
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Food insecure population 

in eastern Africa to 

decrease by over 1 million 

 

Cholera, malaria and 

yellow fever outbreaks 

confirmed 

 

Intercommunal clashes in 

Kenya claim over 477 

lives since January 2012 

 

Increased international 

presence facilitates aid 

delivery in secured areas 

of Somalia 

 

Conflict has displaced 

over 5,000 Congolese into 

Uganda and South Sudan 

and 8,000 Sudanese into 

South Sudan 
 
 

Food security improves across region 
Food insecure population decreases by over 1 million  

Further improvements in food security are expected across eastern Africa, according to 
the FEWS NET Food Security Outlook for October 2012 to March 2013. The number of 
food insecure people is currently less than 15 million, compared to some 16 million 
people at the height of the 2011 drought crisis. This is because of improved access to 
food for poor households, declining food prices, improved labour opportunities, and a 
reduced impact of conflict.  

Currently, some 14.6 million people in Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Somalia, South 
Sudan and Sudan remain in the Stressed (IPC Phase 2) and Crisis (IPC Phase 3) phases 
of acute food insecurity. These numbers may decline further by March 2013 due to 
anticipated increase 
in food stocks. Food 
security is expected 
to improve in poor 
households in 
Djibouti, South 
Sudan, Sudan, and 
parts of Ethiopia and 
Somalia due to 
favourable agro-
climatic conditions.  

Despite anticipated 
improvements, many 
poor households are 
expected to remain 
in high-risk environ-
ments where unex-
pected shocks such 
as conflict, increa-
sing food and non-
food prices, flooding, 
and/or macro-eco-
nomic changes may 
contribute to 
renewed increases in 
food insecurity. The 

situation may be 
worse in areas of 
Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan, and Sudan.  
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Children at IDP Camp in Tana Delta (UNICEF/Limbu) 

Food security outcomes projected for January to March 2013 / FEWS NET 

http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/East_OL_11_2012.pdf
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Food Security: Country Focus 

Food prices in most markets in Sudan, South Sudan, southern and south-eastern agro-
pastoral areas of Ethiopia and most of Kenya are expected to decline. The signed peace 
agreement between Sudan and South Sudan is expected to improve access to 
humanitarian assistance, trade, and labour opportunities. High inflation rates and high 
food prices are thus expected to decline owing to the increase of oil revenues and food 
supply. In the pastoral areas of Kenya, above-average livestock prices and increased 
milk consumption led to reduction of children “at risk” of malnutrition. Following a season 
of good rains and generally favourable output in 2012, most parts of Uganda are likely to 
experience minimal (IPC Phase 1) acute food insecurity through March, however FEWS 
NET warns that the below-average crop production among poor households in the agro-
pastoral areas of Karamoja will likely result in an early depletion of food stocks, leading to 
deterioration of food security to the Stressed (IPC Phase 2) level between January and 
March. In Somalia, an estimated 2.1 million people, including some 800,000 internally 
displaced people are still in crisis and require assistance in order to meet their basic 
needs. The nutrition situation in southern Somalia, parts of the north and in the central 
regions is likely to remain critical largely due to lack of health infrastructure, poor feeding 
practices and recurrent outbreaks of measles and acute watery diarrhoea. In Ethiopia, as 
of 7 January, some 1.5 million people in priority woredas of Afar, Amhara, Harari, Oromia 
and Somali Regions in the eastern half of Ethiopia will receive relief food rations under 
the ”bridging” round funded from 2012 resources and scheduled for distribution in 
Janurary/February 2013, according to the Prioritization Committee. Beneficiaries in areas 
covered by WFP (Somali Region) and the NGO consortium Joint Emergency Operation 
(JEOP) will receive a full basket and full ration, while those in areas covered by the 
Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS) will receive a half-ration 
of vegetable oil and full rations of all other commodities. Dispatch of the bridging round 
was expected to start during the week of 14 January. Water trucking is recommended in 
Oromia and Tigray Regions of Ethiopia. 

