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Regional Overview 
Heavy rains to continue 

A continuation of a heavy rainfall in Tanzania, portions of Kenya and the Lake Victoria 
region is expected until mid-November according to the Climate Prediction Center’s Africa 
Hazards Outlook, November 8-14. Local infrastructure and cropping activities throughout 
Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, northern Tanzania, and Uganda may be negatively impacted 
by additional flooding. Flooding and landslides were reported in south-western Kenya. 
Western parts of Ethiopia and parts of Lake Victoria experienced above average rainfalls 
in the last 30 days. South and central zones of Somalia experienced reduced rainfall. 
Parts of central and eastern Kenya may be flooded by mid-November. FEWS NET 
reported that the northern region of Bari in Somalia and parts of Somali region of Ethiopia 
were hit by tropical Cyclone Murjan end of October resulting in the loss of livestock and 
damage to homes and infrastructure in the Bari region. However, due to heavy rain fall, 
the situation is expected to improve over the next few weeks in areas which were much 
drier than normal, including eastern Kenya, extreme southern Somalia (Gedo and Lower 
Juba Regions), as well as along the coast of southern Somalia and Tanzania. The 
continuing moderate to heavy rains may cause flooding in flood-prone areas of Burundi, 
South Sudan, the Lake Victoria basin, and central highlands of Kenya, Rwanda, and the 
Lake Victoria basin.  

Djibouti 
70,000 people affected by food insecurity 

According to FEWS NET, 70,000 people from rural areas are at Stressed (IPC Phase 2) 
and Crisis (IPC Phase 3) levels of food insecurity. Vulnerable populations in the north-
west and the south-east of Djibouti are receiving food assistance from WFP. It is 
predicted that the areas in the north-west pastoral zone would remain Stressed until 
March 2013 due to acute food insecurity and water scarcity and would require continued 
food assistance. Currently, households receive food assistance for more than 60 per cent 
of their food supply. The assumption of the Food Security Outlook is that around 60-70 
per cent of the population of the north-west pastoral zone will be receiving food 
assistance by March 2013. This is despite the fact that they received above average 
rainfall during Karan/Karma rains from June to September and that vegetation across the 
zone is near normal. Due to a series of poor seasons livelihoods are not self-supporting 
and admission to health centres remains high. The most likely food security outcome may 
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be that nutritional status and livestock productivities would slightly improve although the 
households will continue to be Stressed and would subsequently receive continuous food 
assistance. The Djibouti Food Security Outlook also predicts that households in the 
south-east pastoral border livelihood zone are expected to remain at the Crisis level until 
March 2013. These households meet their minimum food needs through charcoal sales 
and depletion of livelihood assets. Despite the intense rainfall, a severe water shortage is 
experienced by some of them. The assumption is that 90 per cent of the population of the 
south-east pastoral zone will continue to receive food assistance covering 70 per cent of 
household food sources through March 2013. The central pastoral livelihood zone and 
the south-east roadside sub-zone would remain at Stressed levels until March 2013. 
Urban areas of Djibouti city are expected to remain at Crisis levels of acute food 
insecurity until the end of the year due to high prices of basic commodities and high 
unemployment. They are expected to return to Stressed levels from January until March 
2013 due to a seasonal decline in costs of non-food items and payment of school fees at 
the beginning of the school term. Although the unemployment rate is falling it is still very 
high at 48 per cent. Furthermore, purchasing power of a diminishing middle class is 
reduced due to increased inflation and high prices of food and non-food items. It is also 
expected that malaria will continue through April 2013, particularly affecting poor urban 
households that are most vulnerable. 

