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Rains expected in northern, western sectors 
The months of June to September constitute an important rainfall season for Djibouti, 
Eritrea, western and northern Ethiopia, northern Uganda, Kenya and coastal areas of 
Somalia. Regional climatic consensus arrived at during the 31

st
 Greater Horn of Africa 

Climate Outlook Forum (GHACOF 31) convened by the IGAD Climate Prediction and 
Applications Centre (ICPAC) and partners from 29 to 30 May 2012  in  Djibouti predict 
near-normal to above-normal rainfall during the next three months. Rainfall outlook by the 
USAID/Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET), suggest a likelihood of 
continued rainfall and significant risks of flooding in flood-prone areas of the Lake Victoria 
basin and river basins of the Juba and Shabelle in Somalia in June. Concern however 
remains over the eastern sector, comprising eastern and north-eastern Kenya, parts of 
southern Somalia, north-eastern Ethiopia and north-western Uganda that suffered rainfall 
deficits due to delayed start and normal cessation of the April to June rains.  Further 
reports by the World Meteorological Organization rule out a return to La Nina during the 
second half of 2012, but point to a likelihood of neutral or El Nino conditions during this 
period. The next Greater Horn of Africa Climate Outlook Forum at the end of August will 
consider the possible development of an El Niño event, which is often associated with 
droughts in the northern and southern sectors and above normal rainfall and floods in the 
equatorial regions in the October-February months.  

Djibouti 
 

Relocation to Holl-Holl camp begins 
 
On 4 June, the Government of Djibouti officially a the second refugee camp at the former 
Holl-Holl camp site, located 50 km south-sest of Djibouti. The move is aimed at 
decongesting the current Ali Addeh camp that was initially designed for a caseload of 
7,000 refugees, but was host to some 16,623 refugees as at end-May 2012. Some 688 
individuals, out of a targeted 1,030 people, were transferred from Ali Addeh camp to Holl-
Holl on 4 and 5 June. According to UNHCR, refugees continue to enter Djibouti on an 
estimated average of 400 individuals per month, the majority of whom are from Somalia.  
 

WFP to implement a food voucher system in peri-urban areas of Djibouti 
 
In collaboration with the State Secretariat for National Solidarity and Local Authorities, 
WFP is in the process of selecting beneficiary households to establish their eligibility for a 
food voucher system to replace the in-kind food distribution ordinarily provided in urban 
settings. The programme targets three neighbourhoods comprising some 27,000 people 
out of the estimated 200,000 people living in peri-urban areas of Djibouti. Each household 
will receive a food coupon of 10,240 FDJ (US$57.85) every 16 days that they will be able 
to exchange against a list of food commodities in selected shops.  

 

Regional Update, Djibouti p.1
Ethiopia p.2

Kenya p.3
Somalia p.5

Uganda/Rwanda p.6
Horn of Africa Funding Update p.8
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Ethiopia 
National forecast for the coming rainy season released 
  
The newly-released National Meteorological Agency forecast for the kiremt (June to 
September) rains indicates a generally timely onset of the seasonal rains, although some 
north-eastern parts of the country may see a slight delay. Normal to above-normal rainfall 
is expected over western, central and south-western parts of the country and near-normal 
rainfall across north-eastern parts. Some pocket areas could see below-normal rains 
during the season. However, while the onset of the rains is expected to be normal, they 
are likely to withdraw early over most receiving areas. This could effectively shorten the 
meher cropping season. The forecast also notes the likely development of El Niño 
conditions during the July to September season. El Niño conditions are generally 
associated with above-normal rains in central and western Ethiopia, increasing the 
likelihood of flooding in flood-prone areas. 
 

