
2020 www.unicef.org/appeals/libya
©

 U
N

IC
EF

 L
ib

ya
/2

01
9/

N
ou

r e
l H

ay
at

Humanitarian
Action for
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Libya
The armed conflict in Libya escalated in 2019, and as a result, some 880,000 people  require
humanitarian assistance. Children in Tripoli, Derna and urban areas in the west and south are
particularly vulnerable. There are 301,000 internally displaced persons, including nearly
145,000 children and 447,000 returnees.  Some 267,000 people require water, sanitation and
hygiene (WASH) assistance, 93,000 children are in need of education support, 554,000 people
require health assistance and 134,000 children need protection services.  Following the
Libyan National Army incursion on the Government of National Accord in Tripoli in April 2019,
the violence escalated and 128,000 people were displaced.  There have been widespread
violations of international law, including attacks on health, water and education facilities and
humanitarian workers.  Since April, 122,000 children have experienced disruptions to their
education in western Libya.  Conflict-affected areas are experiencing water shortages, stock-
outs of health supplies and vaccine-preventable diseases, including measles. Of the 641,000
migrants and refugees in Libya, 9 per cent are minors vulnerable to grave violations of child
rights.  Detained migrant and refugee children are held in inhumane conditions and
detention centres have been hit by airstrikes. In 2019, over 300 migrants and refugees,
including children, died crossing the Mediterranean from Libya.
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Humanitarian strategy Results from  2019
To strengthen the linkages between
humanitarian action and development
programming in Libya, UNICEF will prioritize
its coordination role and support capacity
building for all partners, including local
authorities and municipalities. UNICEF co-
leads the inter-agency Rapid Response
Mechanism, which scales up responses by
pre-positioning supplies; providing direct cash
assistance in response to sudden-onset
emergencies; and delivering life-saving
assistance in hard-to-reach areas. UNICEF
also leads the WASH and education sectors
and the child protection and nutrition sub-
sectors. To maximize its impact, UNICEF will
continue to build partnerships with line
ministries, municipalities and non-
governmental organizations and invest in
national capacity development, focusing on
humanitarian principles and emergency
preparedness and response. Multi-sectoral
humanitarian assistance will be prioritized, as
will community mobilization and awareness-
raising as strategies for reaching the most
vulnerable children (including children on the
move). UNICEF will provide life-saving
assistance by ensuring access to safe water
and sanitation facilities, providing primary
health clinics with maternal and neonatal
health and nutrition packages, and
strengthening communicable disease
prevention and national immunization. Support
for formal and non-formal education and child
protection services will be expanded in
schools and community centres, emphasizing
efforts to address gender-based violence.   

As of 31 August 2019, UNICEF had US$8.8
million available against the US$23.4 million
appeal (38 per cent funded).  UNICEF and
partners scaled up humanitarian
response and coordination to provide
vulnerable children and families affected by
conflict, displacement and flooding with life-
saving assistance. By mid-2019, UNICEF had
reached over 48,500 people (19,000 children)
with improved access to safe drinking water,
sanitation and gender-appropriate hygiene;
over 398,000 people had received a package
of health services; nearly 2,700 children had
received non-formal education; and over
76,000 children had benefited from
psychosocial support. With partner United
Nations agencies, UNICEF reached over
25,000 conflict-affected people with a
minimum package of life-saving assistance
through the Rapid Response Mechanism.
With the opening of an office in Benghazi,
UNICEF expanded its presence and
increased assistance to conflict-affected
communities in southern and western Libya.
Some 6,100 displaced families living in
collective centres, shelters and urban areas
received assistance by mid-year. UNICEF
also scaled up emergency preparedness by
pre-positioning life-saving items through
two airlifts in response to
emergencies in western and southern Libya. 
Due to inadequate funding, some activities
were delayed, including a SMART  nutrition
assessment and efforts to scale up mine risk
education and the gender-based violence
response. 
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Total people in need
880,000  11

Total children (<18) in need
265,200  12

Total people to be reached
415,000  13

Total children to be reached
343,000  14

Nutrition 
5,500 children aged 6 to 59 months who
received multiple micronutrient powders
5,500 pregnant and lactating women who
received multiple micronutrient supplements
1,500 caregivers reached with infant and
young child feeding counselling