Ethiopia 
DRM-ATF releases post-La Niña drought recovery road map  

The Disaster Risk Management Agriculture Task Force (DRM ATF) has released its 
updated road map, which provides guidance on livelihoods-based interventions in 
pastoralist, agro-pastoralist and smallholder farming areas of the country. The road map 
noted that pastoralist and agro-pastoralist areas are recovering from the 2010-11 drought, 
having received good rains between October-December 2011 and April-June 2012, and 
requests partners to prioritize asset-building interventions ahead of the next dry season 
(January-March 2013). To combat livestock disease outbreaks, recommendations include 
vaccinations against contagious diseases and parasite control. Rangeland management 
recommendations include improved water resource management and re-seeding of 
communal drought grazing reserves near communities with palatable, indigenous grasses 
to boost milk availability for children. Other recommendations include alternative 
livelihoods support, development of social protection programmes and provision of basic 
services such as health care, education and infrastructure. 

Continued good rains further decreases water trucking requirements 

According to the National Meteorological Agency (NMA), much of the Somali Region 
continued to receive rains in the past two weeks, as did the lowlands of Bale and Borena 
zones in Oromia Region. However, while most drought-prone lowlands of Borena 
received sufficient rains to replenish traditional surface water sources, Dawe Sarar 
woreda did not. Other pocket areas that remained dry include Kumbi woreda (East 
Harerge zone, Oromia) and Elweyn, Danan, Bare and parts of Hargelle woredas (all in 
Shabelle zone). With the reports of good rainfall across the deyr/hagaya (October to 
December) rain-benefiting areas, water trucking requirements have declined in the past 
few weeks. Currently, 15 water trucks are operating in the country in areas with critical 
water shortages including seven in Afar, six in Tigray and two in Oromia. Due to good 
rainfall, Oxfam GB has discontinued water trucking in the seven conflict-affected kebeles 
of the Moyale area (straddling Oromia and Somali Regions).  

Start of deyr rains results in flooding in central Somali Region  

Heavy rains and run-off from highland areas of Jarar zone prompted flooding in a number 
of areas of Korahe zone, Somali Region, between 27 and 28 October, including in 
Kebridehar town (the zonal capital), and in Debeweyin, Shekosh and Yoholle woredas. In 
response, the Government’s Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector 
(DRMFSS) has reactivated the federal-level Flood Task Force, and is re-activating the 
Incident Command Post in Jijiga, the Somali regional capital. For Shekosh woreda, 
DRMFSS has dispatched high-energy biscuits and dates for 600 flood-affected 
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households and UNICEF is providing 600 kits of non-food items and 72,000 sachets of 
water purification chemicals. The regional Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Bureau 
(DPPB) has also requested food and non-food assistance for flood-affected households 
in Debeweyin (Korahe) and Yo’ale (Jarar zone) woredas. Meanwhile, a joint assessment 
led by DRMFSS identified 1,274 flood-affected households in six kebeles of Kebridehar 
township. Other communities in areas surrounding Kebridehar town are also affected, 
including an estimated 250 households in El-Ogaden, 350 households at Korahe bridge, 
and 116 households in Hudule.  

Relief Food Update 

As of end-October, dispatch of sixth round relief food, targeting 3.8 million people, has 
been completed. In view of continuing resource shortfalls and improving access to food in 
some areas, DRMFSS has requested the regions to prioritize the woredas to receive 
seventh round rations. Based on the responses received, DRFMSS has decided to 
allocate seventh round rations only for ‘priority 1’ woredas (a full basket of full rations) in 
most regions. However, all areas of Somali Region originally included in the relief 
caseload will be covered at full rations. 

Health Update 

Increasing cases of malaria continued to be reported from Amhara, Beneshangul Gumuz, 
Gambella, Oromia, SNNP, and Tigray Regions. The average weekly caseload in October 
– more than 100,000 cases reported each week – is significantly higher than that of 
September (65,000 to 95,000). The Federal Ministry of Health (MOH) has strengthened 
monitoring and prevention activities to prevent or mitigate new outbreaks, particularly in 
Gambella and Tigray, where there is a 90 per cent chance of further outbreaks. Disease 
surveillance has been expanded beyond the 160 hyper hot-spot woredas previously 
identified. Increased attention is also being given to areas in Beneshangul Gumuz and 
Tigray Regions, where the majority of malaria cases are reported among day labourers. 
Preventive and control activities including case management, distribution of insecticide-
treated nets and indoor residual spraying continue to be implemented by the MOH and 
Regional Health Bureaus, with support from health partners. WHO is supporting resource 
mobilization efforts and providing technical assistance for assessments in parts of 
Amhara and Oromia Regions, which are facing critical gaps in available supplies and 
funding. 

