
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 One year after famine was 

declared, 2.51 million people 

are still in crisis and 1.29 

million are at risk of sliding 

back into crisis.  

 1 million farmers have been 

reached with livelihoods 

support. 

 First midwifery college 

opened in southern and 

central Somalia. 

 

 

FIGURES 
# of Somali 
refugees in the 
region 

1 m 

# of refugees in 
Kenya 

534,200 

# of refugees in 
Ethiopia 

208,188 

Source: UNHCR (bit.ly/nWZAPh)  

 
 

FUNDING 
2012 Consolidated Appeal 

1.16 billion  
requested (US$) 

 

50% funded 
 

Taking stock one year after the famine  
2.51 million people in crisis and additional 1.29 million at risk 

A year ago, on 20 July 2011, famine was declared in Somalia. Tens of thousands of 
Somalis died in the crisis but the massive influx of donor funding a rapid scale-up of 
humanitarian assistance and an exceptional harvest at the beginning of the year helped 
overcome the famine by February 2012. Humanitarian organizations used the one-year 
anniversary to highlight that the people of Somalia must remain high on the international 
community’s agenda. Despite the gains, the humanitarian situation remains critical. There 
are still 2.51 million people in crisis and an additional 1.29 million people at risk of sliding 
back into crisis without sustained assistance.  

“We need to act now to build on the gains,” said the Humanitarian Coordinator for 
Somalia, Mark Bowden. “Parts of southern Somalia are already expected to deteriorate to 
emergency levels in coming months and the underperformance of the April-to-June Gu 
rains will likely result in a harvest that is smaller and later than usual.” In addition to the 
likely deterioration in agropastoral parts of southern Somalia, pastoralists in coastal areas 
of Somaliland and Puntland are at risk due to the poor performance of the rains. 

Taking stock of the humanitarian situation one year after famine was declared, Bowden 
also recognized the remaining challenges, including ongoing conflict. “Civilians have 
borne the brunt of conflict for 20 years. All parties must make every effort to protect 
civilians and allow humanitarian access to people in need,” he said while stressing that 
ending the recurring humanitarian crises will require resolution of profound political and 
security issues. “Without a durable solution to Somalia’s political and security issues, 
conflict and inadequate rainfall will continue to be drivers of food insecurity, which is at 
the heart of the humanitarian crisis,” he said. 

Life-saving and livelihoods support continues 
In response to the drought in the pastoral 
parts of Somaliland on the Red Sea coast, 
humanitarian agencies have scaled up their 
ongoing response, which includes food aid, 
nutrition and water, sanitation and hygiene 
programmes, and livestock vaccination. At 
the end of July, WFP dispatched food for 
14,000 people in Lughaya, one of the worst-
affected districts in Awdal region. Further 
general food distributions are planned for 
August and September, including in the other 
drought-affected districts of Awdal and 
Waqooyi Glabeed regions. The response, 
coupled with the start of good Karan rains 
(light showers that fall after the long rainy 
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Displaced families receiving food provided by WFP 
and partners in Doolow on 18 July.  
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season of April-June) in parts of Lughaya and Waqooyi Galbeed, is expected to 
significantly ease food insecurity in the coming weeks.  

In all of Somalia, the Food Security Cluster (FSC) reached an estimated 1.2 million 
people in June, including through cash-for-work, food-for-work and safety-net 
interventions. Due to delays in both funding and implementation agreements with 
partners, the number of people reached was lower than in May. However, full operations 
are expected to resume in July. 

Response ongoing for internally displaced in Gedo 

Crisis response is ongoing for displaced people in Gedo, as families from Bay, Bakool 
and parts of Gedo continue to flee conflict, fear of forced recruitment into armed militia 
and food insecurity. With the general acute malnutrition rate at 25.9 per cent among IDPs 
The Nutrition Cluster is running a wet feeding programme in the key transit towns of 
Doolow, Dobley and Luuq. In May, 132,000 children were reached, while 90,000 were 
reached in June. Since August 2011, the programme has reached 468,000 people 
including 85,000 children under age 5. 