Deteriorating food security likely in the coming months 
 
While food security conditions remain relatively stable in many areas due to the impact of 
the last, good, meher harvest (October-December 2011) and ongoing humanitarian 
interventions, conditions are expected to deteriorate in the coming months due to the 
onset of the lean season in both belg and meher cropping areas; the continued unusually 
high price of staple foods; and limited availability of bridging foods between now and 
August, when early crops may become available. In particular, following the delay of 
almost two months in the onset of the belg rains, the associated harvest is expected to be 
poor as the area planted is highly reduced, while late-planted and maturing crops risk 
damage with the onset of the kiremt rains. At the same time, the improved belg rains in 
April and May have been beneficial for land preparation and planting in many parts of the 
country. In the lowland pastoralist areas, improvement in water and pasture availability 
has resulted from the timely onset and generally good performance of the gu/ganna (April 
to June) rains. This has supported further improvement in livestock body conditions and 
production, with an attendant improvement in pastoralist terms of trade as livestock fetch 
higher prices at market. Water shortages remain critical in parts of Afar, Oromia and 
Somali Regions due to erratic and insufficient rains. Pockets of belg-producing parts of 
the country that have received insufficient rainfall and where the last meher production 
was poor remain food insecure.  
 

Malnutrition rates continue to increase in SNNPR 
 

The situation in Southern Nations, Nationalities, and People's Region (SNNPR) is 
particularly critical, with food and nutritional conditions deteriorating in many areas. 
Admissions of children suffering from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) to therapeutic 

feeding programme sites in SNNPR 
increased by a further 30 per cent 
from March to April, with a total of 
12,518 cases admitted during the 
month. Overall, the regional caseload 
for April is of a similar size to that of 
2011, but admissions started to 
increase earlier and faster this year 
due to increased vulnerability as a 
result of the loss of belg crop for a 
second consecutive year. Following 
the completion of nutrition screening 
last month, WFP has started 
implementation of targeted 
supplementary feeding (TSF) in all 27 

priority 1 hotspot districts in the region.  
 

Source: UNICEF 
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TSF coverage is expected to be expanded to the 16 priority 2 districts in SNNPR now that 
the nutrition screening has been completed in those areas. The Emergency Nutrition 
Coordination Unit projects that provision of relief food, Productive Safety Net Programme 
and TSF interventions in all priority 1 and 2 districts will slow the increase in SAM cases 
in the coming months, but that the caseload is likely to remain elevated with no significant 
decrease likely to be seen until the beginning of September, when the next harvest will 
start to be available.  
 
Meanwhile, the SNNP Regional Health Bureau (RHB) completed the opening phase of 
the mass meningitis vaccination campaign conducted in 25 high-risk woredas of Kembata 
Tembaro and Wolayita zones between 14 and 21 May. The campaign reached 107,322 
people between the ages of 2 and 30 years, out of 120,000 targeted (89 per cent). 
Despite the ongoing campaign, new suspected cases of meningitis continued to be 
reported in Kembata Tembaro zone over the past two weeks. Other public health 
concerns in SNNPR are measles and acute watery diarrhoea (AWD). 
 

Refugees from Somalia, Sudan and South Sudan continue to arrive 
 
There were some 154,297 refugees from Somalia in the Dollo Ado camps in Ethiopia as 
of 4 June, including 12,990 new arrivals since the beginning of the year. The second half 
of May saw a doubling in new arrivals, from less than 980 in the first half of the month, to 
more than 2,000 in the second half. According to UNHCR, the newcomers are fleeing 
increased physical insecurity and dwindling food resources. Specifically, they cite fear of 
being caught in military operations, forced recruitment, poor rains and crop destruction by 
caterpillars as reasons for leaving Somalia. 
 
New arrivals from Sudan’s Blue Nile State also continued to be received in Beneshangul 
Gumuz Region in western Ethiopia, with some 36,527 refugees now hosted in Tongo and 
Sherkole camps and Adimazin transit centre as at 27 May. With the population of the 
transit centre surpassing 14,000 individuals, there has been a decision to relocate the 
refugees from Adimazin to Bambasi, the newly-opened third camp in the region. 
However, the planned relocation has been delayed as not all refugees want to move. The 
Government continues to discuss the relocation with the refugee community. While 
Adimazin can nominally host up to 30,000 people and was originally intended to serve as 
a temporary camp, the location is far from any surface water source and it has not been 
possible to develop an underground water source, despite several attempts to drill 
boreholes. It is also located only 20 km from the border. 
 