Great Lakes 
Aid operation is “effective but not sufficient” 

OCHA Operations Director John Ging called on 5 November for a greater response to the 
“dire humanitarian situation” affecting millions of people in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC). Speaking after completion of a mission to North and South Kivu Provinces 
in eastern DRC, Ging praised the work currently underway by humanitarian actors, but 
warned that more funding was “urgently and desperately needed”. Of US$791 million 
requested, only $429 million has been received. “There is an effective aid operation, but it 
is not sufficient,” Ging stated. “The scale and scope and pace of the humanitarian 
challenge are enormous, but it is possible to address this, and the key is funding.” 
 
“The fact that there are now 2.4 million IDPs in the DRC, including more than 1.6 million 
in the Kivus, is a very bleak illustration of the dire humanitarian situation the country is 
facing,” he continued. “As armed group proliferate in the Kivus, it is the people who suffer: 
men are massacred, women are raped and children are forcibly recruited, while villages 
are looted and destroyed.” 
 
The situation in the Kivus is also having spillover effects in neighbouring Rwanda and 
Uganda. 
 
In Rwanda, 19,990 people have been registered at Nkamira Transit Centre since the 
influx began on 27 April. UNHCR warned that ongoing hostilities in eastern DRC could 
lead to a new influx of refugees into Rwanda. To prepare key humanitarian stakeholders 
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for the worst-case scenario, UNHCR together with other UN agencies are supporting the 
Ministry of Disaster Management and Refugee Affairs in drafting a contingency plan. 
Meanwhile, return of Rwandan refugees since January to date has reached a total of 
9,672 persons, with 636 arriving in September and 837 in October. 
 
In Uganda, total new arrivals since 1 January stands at 52,044 refugees registered and 
assisted at Nyakabande Transit Centre and Matanda Transit Centre before being moved 
to settlements further from the border. Of these new arrivals, UNHCR estimates that 
about 10,000 people have spontaneously returned to the DRC, while another 5,000 or so 
have been absorbed in the host communities in Bunagana and Kisoro.  
 
UNHCR reports that the number of refugees crossing directly through the gazetted main 
border entry-point at Bunagana has increased in recent days. “This is a new trend in 
comparison to the last two to three months, where refugees have been using porous 
entry points citing harassment and confiscation of property by rebel forces (M23) on the 
DRC side of Bunagana border,” according to UNHCR. “The refugees report difficulties of 
travelling within DRC. They continue to cross into Uganda in separated groups, preferring 
to always move in smaller numbers to avoid being targeted during flight by the rebel 
forces, Government forces or other armed groups operating in eastern DRC. 
 
In an effort to better respond to the refugee influx, UNHCR facilitated on 5 November a 
training workshop attended by over 40 border security officials and local leaders. 
Participants came from Bunagana, Nteko, Cyanika, Busanza and Katuna borders. The 
workshop, entitled “Strengthening the Protective and Management Capacity of the 
Uganda Asylum System”, was aimed at increasing knowledge and skills of security 
officials in refugee displacement issues and thereby enhancing their capacity while 
executing their roles and duties in their different designations and capacities especially in 
regard to refugee and asylum seeker issues. 