Good seasonal rains have largely replenished water sources and supported regeneration 
of browse and pasture in most chronically water-insecure areas in the country however, 
pocket areas continue to experience water shortages. 

Heavy rains cause landslides in Kenya 
Following an early November dry 
spell and drier than average 
conditions for most of the region, 
south-eastern and central Kenya 
experienced heavy rains. Above-
normal rainfall in December 
caused floods and landslides in 
Keiyo South, Pokot South and 
low-lying districts around Lake 
Victoria displacing 815 
households, claiming 14 lives, 
and destroying houses and 
crops. The Kenya Red Cross 
Society (KRCS) is distributing 
food and non-food items to the 
affected families. Further 
assistance is needed in 
education and WASH sectors in 
all flooded areas. Most informal 
displaced centres lacked 
adequate basic sanitation 
facilities. The flooding risk 
remained at alert level, and the 
Government and partners 
continued to monitor the 
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The 2012 Humanitarian 

Action Plan for DRC has 

received 59.4 per cent of 

the $791 million appeal 

 
 

 

 

Humanitarian response 

is ongoing in Tana Delta; 

food and shelter are 

priority needs  
 

 

 

situation. Local communities together with KRCS volunteers have been evacuating 
households at risk of being affected by landslides.  

Conflict causes more to flee across borders 
Great Lakes Crisis 

People fleeing insecurity and human rights abuses in eastern Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC) continue to flee across borders. So far this year, over 5,000 Congolese 
refugees have fled to Uganda and South Sudan. In Uganda, some 1,113 new arrivals 
were received within the first two weeks of January 2013, bringing the total number of 
new arrivals since 1 January 2012 to 58,104 refugees, of whom 32,826 are in refugee 
settlements and 4,848 are in the 2 transit centres of Nyakabande and Matanda. On 13 
December, the Government of South Sudan with the support of the UN Refugee Agency, 
UNHCR, registered some 4,000 Congolese refugees who had fled insecurity and human 
rights abuses in their areas of origin. According to UNHCR, the majority of the refugees 
who were first accommodated at secured community buildings in Rodoba, Central 
Equatorial State, have either returned to their homes to harvest while others have 
secured shelter with family members in nearby villages. The remaining 200 people were 
relocated to a new site in Panyume in Morobo County, Central Equatorial State. Aid 
agencies continue to provide food and other relief materials to the refugees. 

Following the takeover of Goma by the March 23 Movement (M23) in November, over 
130,000 people have been internally displaced in North Kivu. As of 21 December, 24,000 
households were living in and around Goma in spontaneous IDP camps. At least 750 
children have reportedly been separated from their families. December peace talks 
between the DRC Government and the M23 were postponed until January 2013. The 
security situation in Goma and its surroundings remains volatile due to reported 
movements of armed men in Masisi, Nyiragongo and Rutshuru territories. Protection of 
civilians in Goma continues to remain a concern in view of the fragile security. 
Humanitarian actors have called for better security measures in the camps and additional 
demining due to new laying of mines in the affected area. 

Humanitarian clusters in North Kivu Province have developed response plans based on 
three priority zones: Masisi centre (20,000 households), the Pinga-Kikuku-Nyanzale-
Kitchanga-Mokoto area (60,000 households) and Goma and Nyiragongo Territory 
(160,000 people + 6,000 households). In South Kivu Province, displaced people have 
been returning to their homes in Uvira (700 households) but some new displacement has 
been reported in various places due to local armed groups’ activities across the province. 
Around 4,000 IDPs displaced from North Kivu to South Kivu benefited from general food 
distribution in Minova and some 29,177 were also assisted in Kalehe Territory. In 
Katanga Province, as of 17 December, 83,721 new IDPs were identified since November 
2012 bringing the total number of IDPs to more than 295,000.  