To the south, in Gambella, the Administration for Refugees and Returnees Affairs (ARRA) 
and UNHCR continue to relocate refugees from Southern Sudan from the Gambella way 
station to Fugnido camp, despite a temporary shortage of emergency shelter materials. 
Some 3,000 refugees remain to be transferred. The pre-existing Nuer refugee community 
in Fugnido camp has agreed to accommodate the new arrivals temporarily. Assistance to 
other refugees staying with host communities in Wanthowa woreda continues. 
 

Kenya  
 
Seven IDP camps closed, schools reopen in volatile Baringo North County 
 
An estimated 12,000 people displaced by inter-communal conflict between the Tugen and 
Pokot communities in Baringo North District have returned home following the restoration 
of calm and a beefing-up of security by the Government. Seven IDP camps have been 
closed while 17 primary schools have reopened and provided with enough security. 
Seven people died during the three-week conflict that intensified in May 2012. The two 
communities have endured more than 35 years of tension resulting from cattle rustling 
activities along the common border. Media reports indicate that relations have been 
recently worsened by disagreements over the disputed results of the delimitation of 
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boundaries by the Independent Electoral Boundaries Commission. Both communities 
claim ownership of Loruk area, recently upgraded to a divisional headquarter by the 
Government. A series of peace meetings have been lined up in a bid to bring together the 
two warring communities. The affected families benefited from food and non-food items 
(NFI) distributed by the Kenya Red Cross and World Vision International. 
 
Meanwhile, the Government of Kenya has allocated plots to some 413 families (about 
2,065 people) that were kicked out of gazetted forest lands around Kipkurere Forest in 
Uasin Gishu District in 2009.  Media reports indicate that each family will receive two and 
a quarter acres of land for both farming and settlement.  The Kenya IDP resettlement 
programme has however been marred by challenges, including, inter-ethnic hostilities, 
inadequate arable land, hiking of land prices by land owners and controversy over 
identification of genuine IDPs as imposters continue to move in to defraud the system. An 
estimated 4,481 households (22,405 people) affected by the post-2007 election violence 
and 5,710 households (28,550 people) comprising forest evictees await resettlement.  
 

Food Security Crisis (IPC Phase 3) feared, as maize disease attacks 
  
A Food Security Alert issued on 31 May by FEWS NET warns of a likely food security 
crisis in parts of the north-west and north-east pastoral areas and in parts of south-
eastern and coastal marginal agricultural lowlands of Kenya. The Crisis levels (IPC Phase 
3) are expected around September, which marks the peak of the lean season, but may 
start earlier than usual in June. The acute food insecurity is attributed to the poor 2012 
March to May long rains after previous successive poor seasons, conflict and insecurity, 
and high food prices. The Long Rains that were delayed by up to five weeks have been 
erratic across the north-eastern pastoral areas and the south-eastern and coastal 
marginal agricultural lowlands. The Long Rains harvest is important this year because the 
primary season, the 2011 Short Rains, failed. FEWS NET warns that affected households 
are likely to experience significant food consumption gaps, and has further called for 
interventions that protect assets or increase food access to mitigate likely deterioration of 
household food security. Household food access is likely to decline precariously from July 
onwards due to diminishing availability of milk and of casual labour opportunities, an 
expected below-normal Long Rains harvest, and above-average food prices. Short-term 
forecasts predict that the rains are likely to cease by the first week of June with the 
exception of the coastal strip and the southern part of Tana River where rains are 
expected to continue into June as is seasonally normal.  
 