Kenya 

Bomb blasts in Nairobi 

Fourteen people were injured and a policeman was reported killed after a 4 November 
grenade attack on the Utawala Interdenominational Church in Garissa town. Two days 
later, two people were injured when a bomb exploded in the Eastleigh neighborhood of 
Nairobi, home to many Somalis and ethnic Somali Kenyans. No group immediately 
claimed the responsibility for these attacks, although the involvement of supporters of Al-
Shabab was suspected due to their warnings of retaliation. The Kenyan troops were a 
part of the African Union forces when they seized Kismayo, Somalia in September. 

KCRS assistance to the victims of Baringo raids  

Emergency assistance has been provided by the Kenya Red Cross (KCRS) to villagers in 
the Rift Valley Region, Baringo Central who were affected by raiders’ attacks of 15 
October. According to the KRCS, 3,970 people from 18 villages were displaced in Arabal 
location during the raid. IDPs found refuge in three primary schools and a centre. Schools 
in the area are still closed due to the security situation. Medical camps were set up in two 
primary schools with IDPs. Distribution of non-food items in two IDP centres is still to take 
place. 

Tana Delta remains calm but troubled 

Although the situation in Tana Delta remains calm, heavy rains may affect internally 
displaced persons staying in camps. According to the KRCS, the IDPs are afraid to return 
to the affected areas due to continuing security concerns. A KRCS assessment at 
Manono village also revealed that only a few households have returned. Furthermore, 
shelter construction is proceeding slowly due to a lack of permission of Nduru village 
leaders. Nutritional support and a continuing health intervention are needed. 
 
According to the KCRS, a European Union fact finding mission that took place on 30 
October focused on social and economic development and security at the coast. It 
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promised to assist the communities affected by the conflict. Several primary schools were 
directly affected by the conflict. Pupils living in IDP camps in Tana Delta would be 
transported to take their exams in Odha in December. Village children had to cross a river 
to go to Onwardei Primary School. A psychosocial team has been active with group 
therapy, individual therapy and child play. The topics covered included trauma 
counseling, early marriage, peaceful coexistence and conflict resolution. According to the 
KCRS, cultural affiliations still favored female genital mutilation and there were 
occurrences of early and forced marriages.  

30 policemen killed in Baragoi 

30 policemen were reported killed in Baragoi during two separate incidents on 10 and 11 
November when a lorry carrying 50 police officers came under attack by rustlers. It was 
reported in the Kenyan media that this was the worst single attack on the police since 
Kenyan independence. On several occasions, from July until 7 November, the Samburu 
raided Turkanas’ goats and camels. The Turkana retaliated on 20 October and raided 
about 250 heads of cattle from the Samburu. According to some Turkana sources, the 
Government decided to use force in pursuing the Turkana who refused to return the 
cattle. The Turkana in turn were said to have ambushed the police officers. A mass 
movement of people from Baragoi towards Turkana District has been reported in fear of 
retaliation. A large number of people – mostly, women, children and the elderly – have 
been left behind and are in need of food since livestock have been moved away. The 
affected population is over 15,000 people.  

Somalia 
Coordinated response underway to support Mogadishu’s IDPs 

Humanitarian partners have implemented a coordinated strategy to respond to the vast 
needs of hundreds of thousands internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Mogadishu. 
Supported by the Common Humanitarian Fund, the tri-cluster strategy brings together 14 
partners from the health, shelter and WASH clusters to improve conditions in Zona-K and 
77 other locations in Hodan and Daynile district, which currently host an estimated 
122,000 people. In October, cluster partners constructed 1,200 temporary shelters and 
plan to construct a further 7,000 shelters by the end of the year. There has been a 
decrease in diarrhoeal diseases, with no new outbreaks reported during September-
October.  