As of 27 December, the humanitarian community has received US$469 million 
representing 59.4 per cent of the $791 million requested in the 2012 Humanitarian Action 
Plan. Food security is the largest component of this request ($229.5 million). 

For more information on the situation in eastern DRC, see http://rdc-humanitaire.net/ 

Renewed ethnic clashes in Kenya brings death toll to 477 

In December and January, renewed clashes occurred in the Tana Delta region, bringing 
the total number of deaths as a result of intercommunal, resource based conflict to at 
least 477 people since January 2012. Since August 2012, over 187 people have been 
killed and 34,417 displaced from clashes between Pokomo and Orma communities in 
Tana Delta District. Attacks reported on 21 December 2012 in Kipao village claimed 49 
lives, including 6 women and 13 children. Some 41 people were critically injured, of whom 
35 were airlifted. In a separate incident, at least seven people were killed and many 
injured on 9 January. On 10 January, 11 people were killed and 13 others injured in 
Kibisu village. Displacement is affecting both communities. The Government of Kenya 
has further increased security in the area. 
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Humanitarian response is 
ongoing in affected areas of 
Tana Delta. A multi-agency 
KIRA (Kenya Initial Rapid 
Assessment) mission, conduc-
ted from 1 to 4 January 2013, 
sampled five sites with 
displaced people from both 
August/September and 
December clashes. 
 
Priority needs of the displaced 
populations in the following 
locations were assessed: Dide 
Waride (985 people), Witu (725 
people), Bulanazi (170 people), 
Marereni (1,415 people), 
Tarasaa (1,856 people). In 
support of the local response 
efforts, the Kenya Red Cross 
Society (KRCS), MSF and 
Action Aid have been providing 
additional assistance for 
sectors such as protection, 
food and non-food items, 
livelihoods, health and WASH mainly for children under age 5, the elderly, breastfeeding 
mothers and pregnant women, women with children and the displaced population in 

general. Given the 
ongoing situation in 
the area, displaced 
communities indi-
cated to the KIRA 
mission that they 
would not be willing 
to return to their 
homes prior to the 
March elections. 
 
The majority of the 
displaced were 
living within host 
communities where 
they felt less 
vulnerable than 
those who have 
been displaced to 
camp-like settings. 
However, there is 
considerable con-
cern that the 
capacity of host 
families to continue 
hosting the dis-
placed over a 
longer period is 
minimal, with base-
line poverty level 
being very high. 
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Since mid-December, over 

20 people have been killed 

and over 1,000 affected by 

internal conflict in South 

Sudan 

The security situation in 

the secured areas 

remains fragile 
 

 

 

 

 

 

There are currently an 

estimated 1.1 million 

IDPs in Somalia 

Violence in Nairobi’s Mathare slum leaves 3 dead and 50 houses destroyed  

More than 50 houses were destroyed as a result of gang violence in Nairobi's Mathare 
slum on 28 December. The violence was said to be an act of retaliation for a criminal 
attack during which three people were killed a few days earlier. A local news agency 
reported that the destruction of the houses left hundreds of people without shelter during 
the current rains. These particular attacks were attributed to criminal gangs and were said 
not to have been election-related.  

Insecurity in Sudan forces 8,000 Sudanese into South Sudan  

Insecurity resulting from increased aerial bombings in Sudan over the last week of 
December forced more Sudanese nationals to cross into South Sudan. Nearly 1,000 new 
arrivals were received between the last week of December and the first week of January 
2013. According to UNHCR, about 62 per cent of the new arrivals were under 18 years of 
age. According to OCHA Sudan, up to 8,000 people were reportedly uprooted from their 
homes over the past month due to cross-border tensions between South Sudan and 
Sudan, affecting Northern Bahr el Ghazal State. An inter-agency assessment conducted 
on 3 January indicated that over 2,000 of the affected people were newly displaced. 

