meaning that communities will once again be severely affected as the food security 
situation is rapidly deteriorating. The 2012 Post-Gu Assessment led by the Food 
Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU) is ongoing, with results expected by 
end-August. 
  
As noted in FSNAU’s mid-June climate update, rainfall performance in the month of 
May varied in Somalia. Northern areas received significant rains, ranging from 
normal to above normal. Southern and central areas however experienced uneven 
distribution of rains, with Bardheere, in Gedo region, recording a total of 123 mm of 
rains. Parts of Hiraan, Middle Shabelle, Gedo and Middle Juba also recorded 
depressed rains. Rains during this period are critical to the harvest, hence concerns 
that the harvest in south-central Somalia, the epicentre of last year’s emergency, will 
be smaller and delayed at least by a month (until August). 
 
Another recent FSNAU survey indicates that the nutrition situation among IDPs in 
Doolow remains critical, with the Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rate alarmingly at 
26 per cent and the Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) rate at 7.5 per cent – both 
above emergency threshold – while the crude mortality rate is high at 0.6/10,000 per 
day. These results validate the Rapid Food Security Assessment carried out by 
WFP in March, which found a worrying trend in border areas. Assessments by WFP 
in Doolow indicate that family members were sharing the blanket supplementary 
feeding programme (BSFP) individual ration, intended for children. WFP will 
therefore provide a temporary family protection ration to the families of BSFP-
assisted children. 
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The ability of communities to recover is further undermined by widespread armed 
clashes and poor security conditions, which continue to force communities to flee 
their homes, thus disrupting food production and other economic activities. Ongoing 
military activity is likewise impacting overstretched aid programmes in affected areas. 
Recent clashes on 25 June between the African Union Mission in Somalia 
(AMISOM)/Transitional Federal Government (TFG) forces and Al Shabaab 
insurgents resulted in the displacement of some 1,000 families (some 50,000 people) 
from villages in Somalia's Bal'ad District, in Middle Shabelle Region, of whom 2,800 
had reached Mogadishu by early July, while the remainder are in villages in the 
affected area.  
 
 

Uganda 
 

Food insecurity “minimal” in most regions, north is “stressed” 
 
While household food insecurity is “minimal” (under the Integrated Food Security 
Phase Classification) in most regions of Uganda, West Nile, Acholi, Karamoja and 
Teso regions are “stressed”, according to the June Food Security Summary Report 
for June from the Early Warning Unit of Uganda’s Ministry of Agriculture, Animal 
Industries and Fisheries of Uganda (MAAIF EWU). Primary reasons cited for food 
insecurity in many areas across northern Uganda include flooding and water-logging 
that occurred last season in low-lying areas of the affected regions, submerging and 
suffocating crops and resulting in a loss of between 70 to 100 per cent of cassava 
and sweet potatoes; over-selling of produce by households immediately after 
harvesting, due to 
persistent high demand 
created by neighbouring 
countries for food 
commodities; sale of 
livestock, and pastoral 
movement of same into 
the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (DRC) and 
South Sudan; late onset of 
rains, resulting in late 
planting and harvests. An 
ongoing food shortage 
across the country is 
normal for this period of 
the year (post-planting but 
pre-harvest), and much of 
the food available at 
national level is with 
traders who are hoarding it, 
hoping to sell at higher 
prices. According to 
MAAIF EWU, other 
contributing factors to high 
food prices are persistent high demand for food items from markets in Burundi, DRC, 
Kenya, Rwanda and South Sudan; persistent inflation in Uganda, favouring 
purchase by external buyers; increase in fuel prices, making transportation of food 
more expensive; and a poorly developed food commodity marketing system in the 
country.  
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Cholera outbreak in landslide-affected area of east 
 
The Uganda Red Cross Society warned of rising cases of cholera in Bunakasala 
parish, Bulucheke sub-county, in Bududa district that was on 25 June hit by two 
landslides. The cholera 
outbreak, first reported in 
February, is attributed to a 
lack of adequate safe water 
points, with people living 
downstream from affected 
areas at particular risk. 
Other districts affected by 
outbreak are Mbale and 
Pallisa, according to the 
World Health Organisation. 
The landslides, triggered by 
torrential rains in the area, 
buried two villages in 
Bududa, resulting in the 
death of at least 18 people and several injuries. At least 300 people lived in the 
affected villages. Landslides caused by heavy rains are frequent in eastern Uganda 
where at least 23 people were killed in 2011, and scores of others were buried alive 
in a similar disaster in March 2010. The affected region is arable and produces 
coffee, hence the reluctance of residents to vacate the hilly slopes.  

 

Horn of Africa Crisis Funding Update 

 
 

For further information, please contact: 

 
Gabriella Waaijman, Deputy Head of Office, OCHA Eastern Africa, waaijman@un.org, Tel. (+254) 732600012 
Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, OCHA Eastern Africa, conwaym@un.org, Tel. (+254) 732500010 
Truphosa Anjichi-Kodumbe, Humanitarian Reporting Officer, OCHA Eastern Africa, anjichi@un.org, Tel. (+254) 732600018 
 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org| www.reliefweb.int 
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Aerial view of the landslide in Bududa/Credit: BBC 
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