Health 
250,000 children under 5 years vaccinated
against vaccine-preventable diseases
4,000 newborns who received essential life-
saving care
150,000 children and women received primary
health care in UNICEF-supported facilities 

WASH 
60,000 people accessing a sufficient quantity
of safe water for drinking, cooking and
personal hygiene
20,000 people accessing appropriate
sanitation facilities
30,000 people who received essential hygiene
items and critical WASH-related information

Child protection 
93,450 children accessing mental health and
psychosocial support
20,000 children and women accessing
gender-based violence risk mitigation,
prevention or response interventions 
50,000 children accessing mine/explosive
weapons risk education

Education 
64,000 school-aged children accessing
formal/non-formal education services
70,000 school-aged children provided with
essential learning materials/school supplies
14,500 school-aged children accessing
rehabilitated and repaired educational
facilities/prefabricated classrooms

Rapid Response Mechanism 
20,000 households reached with a minimum
package of hygiene materials, recreational
items and mine risk materials through the
Rapid Response Mechanism 

2020   programme targets15
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Who to contact for 
further information:

Manuel Fontaine 
Director, Office of Emergency
Programmes (EMOPS)
Tel: +1 212 326 7163
Email: mfontaine@unicef.org

Carla Haddad Mardini 
Director, Public Partnership
Division (PPD)
Tel: +1 212 326 7160
Email: chaddadmardini@unicef.org

Sector 2019 targets Sector total results UNICEF 2019 targets
UNICEF

total result 
HEALTH        
Children vaccinated against vaccine-preventable diseases 250,000 0

People receiving a minimum package of health services through fixed or mobile facilities  388,000 873,773 21,750 398,416

Newborns who received essential life-saving care  2,750 4,888

NUTRITION

Children aged 6 to 59 months who received emergency nutrition services, including screening,
treatment, supplementation and referrals  5,500 1,101

Children and pregnant and lactating women who received multiple micronutrients  5,500 5,285

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE          
People provided with the minimum quantity of safe drinking water in line with international standards  60,000   64,579 60,000 23,997

People with improved access to sanitation facilities 30,000   8,385 20,000 6,490

People who received essential hygiene items and critical WASH-related information  40,000   29,285 30,000 24,537

Children provided with improved WASH facilities in schools and health centres  20,000 186 20,000 0

CHILD PROTECTION

Children who received psychosocial support and recreational activities in schools, community centres or
child-friendly spaces         69,000 76,274  93,450  76,120

Children supported with specialized child protection services  50,000  7,626  4,000   6,837

Actors from service providers and/or institutions trained on child protection approaches 1,400  850 700 813

Children accessing mine/explosive weapons risk education  11,300   2,688  6,000  2,688

Individuals (males and females) reached by awareness-raising activities (Communicating with
Communities) 76,500 13,831 40,000 13,831

EDUCATION  
School-aged children accessing formal/non-formal education services    71,236 4,608  64,000  3,533

Children who received essential learning materials and supplies    71,236 7,142 80,000 639

School-aged children accessing rehabilitated and repaired educational facilities/prefabricated
classrooms  14,500 7,682 14,500 7,682

Teachers and education personnel trained on child-centred and protective pedagogy  900 835 600 691

Children receiving psychosocial/recreational activities in schools and learning spaces  65,266 21,291 59,000 1,313
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 Vaccination data will be available at the end of the year as it is reported through national immunization statistics that are released in January. The target population for the Expanded Programme on
Immunization/immunization is based on Libya's yearly birth cohort of 250,000 (surviving children). In addition, a measles and rubella campaign is under consideration for November, and the results
are expected at the end of 2019 or early 2020. The vaccines used in Libya include Bacillus Calmette-Guérin, hepatitis, measles, mumps, rubella, pneumococcal, rotavirus, haemophilus influenzae
type B, oral polio vaccine, inactivated polio vaccine, diphtheria, pertussis and tetanus. 
 In 2019, UNICEF responded to an increase in needs due to several emergencies (including in detention centres, the floods in Ghat and the spike in armed conflict in western Libya) and prioritized

the provision of life-saving medical assistance, including inter-agency emergency health kits (essential medicines and supplies). 
 Ibid. 
 Due to inadequate and delayed funding, results were underachieved. Fewer WASH facilities in schools were rehabilitated. UNICEF is still aiming to support 18,200 children in the 2019/20 academic