Internal conflict in South Sudan displaces hundreds of people 

Meanwhile, aid agencies in South Sudan continued to mobilize support for the thousands 
of people displaced internally by conflict and cattle raids. On 19 December, some 630 
people were affected and 344 houses burned down during a violent attack in Wau town, 
Western Bahr el Ghazal. On 26 December, five people died and over 700 others were 
displaced during ground and aerial attacks in the contested area of Kiir Adem along the 
Northern Bahr el Ghazal State border area. In a separate incident on 3 January, cattle-
rusting in Tonj East and North Counties, Warrap State, killed 16 people and injured 17 
others. Inter-agency humanitarian assistance is ongoing in affected areas although the 
fragile security situation is slowing down operations. South Sudan is host to more than 
200,000 refugees from the region.  

UNOCHA has country offices in Sudan and South Sudan; please refer to their latest humanitarian 
bulletins for detailed analysis. This bulletin covers issues with cross border implications. 

Number of newly displaced Somalis lower in December 

The number of people displaced internally by conflict declined in late 2012 following 
reduced fighting in heavily populated towns. Population movement trends issued by 
UNHCR indicate that about 4,500 people were displaced in Somalia in December, with 
less than half, about 1,900 people, being conflict-induced. In September, over 15,000 
people fled Kismayo due to conflict. UNHCR reports spontaneous returns of displaced 
people in the newly accessible areas of south-central Somalia, including some 2,000 
people who returned to Kismayo in November and December. 

Increased presence improves delivery of aid in secured areas of Somalia 

Latest reports by OCHA-Somalia indicate that there has been a gradual increase in the 
number of international aid workers operating in southern Somalia, following the 
withdrawal of Al Shabaab from key towns. The capture of Jawhar in early December 2012 
is expected to improve the security of the civilian population in Hiiran and the Lower and 
Middle Shabelle regions. Commercial activities across the country have improved as 
evidenced by the launching of commercial flights between Mogadishu and Beledweyne, 
the regional capital of Hiiran and between Mogadishu and the southern port city of 
Kismayo in December 2012. 

Despite these gains, the security risk in the accessible areas remains fragile due to 
temporary power vacuums created after the withdrawals by armed groups. A press 
statement released by the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) on 9 December 
indicated that the Somali National Army, with the support of AMISOM troops, is in the 
process of enhancing the capability of the Somali national security forces to address 
these challenges.  

The improved security has facilitated the delivery of more relief supplies and enabled aid 
agencies to better monitor aid projects. An emergency mission conducted in Marka, the 

http://www.unocha.org/sudan
http://www.unocha.org/south-sudan
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Of the 31,994 reported 

cholera cases in DRC, 

772 resulted in death 

More than 170 people, out 

of the 849 reported yellow 

fever cases, have died 
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The last confirmed Ebola 

case in Oriental Province 

was reported on 11 

October 

administrative capital of Lower Shabelle, in December confirmed one case of dengue 
fever and delivered medical testing equipment to the hospital in Marka for future 
monitoring of the disease. The second phase of the 2012 child health days campaign to 
administer vaccinations to children under age 5 was conducted in December. The 
campaign, implemented by the Ministry of Health with the support of UNICEF, the World 
Health Organization and other partners, targeted about 275,000 children and 394,000 
women of child bearing age. 

Please refer to the latest OCHA Somalia humanitarian bulletins for detailed analysis of the 
current humanitarian situation and response.  

Disease and epidemics updates 

DRC declares end to Ebola and increases response efforts to cholera  

According to the World 
Health Organization (WHO), 
there were 31,994 cases of 
cholera in DRC from 1 
January to 9 December 
2012. Out of these, 772 
resulted in deaths. The 
highest number of cholera 
cases was reported in North 
and South Kivu, Katanga, 
and Orientale Provinces, with 
the highest number of deaths 
reported in Orientale and 
Katanga. This does not 
include the recent increase in 
cholera cases in South Kivu, 
where 38 cases were 
reported within the past four 
weeks. 