The announcement comes at a time when at least 70 per cent of the maize crop in Rift 
Valley Province, the grain basket of Kenya, is reportedly affected by the highly contagious 
Maize Lethal Necrosis disease. Reports by IRIN indicate that more than 300,000 farmers 
have been affected, with the Ministry of Agriculture warning of a high likelihood of crop 
failure and increased maize prices during the current season. The Government has 
moved in to stop the further spread of the disease. Kenya produces 25,000 tons against a 
national demand of 35,000 tons of the staple maize. 
 
In the meantime, water trucking is ongoing in western Mandera, southern Ijara, and Lamu 
while unusually early livestock migrations are occurring in north-eastern and western 
Mandera, southern Wajir, Ijara, and northern and central Garissa and Tana River Districts 
thereby limiting households’ access to livestock products. No planting has occurred in the 
agropastoralist areas of northern Wajir and Moyale, central Isiolo, and south-eastern Ijara 
Districts due to the erratic rains and insecurity. Crop production in these livelihood zones 
contributes 20 to 30 per cent of cash income and 30 to 45 per cent of annual food supply. 
A Government-led interagency rapid food security assessment is ongoing in areas that 
have so far received depressed rains. 
 
The Water and Environmental Sanitation Coordination sector is in the process of rolling 
out a capacity development plan at national and subnational levels, to be piloted in 10 
districts in Garissa and Turkana counties. The plan aims to improve coordination 
mechanisms for water, sanitation and hygiene structures at sub-national level; improve 
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coordination between national and district counties and improve information management 
and accountability at county levels. The sector has contacted the Assessment Capacities 
Projects (ACAPS) for support on coordinated needs assessment capacity. WFP has on 
the other hand completed scaling down its operation to target 2.2 million beneficiaries in 
arid and semi-arid lands. About 40 per cent of the people will be involved in 
recovery/resilience-building activities, while the rest will receive relief food. The transfer of 
funds to beneficiaries undertaking resilience-building activities in Kenya through cash-for-
assets is severely constrained by lack of resources available for cash distribution. WFP 
Kenya is exploring alternatives to cash in order to resolve the issue. Moderately 
malnourished women and children are receiving Plumpy’Sup through the targeted 
supplementary feeding programme.  
 

Security situation in Dadaab still unstable 
 
The resurgence of the use of Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) in the North Eastern 
Province has raised the levels of tension in and around the Dadaab refugee complex. On 
24 May, unknown assailants hurled a petrol bomb at a kiosk in Hagadera and fired two 
shots at the victims. No fatalities were however reported. The devices are increasingly 
sophisticated and pose a serious risk to humanitarian workers operating in the camps. 
Aid workers operating under severe security tensions however continue to provide 
assistance in the camps. WFP’s post-distribution monitoring will for instance be limited to 
food distribution points. IOM’s drought response team is continuing with the bi-monthly 
transportation of refugees from Kambioss to Hagadera refugee camps to collect their food 
rations. IOM and UNHCR teams are involved in the process of constructing transitional 
shelters to provide durable accommodation to refugees at Ifo 2 East refugee camp. 
Increased security measures are being implemented for the protection of humanitarian 
workers in the field.  
 

Somalia 
 
More IDPs move to Mogadishu as AU/Somali forces seize Afgooye corridor  
  
On 27 May, the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) and the Transitional Federal 
Government (TFG) forces seized control of the strategic town of Afgooye, near 
Mogadishu. The five-day military operation that began on 22 May resulted in the 
displacement of more than 18,000 people from Afgooye, with the majority fleeing to 
Mogadishu, while others fled to Baidoa.  The military move into Afgooye further led to the 
reopening of the road between Afgoye and Mogadishu. OCHA Somalia reports that public 
transport operators have in this regard increased travel costs to US$7, representing a 250 
per cent increase of the normal fare. This is beyond the reach of most affected people, 
whose livelihoods have once again been disrupted as a result of renewed tensions in the 
area. Access to basic services including food, sanitation and access to clean water have 
been strained following the influx into Mogadishu.  
 