year. School rehabilitation results are also reflected in the education section. 
 To respond to conflict and displacement affecting western Libya, child protection partners scaled up the emergency response (psychosocial support and mine risk education) as of April 2019. 
 Activities were suspended due to conflict. Results are expected to increase in the fourth quarter of 2019. 
 Activities were suspended due to conflict. Results are expected to increase in the fourth quarter of 2019 with the resumption of the academic year. 
 The UNICEF target is higher than the sector target because it includes at-risk boys and girls (e.g., unaccompanied or separated children, children associated with armed groups, survivors of sexual

violence) receiving focused care (e.g., psychological first aid, linking people with psychosocial problems to resources and services, psychological counselling, psychotherapy) and boys and girls
affected by armed conflict receiving community reintegration services. 
 The result shown is as of August which was before the opening of the schools. The opening was delayed due to ongoing clashes and many schools are used as collective shelters. 

 Results are as of 31 August 2019. *
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Funding requirements
UNICEF is requesting US$26.3 million to meet the urgent
humanitarian needs of vulnerable children and their families in Libya in
2020. Funds are critically needed to deliver essential health, nutrition,
WASH, child protection and education services to conflict-affected
children, children in hard-to-reach areas and children on the move.   

Sector 2020 requirements
(US$)  

Nutrition 78,600
Health 4,458,600
Water, sanitation and hygiene 4,056,000
Child protection 10,147,200
Education 6,198,000
Rapid Response Mechanism 1,320,000
Total  26,258,400
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 This figure is provisional and subject to change upon finalization of the inter-agency needs and planning documents. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 'Libya: 2020 Humanitarian
Needs Overview' (draft), OCHA, October 2019. 
 International Organization for Migration, Displacement Tracking Matrix, 'IDP and Returnee Report Round 26 – Libya, June – July 2019', IOM DTM, August 2019; and Office for the Coordination of

Humanitarian Affairs, Security Council Informal Expert Group on the Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, 'Libya: Protection of civilians concerns background document', August 2019. 
 The 93,000 children in need of education support includes 36,000 girls; and the 134,000 children in need of protection services includes 54,000 girls. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian

Affairs, ‘Libya: 2019 Humanitarian Response Plan’, OCHA, 2019. 
 'IDP and Returnee Report Round 26 – Libya, June – July 2019'. 
 'Libya: Protection of civilians concerns background document'. 
 Ibid. 
 International Organization for Migration, Displacement Tracking Matrix, 'Libya’s Migrant Report Round 25 March – May 2019', IOM DTM, June 2019. 
 Ibid. Thirty-four per cent of these minors are unaccompanied. 
 Available funds include US$4.9 million received against the 2019 appeal and US$3.9 million carried forward from the previous year. 
 Standardized Monitoring and Assessment of Relief and Transitions (SMART) nutrition assessment. 
 This figure is provisional and subject to change upon finalization of the inter-agency needs and planning documents. 'Libya: 2020 Humanitarian Needs Overview' (draft). 
 Ibid. 
 This includes children under 5 years targeted for vaccination; children targeted for psychosocial support services; women targeted for primary health care (calculated as 34 per cent of the target);

and the adult male population targeted through WASH interventions (calculated as 50 per cent of the targeted population). Out of the total number of people to be reached, 211,650 (51 per cent) will
be women. The UNICEF population and children targets are set based on the Humanitarian Response Plan 2019 targets and in consideration of UNICEF delivery capacity. 

 This includes children under 5 years targeted for vaccination and children targeted for psychosocial support services. Out of the total number of children to be reached, 174,930 (51 per cent) will
be girls. This figure is higher than the overall number of children in need of humanitarian assistance because UNICEF’s geographical scope is wider than the Humanitarian Response Plan for
vaccination of children under 5 years. 

 Programme targets are provisional and subject to change upon finalization of the inter-agency planning documents. 
 UNICEF provides a package of life-saving supplies. Ten kits provide medicine for 10,000 people. This target estimates a distribution of 15 kits. 
 Out of the total, 20,000 children will be targeted for prevention (awareness-raising, communication, capacity development, behaviour change) and 6,000 children will receive care through

response interventions. 
 Figures are provisional estimates. Financial requirements are subject to change upon finalization of the inter-agency appeals/planning documents. 
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Abdel-Rahman Ghandour
Special Representative, Libya
Tel: +216 99 981 718
Email:  arghandour@unicef.org