Livelihoods programmes benefit 1 million farmers 

In line with the 2012 CAP strategy, the humanitarian community continues to focus on 
restoring people’s livelihoods, while providing life-saving assistance to the most needy. In 
the past 12 months, the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and its partners 
assisted one million farmers through the distribution of quality seeds, farm tools and 
support for several irrigation schemes throughout Somalia. On 18 July, during a media 
visit to Doolow, Gedo region organized by OCHA, Adan Alio, a farmer who benefitted 
from FAO’s irrigation scheme told OCHA, “I hope to get maize from my farm which will 
not only sustain my family, but also earn income for other needs.”  

Official opening of a midwifery college in Mogadishu 

A college offering the first formal training on midwifery in southern and central Somalia 
was officially opened in Mogadishu on 24 July. A first of its kind in 20 years, the school is 
supported by the Ministry of Health, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and 
the local NGO Women and Health Alliance. Currently, the facility has 20 students who will 
soon graduate after undergoing 18 months of intensive training. Given the enormous 
shortage of skilled health workers in Somalia, there are only 965 midwives in the country 
– or 1.1 midwives per 10,000 people, this is welcome news. During the opening, a new 
curriculum for southern and central Somalia was launched while existing curricula in 
Puntland and Somaliland were upgraded.  

Funding gaps for five humanitarian sectors 
Following the mid-year review, the 
revised Consolidated Appeal 
Process (CAP) for Somalia was 
launched in July, emphasising the 
need to build on the gains made 
since famine was declared in July 
2011. Almost half of the revised 
2012 humanitarian appeal of $1.16 
billion was received by mid-year. 
The revision from $1.5 billion was 
based on the needs of Somalis and 
humanitarian organisations’ 
capacity to deliver in the time remaining this year.  For further information see: - 
http://www.unocha.org/cap/appeals/mid-year-review-consolidated-appeal-somalia-2012)  

Major funding gaps remain in five sectors – education, health, protection, shelter and non-
food items, water sanitation and hygiene, each of which had received less than 25 per 
cent of the required funding, as of 30 July. 

Adan Alio, a farmer who 
benefitted from FAO’s 
irrigation scheme told OCHA, 
“I hope to get maize from my 
farm which will not only 
sustain my family, but also 
earn income for other needs.” 
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Education Cluster least funded 

The Education Cluster is the least funded cluster in percentage terms with only 18 per 
cent of its requirements received out of the US$30 million requested. Among the serious 
concerns raised by the cluster in June and July, are increasing reports of schools being 
fully or partially used by militia groups in the southern regions. The cluster is advocating 
for post primary education opportunities to minimise chances of involuntary recruitment or 
military training for juveniles. The cluster provides support for 11 secondary education 
facilities with 1,400 students in southern and central regions. Some 571,000 children 
were enrolled into both primary and secondary schools during the first half of the year in 
southern and central Somalia, out of the targeted 576,700 students.  

Despite low funding, significant reductions in disease recorded 

Although only 20 per cent of the Health Cluster’s funding requirements were met by July, 
significant reductions of three diseases were recorded in southern and central regions. 
Suspected cholera had the highest reduction of 84 per cent between June and July, while 
confirmed cases of malaria were reduced by 45 per cent and measles cases by 6 per 
cent. The reductions are due to prevention campaigns and activities and the end of the 
rainy season. However, in mid-July, increased numbers of suspected cholera cases were 
recorded in Kismaayo in Lower Juba region. Kismaayo General Hospital reported a total 
of 639 suspected cholera cases since the beginning of the year with an average of 40 
suspected cholera cases reported on a weekly basis. In response, five diarrhoea disease 
kits were immediately dispatched to the area with each kit able to treat 400 moderate and 
100 severe cases. More supplies were pre-positioned in strategic locations. The cluster 
cites low immunization coverage in some parts of southern and central regions, due to 
reduced access and insecurity, as the reason for sporadic increases in disease 
outbreaks. 

