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Middle East, North Africa, Afghanistan and Pakistan:  Humanitarian Snapshot (September - October 2015)

Kirkuk
Salah Aldin

An earthquake of 7.5 magnitude struck Badakshan Province, on 
26 October resulting in 126 fatalities. 489 people were injured, 
6,284 houses damaged and 4,665 houses destroyed in a total of 
15 provinces. In addition, the intensified fighting and deteriorating 
security situation has displaced thousands of people throughout 
Afghanistan. Pakistani refugees remain caught in what is now 
becoming a protracted refugee crisis.

7.4 million people in need

169,821  new IDPs in 2015 (as of 31 July)  

78,853 in need of humanitarian assistance (as of 1 Nov)

Cyclone Chapala hit four governorates of Yemen causing heavy 
rainfall and affecting more than 1.1 million people and displacing 
40,000 people. The conflict is taking an increasingly heavy toll on 
civilians. The use of weapons and explosives in populated areas, 
attacks on civilians and civilian infrastructure and the recruitment of 
children are reported in violation of International Humanitarian Law. 
Restrictions on commercial imports have severely limited the availabil-
ity of vital commodities such as food, medicines and fuel.

5,693   killed; 26,895  injured (as of 27 October, WHO)

2.3 million displaced (as of 15 October) 

Armed conflict and political instability has impacted over 3 
million people across Libya. This includes IDPs, the 
non-displaced conflict-affected population, refugees, 
asylum-seekers and migrants. The crisis is predominantly 
urban centered with most of the fighting taking place in 
major cities such as Benghazi, Tripoli, Misrata, Sirte, 
Sabha and Derna. 

2.44 million people in need

435,000 IDPs  

250,000 refugees, asylum seekers and migrants 

Migration to Europe by sea
With few opportunities to enter Europe by regular means, thousands of 
people are taking to dangerous sea routes fleeing conflict, poverty and 
persecution.

680,928 arrivals (refugees & migrants) in Europe via the 
                             Mediterranean in 2015:

537,460 in Greece 3,845 in Spain

139,518 in Italy 94 in Malta.

3,175 deaths in the Mediterranean in 2015 (as of 22 October, 2015) 

Fighting intensified in the last month in many parts of Syria, taking a heavy toll on civilians and increasing  
displacement and humanitarian needs. As of 30 September, almost 1.25 million people have been 
internally displaced in 2015 alone, many of them having been displaced multiple times, while hundreds 
have fled to neighboring countries and beyond. Humanitarian access remains very limited to the 
estimated 360,000 people most in need who are living in besieged areas.

The humanitarian situation in Iraq is deteriorating as the conflict 
continues, coping mechanisms diminish, and funding falls 
short. Heavy rains starting on 28 October have caused flooding 
in and around Baghdad as surface drainage is minimal. Sewer 
systems are overflowing. The floods have had a serious impact 
on some 65,000 displaced people staying in more than 20 
camps and sites in Baghdad and Anbar governorates causing 
public health risks as the flood-affected locations are in the 
same areas that are affected by the cholera outbreak. 

8.6 million  people in need

3.2 million IDPs        400,000 returnees.

Following the 7.5 magnitude earthquake that struck on 
26 October, relief efforts are underway with the Govern-
ment leading the response. Currently there are 271 
people reported killed in Pakistan with 225 of those 
fatalities in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP).  In addition, 
2,158 are injured with 1,797 of those injuries in KP. KP 
remains the most severely affected area.  

1.3 million IDPs

1 million IDPs expected to return in 2015

0.6 million returned

1.5 million Afghan refugees 

2,181,293

1,078,338

245,134

Since mid September 2015 there has been an 
escalation in clashes and attacks across the 
occupied Palestinian territory and Israel, which 
has resulted in large numbers of civilian 
casualties and raised serious protection 
concerns. Palestinians in Gaza, particularly 
IDPs, continue to bear the consequences of the 
2014 hostilities.

1.9 million in need across oPt

100,000    IDPs in Gaza 

The reporting period for this edition of ROMENA snapshot should be September – October, but due to the significance of recent events in Yemen, Afghanistan and Pakistan, updates till early November have been included in this edition. 

 Cyclone 

Al Kufrah

Nalut

Surt

Misratah
Al Jabal
al Gharbi

Sabha
LIBYA

Benghazi

Al Butnan

Al Jabal
al Akhdar

Al Marj Darnah

Ghat

An Nuqat
Al Khams

Az Zawiyah

Al Jifarah
Tripoli

Al Marqab

Al Wahat

Al Jawf
Shabwah

Abyan

Marib

Ibb

Al Hudaydah

Amran
Hajjah

Sana'a

Al Bayda

Amanat Alasimah

Taizz
Lahj Al Dhale’e

Dhamar
Al MahwitRaymah

Sa’adah

IDPs

Earthquake


