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AT A GLANCE 
 

 The total number of food insecure 

people in the Horn of Africa as a result 

of the drought is around 9 million 

people. The majority of those in need of 

humanitarian assistance are in Somalia 

(2.51 million – a third of the country) 

according to the OCHA Food Security 

and Nutrition Analysis Unit.  

 In its Horn of Africa „Urgent Needs 90 

day Plan for March-June 2012‟, FAO 

reports that the situation in the drought 

affected areas of the Horn has improved 

significantly although the situation is 

still far from normalized.  

 As predicted by The Famine Early 

Warning System (FEWS NET) weather 

forecasts (March-May), much of the 

Horn region is experiencing below 

average rain by up to 10 percent with 

poor general distribution. This goes in 

line with drier than normal conditions 

expected which is the scenario that is 

termed “most likely”.  

 OCHA reports that the suppressed 

rainfall has resulted in growing 

seasonal deficits across the following countries: South Sudan, Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, 

Burundi and much of Somalia.  

 If the drier conditions persist as predicted, crop yields will be significantly reduced across the 

region. 
 

LATEST SITUATION 
 

 Extremely hot and dry conditions in the pastoral areas of north Kenya, southern Ethiopia and 

southern Somalia, are resulting in the deterioration of vegetation conditions. These areas are 

expected to fall into Crisis (IPC Phase 3) and Emergency (IPC Phase 4) from April-June but not 

famine (IPC Phase 5). 

 Governments and Aid agencies are being urged to prepare contingency plans and scale-up resilience 

efforts to deal with the ongoing levels of extreme food insecurity resulting from 2011 and the effects 
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carrying over into 2012. If efforts are not made, people may lose their livelihoods and productive 

assets from the most recent harvest.  

 The US recently stressed that the “ultimate solution” to prevent further food insecurity and reduce 

the effects of drought is to bring stability to the Somalia. Al Qaeda and Al Shebab remain major 

hindrances to foreign aid.  

 A major donor meeting in Kenya is planned for late March to support longer-term Horn of Africa 

relief strategies.   

 UNHCR reports roughly 300,000 drought affected refugees remain in camps in Dadaab and Kakuma 

combined with many third generation refugees from when the camps were originally established in 

1991 (approximately 163,000).  

 The humanitarian assistance funding appeal of US$2.4 billion for 2011 was funded at 80% ($1.9 

billion). 2012 funding calls for $2.78 billion but remains funded at 356million (13%). Somalia and 

Kenya currently have the most funding resources.  

 

REGIONAL 
 
The UN Consolidated Appeal Process (CAP) calls upon donors to contribute US$ 3.4billion for relief to 

the drought affected Horn countries (South Sudan included).  

 

Recent CAP Funding 

US$ 

Requested Funding Coverage 

Somalia 1.5 billion 168 million 11.1% 

Kenya 763 million 176 million 23.0% 

South Sudan 776 million 205 million 26.4% 

 

COUNTRY BY COUNTRY SITUATION 
 

Ethiopia 

 953,481 people in the country are extremely food insecure according to the latest FEWSNET report, 

especially in the pastoral areas of the Somali region.  This is due to the  less than favorable rainfall 

situation and restriction on trade and movement due to conflict.  

 Poor rains are creating stressed conditions in Oromia, Somali, Afar and Tigray regions. OCHA reports 

up to  690,000 people are in need of emergency water assistance. Currently the Government is trucking 

in water to help alleviate the situation. OCHA is reporting 56 trucks are being used for this purpose but 

118 are needed to successfully reach the affected villages.  

 The price of cereals is increasing and, with an approaching lean season, could further stress food 

vulnerable areas.  

 Currently, UNHCR is reporting that 147,661 refugees from Somalia are located at the Dollo Ado refugee 

camps in southern Ethiopia on the Kenya-Somali border as a result of the unusually lean hunger period in 

the Somali region. On average, 77 new refugees arrive daily. Refugees are also entering into Western 

Ethiopia from South Sudan due to renewed fighting but not drought conditions.  

 

Kenya 

 2.2 million people are food insecure in Kenya with 250,000 in the northeastern and northwestern areas 

especially affected by the drought from 2011 and current prevailing dry conditions (IPC Phase 3). 

FEWSNET reports households are facing food consumption gaps from a combination of low livestock 

asset holding and high food prices.  
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 It is estimated that 1.9 million pastoral households throughout the country will remain in either the 

Stressed or Crisis phase of food insecurity through June 2012. This affects those in the southern, 

northeastern and northwestern pastoral areas. Conflict in these areas is also aggravating the food security 

situation limiting trade and causing internal displacement.  

