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HIGHLIGHTS 
• RRMP program concerned about the pace of interventions in first four months of 2012 
• UNHCR starts pilot repatriation of Congolese refugees living in neighbouring Congo  
• 1.6 million children under five years old get first dose of polio vaccine in Equateur 
• UN and NGOs form partnership to assist newly displaced children and women in North Kivu 

 
General Overview 
 
As of 11 May, 13,994 cholera cases with 313 deaths had been recorded by the World Health Organization (WHO) 
and the DRC Ministry of Health. This number represents 64 percent of the 21,692 recorded cases in 2011. In 
Equateur, 242 new cases with 20 deaths were reported last week, raising the total caseload to 1,184 cases with 84 
deaths since the beginning of the year.  Equateur remains the most affected of the provinces along the River Congo, 
a main vector of the disease’s spread. In Ituri in Province Orientale, the progress of cholera remains relentless with 
198 new cases with 15 deaths reported last week, up from 65 cases with two deaths last week. In North-Kivu, 
humanitarian actors fear that cholera cases could further increase due to new population displacements and lack of 
humanitarian access as a result of continuing fighting between the national army (FARDC) and opposing factions.  
 
1.6 million children under five years old were vaccinated against polio in Equateur this week as part of a national 
campaign to eradicate the disease. 1.4 million children from six to 59 months should also receive vitamin A 
supplements and 1.3 million children from one to five years old should receive deworming medicine. The ongoing 
campaign to eradicate poliomyelitis should end in June and is supported by the Congolese government, and 
numerous international partners including United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the WHO and the NGO  Helen 
Keller International (HKI).  
 
In North Kivu, continuing fighting between the FARDC and soldiers loyal to FARDC General Bosco Ntaganda since 
the end of April as well as armed group activities have rendered the quasi-entirety of the province volatile, except for 
Lubero Territory. While United Nations personnel can travel again on the Masisi-Kitchanga axe since 9 May, 
humanitarian access remains highly restricted due to insecurity. It is estimated that the recent bout of fighting has led 
to tens of thousands of new IDPs. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNCHR) reports that 6,705  
Congolese refugees have crossed the border to Gisenyi in Rwanda between 29 April and 9 May 2012. 
 
In South Kivu, at least 30 civilians including IDPs were killed last week in Kalehe by the armed group Democratic 
Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR) for allegedly having supported the self-defense group Mayi-Mayi Raia 
Mutomboki, local sources reported. This latest incident reaffirms aid agencies’ persisting concern about the protection 
of civilians.   
 
In Province Orientale, humanitarian actors are deeply concerned with the stand-off between the FARDC and the 
armed group Patriotic Resistance Front of Ituri (FRPI) in the south of Irumu Territory; and with a recent surge in LRA 
activity in both Uélé Districts. Evaluation missions are currently looking into the numbers and needs of new IDPs -
estimated between 4,000 and15,000-, who fled fighting between the FARDC and a local armed group in Bafwasende 
Territory.   
 
In Equateur, UNHCR started repatriating 81,000 Congolese refugees living in the Republic of Congo on 5 May with a 
first test convoy with 79 refugees. Since 4 May, the national army and the national police (PNC) have started to 
increase patrolling in return zones, supported by the United Nations Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (MONUSCO). The concerned refugees are among an estimated 143,000 civilians who fled to neighboring 
countries (123,000 to Republic of Congo and 20,000 to Central African Republic) to escape inter-ethnic 
clashes sparked by fishing and farming disputes in Equateur in late 2009. Those crossing to the 
Republic of Congo sought shelter in remote riverside settlements. 
 
Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 
RRMP programme concerned about the pace of interventions in first four months of 2012  
The Rapid Response to Movement of Populations (RRMP) program has significantly exceeded its planned intervention 
targets for the first four months of the year, due to the rapidly deteriorating humanitarian situation in the Kivus and 
northern Katanga. The RRMP program, co-led by UNICEF and the United Nations Office for the Coordination of 
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For more information, please contact: 
 

Yvon Edoumou, Advocacy and Public Information Officer, OCHA DRC, edoumou@un.org, tel. +243-97-000-3750/+243-82-424-6342 
Niels Stassyns, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA DRC stassyns@un.org, tel. +243-97-000-3772 
Medard Lobota, Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA DRC, lobota@un.org, tel. +243-99-290-6633 
Sylvestre Ntumba Mudingayi, Assistant Public Information Officer, OCHA DRC, ntumbamudingayi@un.org, tel. +243-99-884-5386 
 

All this information and more is also available on http://rdc-humanitaire.net/ 
 

 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), is a first-line assistance mechanism in providing critical non-food items (NFI), WASH 
(Water, Sanitation and Hygiene) and emergency education assistance as well as rapid multi-sectorial assessments. 
The program is implemented in North and South Kivu, Oriental Province and Katanga, and is supported by the Pooled 
Fund, European Commission, and the governments of the Unites States of America, Japan, Sweden and Canada. 
Since early March, the RRMP has responded to the NFI needs of over 44,000 households (or over 220,000 persons) 
in Katanga and both Kivus. The expanding displacement crisis in North Kivu, new population movements in Province 
Orientale (Bafwasende and Mambasa), and continuing needs in the parts of Katanga affected by Mai-Mai Gedeon 
activities will require sustained high levels of response. If the situation continues, UNICEF is concerned that existing 
funding for RRMP will be insufficient to meet the needs of this caseload, which is significantly higher than what was 
planned based on the most likely scenario of the DRC Humanitarian Action Plan (HAP) for 2012. As of 11 May, the 
DRC HAP was only funded at USD 201 million out of USD 718 million requested, representing 28 percent.  
 
UNHCR starts repatriation of 81,000 Congolese refugees living in the Republic of the Congo  
UNHCR started the repatriation operation of Congolese refugees living in the Republic of Congo on 5 May with a first 
test convoy with 79 refugees that left Betou (RoC) for Dongo centre in Kungu Territory, Equateur province. 569 more 
refugees were repatriated in two subsequent convoys. More than 85 percent of the returnees have been women and 
children. The operation for Republic of Congo aims to repatriate almost 81,000 refugees by the end of July 2013 of 
whom 49,000 this year and is a major logistical challenge for UNHCR and its partners, with refugees dispersed in 106 
remote sites along a 500-kilometre stretch of the Oubangui River. On arrival at transit centres, the returnees are 
registered, attend sensitization sessions, are medically screened, receive meals provided by the World Food 
Programme (WFP) through its operational partner ADIRS  and are given a small cash grant and aid package, 
including plastic sheeting, kitchen sets, sleeping mats, mosquito nets and blankets, and then driven to the home 
areas in Equateur. These are the first returnees of an estimated 143,000 civilians who fled to neighbouring countries 
(123,000 to Republic of Congo and 20,000 to Central African Republic) to escape inter-ethnic clashes sparked by 
fishing and farming disputes in late 2009.  
 
UN and NGOs form partnership to assist newly displaced children and women in North Kivu 
The United Nations and non-governmental organisations have decided to scale up their interventions to respond to 
the humanitarian needs of more than 15,000 new IDPs who have arrived in Sake and Mugunga after continuing 
fighting since late April between the FARDC and armed factions in the Walikale and Masisi territories.The Italian 
foundation Association of Volunteers and International Service (AVSI) has established Child Friendly Spaces on the 
Sake-Mugunga axe and has put up a child-friendly hangar where 1,140 children and adolescents from two IDP camps 
around Mugunga come to play, benefit from recreational activities, group discussions and educational opportunities. 
The NGOs Hope in Action and Oxfam Novib are providing medical and psycho-social assistance to survivors of 
sexual violence. To protect the newly displaced children against measles, the Government and NGO and UN partners 
will vaccinate 17,000 children aged between six month and 15 years old in the coming days. UNICEF and its NGO 
partners Solidarités International, Oxfam GB, Association for the Health of Women (ASAF), Norwegian Church Aid 
(NCA) and Action against Hunger (ACF) are also planning interventions to prevent water-borne diseases in the Sake 
and Mugunga IDP settlements through water chlorination, mass hygiene sensitization campaigns, the construction of 
emergency latrines and the improvement of water distribution systems. Within the framework of the RRMP program, 
the NGOs Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) and Solidarités International have conducted rapid evaluation missions 
and are ready to intervene as soon as the security situation permits.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