Plans for polio vaccinations begin; thousands of children still at risk 

On 22 October, the UN delivered 3 tons of medical and surgical equipment to Kismayo 
Hospital and undertook a fact-finding mission in the surrounding area. One of the major 
concerns raised is the potential for a polio outbreak as children born since the Al 
Shabaab ban on polio vaccination three years ago have not been vaccinated. Of concern 
are areas of southern and central regions of Somalia where a lack of humanitarian 
access and conflict has resulted in low coverage rates of routine vaccinations. Health 
partners are preparing for a likely vaccination campaign targeting least 135,000 children 
in the Juba regions. By the beginning of November, none of the 15,000 people who fled 
Kismayo since September had returned. Most of the displaced remain in nearby towns 
and are expected to return depending on the security situation. 
 

According to WHO, only 45 per cent of targeted children have been vaccinated for 
measles in central Somalia. If humanitarian access improves, vaccinations will take place. 
WHO has warned of possible cholera outbreak during the rainy season. If El Niño brings 
more flooding, the likelihood of increased cases of malaria and cholera is high. The 
number of reported suspected cholera cases has remained relatively stable over the last 
two months. Confirmed malaria continues to be the leading and increasing cause of 
morbidity in central Somalia. There were reports of increasing cases of confirmed malaria 
in Hiraan which are still being investigated. Hiraan experienced flooding in the second 
week of October. Adequate malaria case management supplies are available on ground 
with new stocks already dispatched by UNICEF. Partners have not submitted current 
inventories of malaria rapid diagnostic tests and anti-malarial therapy stocks as of now. 
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The number of malaria cases is expected to increase with the progression of the rainy 
season. In October, over 200 cases of acute jaundice were reported from five Kenyan-
Somalia border camps, which caused four deaths. More cases are still being reported in 
Ifo and Kambioos refugee camps in Dadaab.  

Food security cluster assists over 1.5 million people in September  

An estimated 2.12 million people will remain in a food security Crisis (IPC Phase 3 or 
higher) through to December 2012, due to the poor Gu harvest in July, the very poor off-
season harvest in September, and rising food prices. In September, the Food Security 
Cluster (FSC) assisted 1,593,743 people with access to food, livelihood assets and safety 
net interventions. Total beneficiaries assisted by WFP in September were 1,478,010. In 
addition, the FSC partners through the FSC field coordination mechanism made 
assessments and assisted households affected by floods in Beltweyne. The assistance 
involved food distribution to 28,500 people, food vouchers to 21,000 people and food 
assistance to 400 households with TB patients. Since the end of September, there has 
been less flooding than anticipated along the Shabelle and almost no flooding along the 
Juba river. While El Niño has boosted rainfall in southern and central Somalia, it has not 
had the same effect in parts of the Ethiopian highlands that feed the Shabelle and Juba 
rivers, leaving room for the rivers to rise without overflowing in most cases. However, 
further flooding between now and the end of the year remains a threat. While the Deyr 
rains normally end in December, El Niño could extend them well into January, putting 
people at risk and delaying the harvest. 

Three-year humanitarian strategy to be launched in December 

As of 8 November, the Consolidated Appeal Process (CAP) for Somalia included 368 
project proposals from 177 UN agencies and non-governmental organizations, requesting 
a total of US$1.33 billion. The projects focus on life-saving assistance for 2.12 million 
people in crisis, 800,000 of whom are IDPs, and provide investment in basic services, 
safety nets and resilience programmes targeting a total of 3.8 million people. It is 
expected that the resilience of the targeted population will increase on an incremental 
basis in 2014-2015 building on investments of 2013. The CAP strategy and funding 
appeal is expected to be launched in early December. 

U.N. Security Council extends Somalia peacekeeping force 

The U.N. Security Council has extended the African Union peacekeeping force in Somalia 
for four months, until 7 March 2013. Unanimously adopting resolution 2073 (2012), the 
Council authorized AMISOM to maintain its presence in the areas set out in its strategic 
concept of January 2012 for countering the threat still posed by Al-Shabaab and other 
armed opposition groups in coordination with Somali national security forces, in order to 
establish secure conditions for legitimate governance, reconciliation and the provision of 
humanitarian assistance across Somalia – which, the Council said in a resolution of 18 
September, had recently made great strides in security and governance but still faced 
great challenges in both areas. 