Of continued concern is the risk of an increased spread of infectious diseases, especially 
cholera cases suspected in Banadir district in Mogadishu. According to the WASH and 
Health Cluster, there is a steady increase in the number of cholera consultations in all 
areas of Somalia experiencing rains, with 333 cases reported between 19 and 25 May, 
compared to 140 cases reported at the same time in 2012. The number of deaths is also 
higher in 2011. A fourth cholera treatment center (CTC) has been opened in Xamarjajab 
district in Mogadishu to act as a referral center for suspected cholera cases. WHO reports 
that the CTC will help decongest the caseload in Banadir hospital. Suspected cholera and 
confirmed malaria remain the main cause of morbidity across Somalia. Central Somalia 
accounts for more than 49 per cent (571 cases) of the suspected 1,165 cholera cases 
reported between 21 and 27 May 2012. Southern Somalia and Puntland have 258 and 
248 suspected cholera cases, respectively. Southern Somalia has further reported high 
cases of confirmed malaria and Shigellosis. WHO is still investigating the increased 
number of malaria cases reported over the past weeks.  
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In Mogadishu, humanitarian actors are scaling-up their responses to address both the 
current and emerging needs of the estimated 184,000 IDPs in the city. WHO and UNICEF 
have prepositioned adequate stocks of diarrheal disease kits. Emergency food vouchers 
and cash responses will complement the blanket and targeted nutrition interventions by 
the Food Security and Nutrition clusters in the area. The head of OCHA in Somalia, Justin 
Brady, said his organization is working closely with other aid agencies, to move their life-
saving operations into the corridor as security officials continue to assess the situation on 
the ground.  
 
The monthly Logistics cluster-coordinated vessel for May transported approximately 126 
tons of humanitarian cargo to Mogadishu and Bossaso on behalf of 3 INGOs and 3 UN 
Agencies. The cargo included shelter items, agricultural equipment, WASH items, office 
equipment, and medicines. Save for the Dar Es Salaam Port whose terminals are 
currently all congested due to ongoing rehabilitation works; all other ports in the region 
are free of congestion. The final voyage under the cluster’s free common shipping service 
was conducted at the end of May. Partners can henceforth utilize a bilateral cost-recovery 
service, based on demand. Overall, the Cluster has transported over 2,220 tons of 
humanitarian cargo to Somalia on behalf of 19 individual organizations (14 INGOs and 5 
UN agencies) since the start of shipping operations in September 2011. The cluster 
further reports that five Mobile Storage Units (MSUs) are available, free of charge, in 
Mogadishu. Organizations leasing the MSUs will be responsible for transporting, installing 
and managing the units, which measure 10 meters by 32 meters each.  
 
On 6 June, UNHAS launched a service connecting Somaliland and Puntland with 
Mogadishu. According to the Logistics cluster, the service will be run on a trial basis, once 
a week between Hargeisa - Garrowe - Galkayo - Mogadishu and back to Hargeisa. An 
evaluation will take place after the initial one month trial period to determine the way 
forward. In May, UNHAS transported 2,245 passengers to locations in Somalia. 
 
Road transport at Aw Barkhadle village (30 km east of Hargeisa) is however strained by 
the flooding. A commercial truck was swept by floodwater from the seasonal river. 
Caution is advised for vehicles using this route. Regular Updates of the Physical Road 
Network Conditions Map during the Gu Rainy Season will continue throughout the rainy 
season. The map can be viewed at: http://www.logcluster.org/ops/som11a/somalia-
physical-road-conditions 

 