 The drier than normal conditions are rapidly erasing any benefit from the more recent “short” rains 

which were fairly good. Agencies are being urged to make preparations to prepare for an increase in food 

insecurity. Additionally, overall maize production is slightly below average.  

 UNHCR is reporting that 3,000 refugees have returned to Somalia from the Dadaab camp in the North. 

This is due to slight improved security conditions. However, Kakuma camp is now seeing an influx of 

refugees (459) from South Sudan due to renewed conflict. Approximately 90,000 refugees remain in the 

camps, many of them drought affected.  

 

Somalia 

 2.34 million people remain in crisis, 73 percent (1.7 million) are facing extreme food insecurity 

according to FEWSNET with most residing in the southern regions where humanitarian access remains 

very limited.  

 A deterioration in the situation is expected starting in April due to the drier than normal conditions, 

normal seasonal factors and the lack of access from aid organizations.  

 FEWSNET is highlighting major areas that are in a food security crisis and/or emergency but would be 

worse were it not for international assistance. Much of the coastal region, areas near Beledweyne and 

Jowhar and patches in the southern region near Bu’aale are at emergency levels (IPC Phase 4).  

 The African Union Peacekeeping Force in Somalia (AMISOM) is making major efforts to pacify 

Somalia which is being helped by the UN Security Council’s recent approval for a 50 percent increase in 

troops. Ethiopia also has troops in Somalia but plans to withdraw them by the end of March.  

 Ongoing violence in southern Somalia continues to cause major internal displacements of the population. 

Heavy fighting has resumed in the capital Mogadishu. Violence in the Afgooye corridor has caused a 

significant movement of IDPs. The corridor is still under the control of Al Shebab. The IDPs (estimated 

at around 400,000) are heading into the capital Mogadishu and/or to the South where there will be 

additional housing challenges. Food stocks are running low for the IDPs. In total, 1.3 million people 

remain internally displaced in Somalia.  

 A ban still exists on several organizations to deliver food in southern and central Somalia affecting 1.8 

million people. Save the Children was the latest barred from accessing the Al Shabaab controlled areas.  

 

South Sudan 

 It is estimated 2.5-3 million people are currently in need of emergency food aid in the country as 

humanitarian organizations continue to respond to the emergency. Below average 2011 harvests, conflict, 

increased demand for food and above average cereal prices are contributing to several areas in the 

country falling into crisis (Jonglei, Upper Nile, Warrap, Northern Bahr El Gazal and Unity State).  

 Renewed conflict is occurring along the Ethiopia and Kenya border causing many to flee across the 

border. Additionally, renewed conflict is being reported with Sudan in the border oil rich regions just 

prior to a scheduled summit which has since been cancelled.  

 The ongoing lean season, combined with high food prices, will most certainly affect those most 

vulnerable to food insecurity.  

 
WORLD BANK RESPONSE 
AT A GLANCE 
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A total of 31 projects have been identified under the Horn of Africa drought response and resilience 

package1. The total package for Africa region now stands at $1.80 billion.  

 

WORLD BANK RESPONSE 
KEY ACTIONS 
 

Ethiopia:  

 The World Bank is supporting a risk financing component of the Productive Safety Net Program II, 

triggered in August 2011 through retroactive financing.   

 The Bank has also earmarked funds for specific short and medium term responses related to the 2011 

drought.  

 

Kenya:  

 Kenya Agricultural Productivity and Agribusiness Project: Drought related activities are being scaled up 

in the identified districts.   

 Kenya Cash Transfer for Orphans & Vulnerable Children project has been scaled up to address those 

affected by drought.   

 

Somalia:  

 The World Bank is implementing The Drought Management & Livelihood Protection Project in Somalia. 

In spite of challenges related to insecurity, the project activities are progressing very well.  

 

Uganda:  

 A Post Disaster Needs Assessment titled Integrated Rainfall Variability Impact, Needs Assessment and 

Strategy is now complete. 
 
WB Horn of Africa Drought Response Contacts 

Doekle Wielinga, AFR DRM Coordinator, AFTWR, WB Washington DC, AfricaDRM@worldbank.org  

Sources: OCHA Sitreps, Relief Web, UN agencies, press releases from various media sources, WB Staff 

                                                 
1
 This progress and monitoring update does not include 4 projects for Djibouti  
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