WHO is working with local 
communities on improving 
hygiene, food handling and 
sanitation practices; with 
Government to strengthen 
sanitation facilities; and with 
other partners to strengthen epidemiological surveillance.  

On 26 November 2012, the Ministry of Health of DRC declared the end of the outbreak of 
Ebola haemorrhagic fever in Haut-Uélé Ouest district of Oriental Province. WHO reports 
that the last confirmed case was reported on 11 October 2012. 

Yellow fever outbreak in Sudan reportedly worst in two decades  

According to the Ministry of Health and WHO, 849 suspected yellow fever cases, 
including 171 deaths, were reported between 2 September 2012 and 9 January 2013. 
More than half (35) of the 64 localities in Darfur are affected by the outbreak, with 51.5 
per cent of the cases reported in Central Darfur. Of the total reported cases, 54.3 per cent 
are in the 15-29.9 age brackets.  

Health experts report that the outbreak of yellow fever currently affecting Sudan is the 
worst the world has experienced in the past 20 years. The official death toll has currently 
surpassed that of a 2005 yellow fever outbreak in Sudan's South Kordofan region, which 
led to 163 deaths from 604 cases over a period of five months. The current outbreak in 
Sudan could be linked to heavy rains and flooding in 2012, which facilitated mosquito 
breeding. 

Phase two of the vaccination campaign conducted between 8 and 18 December covered 
around 1.1 million people in South, West and Central Darfur. This represents 93 per cent 

http://www.unocha.org/somalia
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Over 730 new cases of 

malaria have been 

reported in Abobo 

district of Gambella, 

Ethiopia 
 

 

of the targeted population. The first phase of the campaign conducted between 21 
November and 7 December covered some 2.2 million people in Darfur. WHO has 
recommended a third phase of vaccination, targeting approximately 2 million people. A 
comprehensive assessment of the outbreak is ongoing to obtain additional 
epidemiological information on the evolution and the risk of the epidemic. 

 Suspected yellow fever cases and vaccination coverage in Darfur  

State % of the 849  
reported 
suspected  
cases  

Vaccination Locality Coverage 

Phase-I Phase-II 

Central Darfur 51.5 96% 86% 

North Darfur 21 97% - 

South Darfur 9.5 98% 95% 

West Darfur 17.4 94% 87% 

(Source: WHO & Federal Ministry of Health of Sudan) 

National malaria prevention and control efforts continue in Ethiopia 

More than 1.7 million cases of malaria were reported from five regions (Amhara, 
Beneshangul Gumuz, Oromia, SNNP and Tigray) between January and December 2012 
– the majority from Amhara, Oromia and SNNP. However, recent data indicates that while 
cases in Amhara, SNNP and Oromia have been gradually decreasing over the past 
month, an increasing number have been reported in Tigray. A new malaria outbreak was 
also confirmed in Abobo woreda (Agnuwak zone) of Gambella, with 738 cases reported 
two weeks ago (as of 7 January). A health team has been deployed to the area, as have 
drugs and medical supplies mobilized by the Woreda Health Office. In all areas, the 
Ministry of Health, Regional Health Bureaus and health partners continue implementing 
malaria prevention and control measures. Although such measures have been successful 
(e.g. case fatality rate (CFR) ≤1 in November), inconsistent implementation of the new 
malaria treatment guidelines (some health facilities are still using the old version) and 
weak reporting in some areas (reporting rate < 80 per cent) are outstanding concerns that 
need to be addressed. Countrywide, 20 million people live in 160 malaria hyper-hotspot 
woredas. 

Uganda: End of Ebola and Marburg outbreaks to be announced in January  

The Ministry of Health in Uganda is expected to declare an end to the Marburg and Ebola 
outbreaks before the end of January 2013. The Ebola fever, which broke out in early 
November, had as of 6 December claimed four lives out of the seven (probable and 
confirmed) cases reported in Luweero and Kampala districts. According to the World 
Health Organization, no new Ebola cases have been reported since 18 December. The 
last confirmed cases were discharged on 26 November and 5 December. 