Uganda/Rwanda 
 

DRC influx overwhelms camp capacity in Rwanda and Uganda 
 
Thousands of families continue to flee from North Kivu, prompted by insecurity as a result 
of ongoing fighting between the Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC) and deserting military troops initially loyal to renegade General Bosco Ntaganda.  
The fighting that broke out in April 2012 has worsened the already volatile security 
situation in a Province that is characterized by longstanding military operations against 
illegal armed groups. UNHCR reports that during the week of 31 May, some 21,000 
people had crossed into neighbouring Rwanda and Uganda. Some 10,000 people had 
been registered and accommodated at Nkamira Transit Centre in Rwanda as of 31 May, 
exceeding its capacity by over 4,000. Eighty-four per cent of the new arrivals in Rwanda 
are reportedly women and children. The Government of Rwanda has allocated a plot of 
land to host the new arrivals in Kigeme, Nyamagabe District, Southern Province. The site 
had been previously used for Burundian refugees until June 2009. In Uganda, the 
Nyakabande transit center, which is 20 km from the DRC, is increasingly over stretched.  
 

Uganda Amnesty Act 2000 expires 
 
The Government of Uganda announced on 23 May that there will be no blanket amnesty 
for the more than 26,000 members of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) and that each 
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individual case will be evaluated and decided on its own merit. Statements by the Internal 
Affairs Minister, Hilary Onek, confirm that the decision was arrived at following a judicial 
review of the Amnesty Act, whose sections were found to be in contravention of both 
domestic and international law. The Amnesty Act 2000, which lapsed on 25 May, had 
been enacted as a temporary measure to allow LRA combatants who renounce war to be 
pardoned. IRIN reports that sections of the Act relating to the reintegration and 
resettlement of those granted amnesty over the past 12 years remain in force, while the 
mandate of the Amnesty Commission has been extended for a year to facilitate these 
activities. However, the Commission will no longer have the power to issue amnesty 
certificates to rebels who surrender and renounce their armed struggle. Members of some 
29 armed groups have benefited from amnesty to date, half of whom (about 13,000 
people) are from the LRA. The withdrawal has been met with mixed reaction, with some 
people fearing that this move might hinder active rebels from renouncing the movement, 
leading to more atrocities.  
 

President launches fight against river blindness and nodding disease  

 
On 26 May, Uganda President Yoweri Museveni launched a health programme to 
eliminate river blindness which has been causing mayhem in northern Uganda for 
decades. The mass- drug administration for river blindness disease will also cater for 
other tropical diseases. According to the Ministry of Health, the Ivermectin drug approved 
by WHO, is effective and safe and provides 10-year protection. Previous efforts through 
spraying and trapping resulted in the elimination of the disease in Elgon, West Nile and 
parts of western Uganda.  
 
The introduction of the new drug in Acholi sub-region comes at a time when health 
stakeholders are at crossroads to establish the cause and mode of nodding disease, 
which many link to river blindness. Nodding disease has so far affected about 3,000 
people in Pader, Lamwo and Kitgum districts, in Acholi region, killing approximately 300 
children and leaving more than 1,000 others out of school since 2007. This week, a 
Members of Parliament for Kitgum District, Beatrice Atim Anywar, and the Kilak County 
Gilbert Olanya, filed a case against the Attorney General on behalf of the nodding 
disease patients in the region. This is the second case to be filed on similar grounds 
within the same week. The legislators accuse the Government of laxity in adopting 
measures to address the cause and spread of the disease in northern Uganda. Outreach 
centres established by the Government allegedly do not offer the required treatment to 
the affected people. In the meantime, the Ministry of Health has announced its plans to 
spearhead the setting up of grassroot structures to identify and refer cases to 
recommended health centres for administration starting the second week of June. 
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Horn of Africa Crisis Funding Update 

 
 

All humanitarian partners, 

including donors and 

recipient agencies, are 

encouraged to inform 

FTS of cash and in-kind 

contributions by sending 

an e-mail to fts@un.org 

For further information, please contact: 

 

Gabriella Waaijman, Deputy Head of Office, OCHA Eastern Africa, waaijman@un.org, Tel. (+254) 732600012 

Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, OCHA Eastern Africa, conwaym@un.org, Tel. (+254) 732500010 

 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 