Protection funding short of needs, including addressing child recruitment 

The Protection Cluster has received just 21 per cent of required funding. Despite access 
constraints in the Afgooye corridor, the cluster managed to conduct an assessment in 
July. The results show that IDPs have crosscutting needs, including for nutrition and 
health services, WASH interventions and shelter materials. The assessment noted the 
rising cases of sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) among women and girls with a 
direct correlation between a lack of livelihoods for young men and enlistment to armed 
groups.  Earlier reports by UNICEF indicated that in the first half of 2012, a total of 1,382 
cases of recruitment of underage combatants were recorded. This shows a significant 
increase from 937 cases reported in 2011. The assessment team recommended a fast 
and integrated response to address these concerns.   

  Fuel-efficient stoves offer protection and sustainability   

Women and girls in Mogadishu remain at great risk 
of sexual violence while collecting firewood. Children 
between the ages 5 and 14 are most susceptible. 
“There are no alternatives for me,” said a 13-year-
old girl. “I must go to the bush where the militias hide 
to collect firewood as I have to cook three times a 
day for my brothers and father. I will never allow my 
brothers to collect wood, because they can be killed. 
Instead, I can just be raped.” 

To increase safety for girls and women and reduce the need for firewood, UNICEF 
and its partners are implementing two projects to provide fuel-efficient stoves to 
displaced people in Mogadishu. These projects will both reduce girls’ vulnerability to 
assault and free up their time, enabling them to return to school.  

The stoves use waste products, such as maize husks, as an energy source, reducing 
or eliminating the need to collect firewood. More than 16,000 stoves are being 
distributed in Mogadishu to vulnerable families. The project also benefits more than 
150 families with income as stove producers. 

The Education Cluster is 
concerned about increasing 
reports of schools being fully 
or partially used by militia 
groups in southern regions 
during June and July. 
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For further information, please contact:  
Orla Fagan, Reports Officer, fagano@un.org, Tel. (+254) 786 527 210 
Rita Maingi, Reports Officer, maingir@un.org, Tel. (+254) 734 800 120 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

Number of Somali refugees hits one million, but 
displacement slows  
In July, the number of Somali refugees 
in the Horn of Africa and Yemen 
reached 1 million, according to the 
latest UNHCR data. The most recent 
refugees cite insecurity and declining 
food resources as the main reasons for 
their flight.  

Despite the milestone, data for the main 
countries of destination, Kenya and 
Ethiopia, show lower but still steady 
streams of people leaving Somalia. In 
the first six months of 2012, some 
30,000 Somali refugees were registered 
in the region compared to 137,000 in 
the same period in 2011 – at the height 
of drought and famine. A total of 
294,000 refugees were registered in the 
region in 2011.  

 

New OCHA Somalia website launched 

OCHA Somalia launched a new website in July. The 
easier to navigate site still provides the latest maps, 
reports, videos and photos – 
www.unocha.org/somalia   

 

Up-coming events: 

OCHA will spearhead the commemoration of World 
Humanitarian Day on 19 August. The day 
celebrates people helping people, recognizing those 
who face danger and adversity to help others. For 
more information: http://www.whd-iwashere.org/ and help us reach 1 billion people, on 
1 day, with 1 message. 

 

New products on the OCHA Somalia website: 

One year after famine video - http://bit.ly/N0zD7T   

One year after famine press release - http://bit.ly/OGIkFJ   

Shelters offer protection in Puntland story - http://bit.ly/OqJFws    

CAP 2012- mid-year review document - http://bit.ly/OGIBsg   

Puntland fact sheet - http://bit.ly/OCVmAE     

Nutrition Cluster beneficiaries info-graphic - http://bit.ly/NKSxBa     
 

OCHA Somalia launched its 
new website in July - 
www.unocha.org/somalia    


