
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
 

USD 88,619 k cash-based transfers made 

USD 174.6 m total requirements 

6,365 people assisted  

in March 2019 

WFP Honduras 
Country Brief 
March 2019   
 

 

 

 

Operational Context 

Honduras has a population of 9 million, the gross domestic 

product (GDP) per capita in 2018 was USD 4,542. It has one 

of the most unequal distributions of income and resources 

in the world. More than half of the population lives below 

the poverty line and is exposed to violence and crime. The 

country is further characterized by inequitable access to 

land, insufficient food production, high unemployment and 

exposure to natural disasters. Food insecurity and 

malnutrition among the most vulnerable populations have 

worsened because of droughts in the southern and 

western regions of the country, known as the Dry Corridor.  

WFP’s primary objectives in Honduras are to reduce food 

insecurity and malnutrition and increase human 

development by improving the health, nutrition and 

education levels of children and other vulnerable groups. 

The WFP Country Strategic Plan proposes a significant shift 

in WFP´s support to the Government to attain Zero Hunger 

by 2030.  

 

2018 Human Development Index: 133 

out of 189 

Chronic malnutrition: 23% of children 

aged 6-59 months 

Population: 9.012 million 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Operational Updates 

 WFP Honduras and Nicaragua gender focal points, 

supported by HQ Gender Policy Officer and RBP 

Gender advisor, co-facilitated the Training for 

Trainers on Discriminatory Social Norms for country 

offices of the region. The objective of the training 

was to contribute to a reduction in discriminatory 

social norms, with progress towards gender 

equality among WFP beneficiaries and employees. 

The training increases participants’ understanding 

of, and ability to integrate knowledge on 

discriminatory social norms into their life and work. 

In this training, WFP has included components of 

social and behaviour change communication, 

gender equality and nutrition to generate a greater 

impact and increase sustainability of WFP’ work in 

resilience and climate change, social protection and 

emergencies.  

 Through the WFP-Kerry Group Project “Leche” 

Alliance, the country office received a technical visit 

from the nutrition expert of the Kerry Group, 

Denise Wilkes, to conduct a joint review of the 

nutritional work plan, a field visit and finally the 

exploration of new areas of collaboration in 

nutrition. A community event was organized with 

the participation of the Vice Minister of Education, 

the School Feeding government representative, the 

Mayor of Pespire and the WFP Country Director, to 

give a diploma of recognition to all parents and 

teachers, who aided the nutrition of schoolchildren 

of the project´s target municipalities in northern 

Choluteca.  
 Under Activity 4, WFP Honduras and WFP El 

Salvador validated the Concept Note for the 

Adaptation Fund with ministries’ delegates. The 

objective of this binational project is to strengthen 

food security and climate adaptation of smallholder 

farmer households in the Goascoran watershed, 

located between Honduras and El Salvador. 

Contact info: Hilda Alvarado (hilda.alvarado@wfp.org) 
Country Director: Judith Thimke 
Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/honduras  
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Monitoring 

 The Government and WFP participated in the Risk 

Management and Early Warning Sub Regional 

Forum organized by WFP Dominican Republic 

office. As part of the South-South Cooperation, 

Honduran participants shared their experiences in 

implementing a Food Security Early Warning System 

in the Dry Corridor. Using WFP’s mVAM tool and 

network, food security is periodically monitored in 

coordination with more than 12 organizations, 

including the Government, UN agencies WFP and 

FAO, national and international Non-Governmental 

Organizations. Based on this information, Food 

Security Bulletins are published every three months 

and Early Warning Bulletins every four months.  
WFP Dominican Republic and WFP Honduras are 

also supporting the Government in the Dominican 

Republic in organizing an Emergency Food Security 

Assessment (EFSA) to evaluate the humanitarian 

impact of the drought and potential needs of the 

most vulnerable population. 
 WFP Honduras participated in the presentation of 

the Climate Forecast for the period from March to 

July 2019. In the meeting, technical 

recommendations for production were presented, 

according to the expected climate conditions. The 

Plant Health Index (VHI) shows that the vegetation, 

already presents problems of strong stress in large 

parts of the national territory. The increase of the 

sea temperature has strengthened the “El Niño” 

phenomenon. Rainfall is expected to start at the 

end of April, so it is recommended to sow early. The 

rainfall forecast for May is erratic and June is likely 

to show moderate rainfall. The month of July is 

forecast dry with an early onset of a dry spell 

(canicula) in some provinces, extending until the 

end of August. In several provinces of the country 

(Choluteca, Valle, Ocotepeque, Copan, Cortes and 

part of Atlántida) there is a probability of more than 

50% of below average rainfalls.  
 

Challenges 

 The high level of insecurity, migration, local 

displacement, and the challenging socio-economic 

situation require an intensive partnership with 

national, UN and other actors to support 

development efforts and particularly progress 

towards SDG 2.  

 WFP Honduras continues to mobilize resources 

locally and internationally.  

WFP Country Strategy  
Honduras Strategic Plan (2018-2021) 
Total Requirement 
(USD 116.1 m) 

Allocated 
Contributions (in USD) 

Six Month Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD) 

174.64 m 58.6 m 27.4 m 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food  
Strategic Result 2:  No one suffers from malnutrition 

Strategic Outcome 1: Preschool and primary school aged children across 

the country have access to safe and nutritious food year-round by 2021 

Focus area:  Root Causes 

Activities:  

 Provide daily nutritious school meals, sourced from smallholder 

farmers, to preschool and primary school aged children, 

complemented with health, hygiene and nutrition activities, gender-

transformative education and school gardens. 

 Provide capacity strengthening to local authorities, school staff, 

parents and smallholder farmers, including technical assistance and 

training in the management of the school meals programme. 

Strategic Result 2:  No one suffers from malnutrition 

Strategic Outcome 2: The most nutritionally vulnerable groups in targeted 

areas have reduced levels of stunting and micronutrient deficiencies by 

2021. 

Focus area:  Root Causes 

Activities:  

 Provide capacity strengthening to health institutions at all levels and 

fortified nutritious foods in targeted areas to girls, pregnant women 

and lactating women and girls, and children under 2. 

Strategic Result 3:  Smallholder productivity and incomes 

Strategic Outcome 3: Rural agricultural labourers and smallholder 

farmers in targeted areas, especially in indigenous communities, are more 

resilient to shocks and stressors, contributing to their food and nutrition 

security throughout the year. 

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activities:  

 Provide food assistance for assets to food-insecure households to 

support the creation and rehabilitation of livelihood assets 

complemented by capacity strengthening for decentralized 

government authorities in the management of resilience building 

and climate change adaptation programmes. 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 4: Targeted households affected by rapid- and slow-

onset disasters have access to food year-round. 

Focus area:  Crisis Response 

Activities:  

 Complement government transfers to the most vulnerable 

households affected by disasters to facilitate relief and early 

recovery while supporting strengthened institutional emergency 

response capacities. 

Strategic Result 5:  Countries strengthened capacities 

Strategic Outcome 5: Government authorities and partner organizations 

at the national and subnational levels, complemented by strategic 

alliances, have strengthened capacity to achieve the SDGs, particularly SDG 

2, by 2021. 

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activities:  

 Provide technical assistance and capacity strengthening in 

emergency preparedness and response, including linkages to social 

protection, to institutions at the national and subnational level. 

 Support an advocacy platform and communicate strategically about 

the 2030 Agenda, with an emphasis on SDG 2, to the general public, 

the private sector and partners. 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IASC_GAM_2018_promo.pdf