South Sudan 
Food security improves with the start of the harvest  

The main harvest season has begun across South Sudan, resulting in improved access 
to food in most areas of the country. According to the latest Famine Early Warning 
Systems Network (FEWS NET) report, a near-average harvest is expected at national 
level, indicating that household expenditure on food will reduce in the short-term. While 
average to good harvests are expected in the Equatorias, Lakes and Western Bahr el 
Ghazal, below-average harvests are likely in Jonglei, Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Unity and 
Warrap states, owing to excessive flooding and reduced cultivation due to earlier 
displacement. Cross-border trade is expected to resume between South Sudan and 
Sudan following the recent peace agreements signed in September, although no border 
reopenings have yet been confirmed. Sudan has announced intentions to export sorghum 
to South Sudan, a move that would significantly improve cereal availability in South 
Sudan and stabilize prices. Though well above the long-term average, food prices have 
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begun to fall in line with seasonal trends, and are likely to continue to decline through 
January 2013. The main areas of concern include Jonglei, Northern Bahr el Ghazal, 
Unity, Upper Nile and Warrap states, where Stressed levels of food insecurity will persist 
through to March 2013 due to the impact of flooding, above-average prices, and the 
needs of displaced and refugee communties. ‘Crisis’ levels will continue to persist in 
Jonglei’s Pibor County through to March 2013, due to the impact of displacement on 
asset levels, and food and income sources. 
 

Nine cases of Hepatitis E confirmed in Yida  

As of 29 October, nine of 25 suspected cases of Hepatitis E in Yida refugee camp in 
Unity State had tested positive, according to UNHCR. In response to the rise in cases of 
the disease, a joint mission of health experts from the Ministry of Health, World Health 
Organization and UNHCR will visit Yida to assess the situation and determine if a 
Hepatitis E outbreak should be declared in Unity. Since Hepatitis E was announced in 
Upper Nile in September, 27 refugees have died from the virus in the two states. WASH 
efforts continued in an effort to prevent the spread of the disease. Some 550 community 
health workers, hygiene promoters and volunteers are working within the refugee 
communities to share information on Hepatitis E and water-carried disease prevention. 
Latrine slabs, soap, new buckets and jerry cans are being prioritized for airlift to Yida from 
warehouses in Bentiu and Juba. Partners are simultaneously undertaking an assessment 
to ensure that latrines are being properly installed, cleaned and used. WASH conditions 
continue to improve at all water points, and aid agencies are focusing on reducing 
stagnant water around tap stands by improving drainage, and introducing measures to 
decrease hand contamination while fetching water. 

Organized movements of returnees resume  

Organized movements by humanitarian partners of South Sudanese returnees to final 
destinations across the country have resumed. A convoy of returnees arrived by road to 
Greater Bahr el Ghazal from Juba on 30 October. The convoy, organized by IOM, had 
departed Juba the week prior. Onward transport was provided the following day for 
returnees destined for Northern Bahr el Ghazal and Warrap states. Between 26 October 
and 1 November, almost 750 returnees were tracked en route to their new homes in 
South Sudan, bringing the total number of returnees having left Sudan for South Sudan 
since the start of 2012 to more than 132,500 people. In a related development, an IOM-
supported barge departed Renk in Upper Nile for Juba on 30 October with 880 people on 
board. Returnees were provided with three weeks of food when they departed Renk, and 
were medically screened to ensure they were fit for travel. Some 20 hygiene promoters 
and protection monitoring volunteers accompanied the passengers, to assist in handling 
medical and protection concerns. When the barge docked in Malakal on 1 November, 
additional medical supplies, water purifying tablets and soap were provided before 
departing the next day. The barge is expected to reach Juba mid-November. 

