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HIGHLIGHTS 
 The endless struggle of civilians in the conflict plagued eastern DRC  
 Province Orientale: More than 27,000 malaria cases including 55 deaths registered in a week 

 USD 544,000 to strengthen fight against cholera in Katanga 

 
General Overview 
 
Killings, looting, forced displacements : The endless struggle of civilians in eastern DRC 
 

North Kivu: More than 100 people killed by 
militiamen in Pinga 
Humanitarian agencies in North Kivu are highly 
concerned by acts of unprecedented violence 
against civilians that are perpetrated by armed 
men in Pinga area, Walikale Territory, in North 
Kivu. Over the past two weeks, dozens of people 
have been killed by armed groups vying for control 
of Pinga and its surroundings. Local sources have 
reported that more than 100 people have been 
killed – some were allegedly mutilated with 
machetes – by militiamen. 
 
Pinga and other villages are now under the control 
of “Nduma Defence of Congo” militia group led by 
a warlord known as Cheka. Since 2012, this area 
is the theatre of fighting opposing either different 
armed groups or Congolese army to armed 
groups. Close to ten attacks have occurred in the 
area, pushing people to flee their homes and 
making access to the area by humanitarian actors 
very difficult. Since November 2012, Pinga area 
has been identified as a priority intervention zone 
by the humanitarian community. 
 
Over the past 12 months, North Kivu is engulfed in a new cycle of violence against which many national and 
international efforts are deployed to meet the immediate and longer term needs. Civilians continue to bear the brunt 
of the conflict.  Humanitarian agencies brave precarious security conditions to provide assistance to more than 
973,000 internally displaced people, nearly a third of the displaced population in the entire DRC.  
 
Security vacuum exposes civilians to abuses in South Kivu 
In Ziralo area in the Haut-Plateaux of Kalehe, several houses were looted and burned on May 31. The assailants 
exploited a security vacuum caused by the redeployment in mid-April of FARDC soldiers to other areas. However, 
the relative calm at the beginning of the year led to significant returns of IDPs and the redeployment of humanitarian 
actors. Some 7,200 families who have returned to their homes (over 35,000 people) have benefited from the 
distribution of essential household items (NFI) in the area. Kalehe Territory houses almost half of the 702,093 
displaced people in the province of South Kivu. As in the twin North Kivu Province, insecurity has reduced 
humanitarian access, leaving thousands of vulnerable people without much needed assistance. 
 

19 killed and 200 houses up in flames in Katanga 
According to local sources, “Kata Katanga” militiamen attacked, on May 25, Lwela and Nsange, two adjacent 
villages on the Kiambi – Nyunzu axis, in the Territory of Manono. Around 200 houses were burned down and 19 
civilians of whom 18 women and a child were killed during the attack, the head of Lwela’s self-defense group said. 
In Shamwana, clashes on 25 and 30 May between “Kata Katanga” fighters and the FARDC pushed an unknown 
number of civilians to flee. Some 354,000 are currently displaced in Katanga, a fivefold increase in comparison to 
late 2011.  
 
The continuing clashes in eastern DRC hinder many humanitarian missions that could improve addressing the most 
urgent needs, including the protection of civilians. More robust solutions are needed to scale up the protection for 
civilians trapped in months of insecurity. 



         

For more information, please contact: 
 

Yvon Edoumou, Advocacy and Public Information Officer, OCHA DRC, edoumou@un.org, tel. +243-97-0003750 
Medard Lobota, Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA DRC, lobota@un.org, tel. +243-99-2906633 

Sylvestre Ntumba Mudingayi, Assistant Public Information Officer, OCHA DRC, ntumbamudingayi@un.org,  tel. +243-99-8845386 
 

All this information and more is also available on http://rdc-humanitaire.net/ 

 
 Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 
Health 
Province Orientale: More than 27,000 malaria cases including 55 deaths in a week 
 According to the World Health Organization (WHO), 27,082 malaria cases including 55 deaths were recorded 

between 20 and 26 May in 77 health zones out of the 83 that make up the Province Orientale. Isiro Health Zone 
was the most affected with 1,383 cases without death. A week before, around 30,000 malaria cases with 81 
deaths were reported, making it the most deadly disease in the province.   
 
During the same period, samples of suspected haemorrhagic fever Ebola virus (FHV), reported in Mongo Health 
Zone (Aketi Territory in Bas-Uele) were declared negative after a test by Kinshasa-based National Institute of 
Biomedical Research (INRB). Research is ongoing to determine the nature of the disease, Health Authorities 
said. In addition, 266 measles cases including six deaths were reported throughout the province. Measles 
remains a serious health issue in the province. Humanitarian continue to provide healthcare to the victims while 
supporting measles vaccination campaigns. 
Health structures in Province Orientale are increasingly facing serious problems, including essential drugs 
shortages, lack of qualified personnel, and basic equipment. These inadequacies limit their ability to care for 
patients, especially when epidemics break out. 

 
US$ 544,000 to strengthen fight against cholera in Katanga 
 The Common Humanitarian Fund (Pooled Fund) has decided to reopen the bidding process for Health and 

WASH partners for a multi-sector project to prevent and fight against cholera in the Haut-Lomami Health Zone for 
up to US$ 544,000. This is the result of consultations between the Provincial Interagency Committee (CPIA) and 
the two clusters involved both at national and provincial level. This decision highlights the need to strengthen the 
fight against cholera in the province that has so far reported more than 10,000 cholera cases in the last five 
months.  

 
 
 


