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The humanitarian context in oPt impacts men, women, boys and girls 
differently. Because of continued protection violations in oPt, women and
children are less safe compared to men, their rights increasingly denied, while 

restricted to basic services and made vulnerable to more and more psycho-social problems.

In communities affected by conflict, the incidence of intimate partner violence, sexual abuse and early marriage is on the rise, while access to 
GBV services (legal aid and psycho-social support) remains limited. 

Female-headed households face higher levels of food insecurity and thus are at greater risk of malnutrition.  Female unemployment and 
limited access to activities such as herding and harvesting due to protection violations continue to undermine household resilience. 
Restricted access to education and ongoing exposure of school children to violence increase the risk of rising school dropout rates, especially 
amongst girls. Also, evidence points to an increased risk of early marriage for girls and denial of the right to education in acutely vulnerable 
communities. Inadequate WASH facilities expose women and girls to threats and burdens associated with meeting their personal hygiene 
needs, undertaking basic domestic chores, managing household water needs, and securing the needs of children, people with disabilities, 
the elderly and the chronically ill.

OCCUPIED PALESTENIAN TERRITORY

YEMEN
Women in Yemen do not have equal rights in law, and their access to justice and ability to exercise political, economic and social 
rights is severely constrained. Conflict and displacement have exacerbated these limitations and increased the risk of specific 
vulnerabilities such as child marriage and sexual abuse. Female-headed households, who comprise more than 30% of some IDP 

settlements, are at great risk of exploitation and violence.

As poverty deepens and community level protection systems break down, marriage of young girls continue to rise. Field data indicates that 
the prevalence of child marriage has grown from 32% to 52% in recent years. This increase is concentrated in areas where the conflict has 
been most severe: Hajjah, Sa’ada and Taiz Governorates. A coping mechanism of last resort, parents rationalize that at least their daughter 
will be fed while the burden on the family will be reduced.

Conflict is also fueling gender based violence. Since the conflict escalated in March 2015 reported GBV
cases have increased by over 50 percent.

Gender-based violence, particularly sexual violence, is 
a widespread and alarming element of the crisis in Iraq. 

A range of gender-based violence and other protection concerns 
for women and girls exist throughout the country. Priority GBV 
issues are: Domestic Violence, Forced Marriage, including Child 
Marriage, Sexual Violence, Harassment and Exploitation, Conflict-
Related Sexual Violence.

An estimated 3.6 million children in Iraq – one in five – are at serious 
risk of death, injury, sexual violence, abduction and recruitment 
into armed groups. The number of reported grave child rights 
violations increased threefold in the first six months in 2016 
compared to the same period in 2015.

IRAQ

LIBYA

SYRIA
Gender-based violence remains prevalent in women 
and girls’ lives. The duration of the crisis plus the 
unequal power structures between men and women is, 

in some areas, normalizing this violence, particularly domestic 
violence and the rising incidence of child marriage, in addition to 
the fear of sexual violence. Distinct forms of sexual exploitation are 
emerging, in some areas, temporary  serial marriages being a case 
in point. Significant challenges stand in the way  of ensuring that 
GBV specialized services are widely  available and that  GBV 
survivors feel safe to  report incidents. Grave child  rights  violations  
continue  unabated, with  countless children killed and maimed 
due to hostilities. Recruitment and use of children, particularly 
adolescent boys, is perceived to be widespread and reportedly is on 
the increase.. Child labor remains a concern especially in its most 
dangerous and hazardous forms, which, as noted, affect boys in 
particular.
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The protection crisis in Libya is characterised by alarm- 
ing levels of gender-based violence (GBV) and grave 
violations of children’s and women’s rights.

Women and children have particularly suffered in this crisis and 
have been victims of physical and verbal violence. Reports show 
that ISIL groups used women as human shields in the besieged city 
of Sirt. Women are also demonstrably and significantly worse off as 
health facilities including obstetric and neonatal care deteriorate 
further.

Lack of security, displacement and the need for protection have 
prompted parents to remove girls out of school in many parts of 
Libya and, as a last resort even arrange their marriage at a very 
young age. Armed conflict and the resulting humanitarian crisis 
have girls also had an important impact on vulnerable children, 
depriving them of access to basic social services.

Thousands of children, girls  especially, are no longer attending  
school in different parts of the country because the schools are not 
functional, having been damaged by armed conflict or are now in 
use as shelters for IDPs.