For more information on the humanitarian situation in South Sudan, go to 
http://www.unocha.org/south-sudan/ 

Sudan 
Suspected yellow fever outbreak in Darfur 

The World Health Organization (WHO) was informed by the Federal Ministry of Health 
(FMoH) that nine localities in Central, South and West Darfur had been affected by a 
yellow fever outbreak. By 2 November, 103 suspected cases, including 42 deaths, had 
been reported in the localities of Zalingei, Nertiti, Wadi Salih, Azum, Nyala, Sharq Jabel 
Marra, Kass, El Geneina and Kereinik. WHO is waiting for laboratory confirmation of the 
cases by the Institute Pasteur in Senegal; meantime, preparations are underway for a 
large-scale vaccination campaign in Darfur.  
 
Yellow fever is a viral infection spread by mosquitoes leading to fever, vomiting, liver 
inflammation and jaundice. There is no cure for yellow fever and treatment aims at 
reducing symptoms. According to WHO, if not treated, up to 50 per cent of people 
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affected may die. In Africa, some 500 million people are at risk of yellow fever in 32 
countries where it is endemic. Worldwide, an estimated 200,000 cases, including 30,000 
deaths, are reported every year. In Sudan, the last outbreak of yellow fever was in South 
Kordofan State in late 2005 where 604 cases, including 163 deaths, were reported over a 
four-month period. 

Community leaders report 32,000 returns in East Darfur  

Community leaders in Samaha village in East Darfur State have reported the return of 
about 22,000 displaced people to their homes. Samaha, about 25km from the South 
Sudanese border, was allegedly attacked by the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) 
on 17 April forcing them to flee. The return has reportedly taken place following an 
improvement in the security situation after the signing of peace agreements between 
Sudan and South Sudan in Addis Ababa in September. The African Union-United Nations 
Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) visited the village on 27 October and reported the returns. In 
Al Fadul village, about 40km from the East Darfur capital Ed Daein, community leaders 
have reported the voluntary return of some 10,000 people who fled their homes between 
2004 and 2005. The people have reportedly returned from South Kordofan and North 
Darfur due to security concerns and are in need of non-food relief supplies, education, 
health, and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services, according to community 
leaders. The numbers of these returnees have not been verified. The Return and 
Reintegration Working Group (RRWG) confirmed that between January 2011 and June 
2012, more than 200,000 people, including 165,000 IDPs and 39,500 refugees from 
Chad, voluntarily returned to their places of origin. 

Large-scale civilian displacement from Sigili village in North Darfur  

UNAMID reported on 3 November that they had received reports of civilian deaths, 
civilian abductions, and large-scale population displacement following an attack on the 
village of Sigili, about 40km south-east of El Fasher in North Darfur. UNAMID has not 
been able to access the area to verify these reports. According to UNAMID, several 
hundred people marched on 3 November in a funeral procession through El Fasher, 
bringing to UNAMID Headquarters in El Fasher the bodies of 10 people who reportedly 
died in the attack. According to the UN Secretary-General’s report on UNAMID, issued on 
16 October, between July and September 2012 there were 86 civilian fatalities in Darfur 
due to inter-communal fighting. This is a marked increase compared to the figure of four 
fatalities between April and June 2012. During this period, the risk of physical violence to 
the civilian population, particularly in North Darfur, increased primarily due to inter-
communal fighting, the harassment of civilians by militia groups and sporadic clashes 
between the Government and movements. In addition, some 29,000 people were either 
newly displaced or re-displaced by fighting during the same period. 
 
For more information on the humanitarian situation in Sudan, go to 
http://unocha.org/sudan/ 

Uganda 
Government lobbies for financial and health resources for Marburg control 

A severe shortage of trained health workers and finances undermines Uganda’s efforts to 
contain an outbreak of Marburg haemorrhagic fever that has killed eight people in the 
country's south-west region. Patrick Tusiime, the Kabale District Health Officer, confirmed 
that "the health workers are overwhelmed and stretched with the outbreak. We are 
struggling to contain it. The facilities are overstretched." The Health Ministry has 
approached the Treasury for a supplementary budget for a faster response to the 
outbreak, according to the Health Minister.  

