
Up to 1 million 
more Afghans could be 
on the move by the end of 2016

Equivalent to 9.5% 
of the total population

Equivalent to 8.5%  
of the total population 

Up to 50% of IDPs
will not receive cash assistance 
due to funding shortages

Equivalent to more than 40% 
of the total population

This snapshot reflects the region covered by the OCHA Regional Office for the Middle East & North Africa (ROMENA), including Turkey, Iran, Afghanistan & Pakistan | More information: www.unocha/romena | Contact: ocharomena@un.org
Data sources: OCHA Country Offices; UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR); International Organization for Migration (IOM) | United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) | www.unocha.org | Coordination Saves Lives 
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Middle East & North Africa: Humanitarian Snapshot | Displacement (as of 12 September 2016)

Con�ict and military operations continue to drive 
displacement. Libya’s IDPs require urgent assistance 
with health, food and protection needs, including those 
�eeing Sirte who may return in the coming months. 
Returnees to Sirte and Benghazi in particular face risks 
from explosive remnants of war.  Libya is a major transit 
country , with migrants, refugees and asylum-seekers 
among its most vulnerable. They face inhumane 
conditions in detention centres, and risk their lives 
attempting the perilous journey to Europe by sea.  

In 2016, more than 1,200 Palestinians have been 
displaced in the West Bank following the Israeli 
authorities’ demolition or con�scation of their homes. 
Two years on from the Gaza hostilities, 65,000 remain 
displaced. Half of them may not receive any cash 
assistance during the second half of 2016, due to lack of 
funding. The reconstruction process in Gaza following 
the 2014 hostilities has been delayed due to disruptions 
in the entry of materials, funding shortages, and 
planning issues. 

Returns to the Federally Administered Tribal Areas 
(FATA) continue, with  179,200 IDP households returned 
since March 2015. As of 25 August, a total of 59 per cent 
of families have returned to FATA, 16 per cent of them 
being female-headed households. Approximately 
126,103 IDP households remain displaced, with the  
Government deciding to extend the return deadline of 
end 2016 to March 2017. There are an estimated 1.54 
million Afghan refugees registered in Pakistan and 
around 1 million undocumented Afghans.

The escalating con�ict is driving a rise in forced 
displacement; between January and August, 245,254 
people �ed their homes and all 34 provinces recorded 
displacement. Limited access is preventing accurate 
veri�cation of numbers, but by the end of 2016, 
projections are that one million people could be on the 
move in addition to those IDPs already recorded. Access 
restrictions are hindering provision of assistance, with 
concerns rising for the 135,808 undocumented Afghan 
refugees estimated to have returned from Pakistan in 
2016, adding to the 101,552 returnees in 2015.

SYRIA

MIGRATION TO EUROPE BY SEA*
Thousands of people are still fleeing poverty and persecution by 
crossing the sea from the MENA region. Arrival numbers in 2016 
are down on 2015 figures. Despite the fall in arrivals, deaths in 
maritime incidents so far this year are tragically higher than the 
equivalent period in 2015. But tens of thousands continue to 
arrive in Italy, Greece, Cyprus and Spain from Turkey, Libya and 
other departure points in North Africa. 
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not 
imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
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In the �rst half of 2016, over 900,000 Syrians have been 
displaced. Intensi�ed �ghting in the governorates of 
Aleppo and Al-Hasakeh, among other areas, has forced 
thousands to �ee. In September, an estimated 100,000 
people have become newly displaced by con�ict in 
Hama governorate. Following the liberation of Manjib 
from ISIS, at least 40,000 people have returned to the 
town. At the Berm on the Jordanian border, 75,000 
people remain stranded. There are 4.8 million Syrian 
refugees in neighboring countries.

Military operations along the Mosul corridor have 
displaced over 90,000 people since 16 June. The 
humanitarian community has launched a Mosul Flash 
Appeal for over US$284 million to prepare for the 
expected displacement of more than 700,000 people. 
Up to 1.5 million people could be impacted by the 
ongoing military operations. Overall returnee �gures 
have seen more than 850,000 people who were 
displaced since 2014 return to their location of origin. 
No returns to Fallujah have been reported.
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2,656  
at 31 August 2015

The displaced population of concern stands at 3.1 
million people. Approximately 2.2 million have been 
displaced by con�ict and natural disaster and over 
949,000 have returned to their areas of origin without 
achieving durable settlement and requiring ongoing 
assistance. More than 80 per cent �ed their homes over 
13 months ago, with 62 per cent residing with host 
families. A further 19 per cent are accommodated in 
rented property, and the remainder in incomplete or 
abandoned buildings, schools, health facilities, religious 
buildings or spontaneous settlements. 

REGIONAL OVERVIEW
More people are displaced in the MENA region, 
including Turkey, Iran, Pakistan and Afghanistan, than 
in any other part of the world. Over 14 million internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) have been forced to �ee 
within their own countries. The region hosts over seven 
million refugees, representing almost half of the global 
refugee population.  Displacement places a signi�cant 
burden on refugee-hosting countries like Turkey, 
Lebanon, Jordan, Iran, Pakistan and Egypt. The MENA 
region is a major point of origin for refugees and 
migrants �eeing to Europe, as well as a transit region 
for people escaping con�ict and poverty in Nigeria, 
Eritrea, Sudan, Somalia and other parts of Africa.  
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