The date of admission of the last confirmed Marburg case was on 31 October and the 
cases discharged on 22 November. No new cases have been reported since. As of 23 
November, 20 (probable and confirmed) cases, including nine deaths, had been reported 
from four districts namely Kabale, Kampala, Ibanda and Mbarara districts.  

Response structures to both epidemics have been scaled down, with health partners 
focusing on surveillance and follow-up of previously reported cases.  The Ministry of 
Health is planning an evaluation of the response in early 2013. 

IN BRIEF 
Kenya discontinues reception and registration of refugees in urban centres  

The Government of Kenya has stopped the reception and registration of asylum seekers 
in Nairobi and other cities such as Mombasa, Nakuru, Isiolo and Malindi. The statement 
issued by the Department of Refugee Affairs (DRA) requires all asylum seekers and 
refugees to seek these services at the refugee camps in Dadaab and Kakuma. According 
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For further information, please contact OCHA Eastern Africa: 

 

Gabriella Waaijman, Deputy Head of Office, waaijman@un.org, Tel. (+254) 732600012 

Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, conwaym@un.org, Tel. (+254) 732500010 

Truphosa Anjichi-Kodumbe, Humanitarian Reporting Officer, anjichi@un.org, Tel. (+254) 732500018 

Admirela Ancion, Humanitarian Affairs Officer/Reporting, ancion@un.org, Tel. (+254) 20 7625317 

 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org| www.reliefweb.int 

 
 

to UNHCR, DRA has since the announcement of the new policy closed its reception and 
registration sites in urban centres including Nairobi. UNHCR has expressed concern over 
the Government’s decision and is calling for the issuance of clear guidance and an 
implementation plan to facilitate this process. Of major concern is the current 
overcrowding at the two main refugee camps, which have both surpassed their original 
capacity. 

Refugees originating from Somalia constitute 91 per cent of the refugees in Kenya and 
also form the majority of the refugees in Dadaab and Kakuma camps (the majority of 
refugees in Kakuma are from Somalia, while most of the asylum seekers are from South 
Sudan's Jonglei State and Sudan's South Kordofan). Significant numbers of people from 
Burundi, Democratic Republic of the Congo and Ethiopia also sought asylum in Kakuma 
in 2012. 

Humanitarian actors are concerned that that the relocation of refugees to overflowing 
Dadaab and Kakuma camps would exacerbate already strained humanitarian conditions 
and would increase the risk of epidemics. Disease outbreaks and seasonal flooding make 
the situation in the camps, especially Dadaab, even more complex. Besides chronic 
overcrowding, the security situation in both camps and their environs remains a major 
challenge. 

Great Lakes humanitarian consultations, 18-19 December, Nairobi, Kenya 
Regional humanitarian consultations on the Great Lakes took place from 18 to 19 
December in Nairobi in order to synchronize regional situational analysis and 
humanitarian response in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo as well as to assess 
a possible impact in the Great Lakes region. The meeting gathered representatives of the 
UN, international NGOs, regional partners and donors. The participants reviewed 
humanitarian scenarios, tested rapid response capacity preparedness measures 
including in areas of early warning, information sharing, supply lines, response, advocacy 
and resource mobilization for 2013 that could be synchronized and supported at a 
regional level. 

OCHA Eastern Africa launches new humanitarian website in Kenya 

On 1 January, OCHA launched a new website as a result of collective efforts made by 
humanitarian partners in Kenya. The objective of the website is to act as an information 
management platform for humanitarian coordination in Kenya. The website offers 
information on inter-sector coordination, hub coordination, humanitarian financing and 
other humanitarian issues in Kenya. Most notably, it will be owned and maintained by the 
humanitarian community. The website can be accessed at 
http://kenya.humanitarianresponse.info/ 

mailto:anjichi@un.org
mailto:ancion@un.org
http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://kenya.humanitarianresponse.info/