The situation is further complicated by an ongoing strike by an estimated 150 health 
workers at Mbarara Referral Hospital - the largest referral facility in the region - who 
walked out on 19 October over unpaid salaries. 
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World Health Organization (WHO) country representative for Uganda, Joaquim Saweka, 
has appealed to the Government to release supplementary funds to help the ministry to 
implement its intervention plans, hence help reduce the risk. 

On 29 October, the health ministry dispatched a team of experts to the south-western 
region to help boost local health workers' efforts to contain the spread of the disease. It 
has also set up a field diagnostic laboratory at Kabale Referral Hospital and established 
temporary isolation facilities and wards in Mbarara, Ibanda, Kabarole, Rukungiri and 
Ibanda to accommodate suspected and confirmed cases. 

Reports by the Uganda Virus Research Institute indicate that as of 29 October, nine 
probable and 10 confirmed cases had been reported. Cumulatively, nine deaths, six of 
which were in Kabale, have been reported during the same period. Thirteen cases remain 
on admission, while a total of 436 people who have been in contact with Marburg patients 
have been listed for close observation in the affected districts. 

In Kabale, a social mobilization team conducted sensitization exercise in 19 churches in 
Kabale Municipality and Kitumba Sub-County, disseminating Marburg prevention and 
control messages. The Kabale District Task Force on 29 October distributed leaflets and   
sensitized all the Sub-County Councilors at the respective sub-county headquarters on 
Marburg. Three pickup vehicles have been mobilized to enable expansion of the 
ambulance and burial teams. The teams have been identified and training commenced. 

Lack of operational funds and inadequate supplies of medical materials, especially in 
Mulago National Referral Hospital, continue to impede effective response.  

Maternal health indicators improving 

According to the World Bank, Uganda’s latest Demographic and Health Survey 2011 
shows an improvement in the maternal health care sector. The report indicates that at 
least 95 per cent of Ugandan women now receive antenatal care from a skilled provider 
at least once; 57 per cent deliver babies in a health facility under the supervision of a 
skilled provider and 33 per cent of the mothers received a postnatal check-up within two 
days of birth. 

Senior health officials however observe that the achievements still fall short of Uganda’s 
stride towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) to reduce infant 
mortality and improve maternal health. 

Dr. Anthony Mbonye, the Health Ministry’s Commissioner of Community Health Services 
observed that Uganda’s health care services were still far from meeting half of the MDG 
targets to reduce child mortality and improve maternal health. “Uganda can clearly not 
meet MDGs four and five - to reduce by three quarters the maternal mortality rate and to 
reduce by two thirds the child mortality rate between 1990 and 2015 target of 131 per 
100,000, it is yet to meet the 15 per cent budget allocation required by the Abuja 
Declaration to which Uganda is signatory,” Mbonye stated. “With a ratio of 1.8 health 
workers per 1,000 people, Uganda is also far below the World Health Organization 
standard of at least 2.5 health workers per 1,000 people.” 

The country has a maternal mortality ratio of 310 deaths per 100,000 live births and an 
under-five mortality rate of 56 deaths per 1,000 live births. 
 
The World Bank’s International Development Association is supporting Uganda’s health 
sector with a US$150 million credit to strengthen health systems in order to deliver the 
National Minimum Health Care Package to Ugandans. 
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For further information, please contact OCHA Eastern Africa: 

 

Gabriella Waaijman, Deputy Head of Office,  waaijman@un.org, Tel. (+254) 732600012 

Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer,  conwaym@un.org, Tel. (+254) 732500010 

Truphosa Anjichi-Kodumbe, Humanitarian Reporting Officer, anjichi@un.org, Tel. (+254) 732500018 

 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org and www.reliefweb.int 

 
 

Horn of Africa Funding Update 
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