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HAITI: Food Security Outlook Update    September 2011 

 
Weather conditions are conducive to an improvement in food availability 

 
 Current estimates put this year’s production figure, expressed 

in grain equivalents, 10 percent below the figure for last year, 
which was considered a good crop year. Markets are beginning 
to receive large quantities of local crops. Late planted crops in 
most parts of the country have done well. Continuing rainfall 
activity is helping to spur crop growth and development in 
rice-growing plain areas and wet mountain areas. Harvests (of 
sorghum and pigeon pea crops) are expected to begin in 
November and to continue until sometime in or around March 
of next year.  
 

 These upcoming harvests should improve household food 
security. Those parts of the country currently in IPC Phase 3 
(crisis) would move into IPC Phase 2 (stressed) and many areas 
already in Phase 2 would move into Phase 1 (Figure 2).  

 

 The months of September and October coincide with the 
height of both the hurricane and the rainy seasons. Conditions 
in flood-prone communities could deteriorate, particularly in 
parts of the South, the Port-au-Prince metropolitan area, and 
the Artibonite. Seasonal conditions at this time of year are also 
conducive to the spread of cholera.  
 
 

Updated food security outlook through December 
2011 
The drought period extending into the month of May was followed 
by June rains in most parts of the country, which helped the spring 
growing season get underway. Harvests have been underway in the 
southern part of the country since July, where the growing season 
began on schedule. However, harvests of spring crops are expected 
to extend through the end of October and beyond in the rest of the 
country due to the late start-of-season in these other areas. The 
current rainfall activity in wet mountain areas is extremely 
beneficial for local bean crops planted in August. The ongoing and upcoming harvests expected to get underway in October 
and November should improve food availability all across the country and help boost household food consumption 
between October and December. 
 
However, according to a harvest assessment by the CNSA, this year’s production figure, expressed in grain equivalents, will 
be slightly below-normal due to the poor distribution of rainfall and the resulting water surpluses or deficits at critical 
stages of crop growth and development. The excessive rainfall in many municipalities in the Northern, Central Plateau, 
Southern, and Artibonite departments is responsible for the shortfall in bean production, for example. In addition, many 
farmers cut back the size of areas planted in crops due to the late start of the rainy season or a lack of farm inputs. With the 
government still in a state of transition, market supplies of fertilizer have been extremely limited, which has driven prices 
up by more than 100 percent. As a result, rice farmers in the Artibonite, Southern, Northern, and Northeastern 

Figure 1. Estimated food security outcomes for 

September 2011   

 
Source: FEWS NET 

Figure 2. Estimated food security outcomes for 

October - December 2011   

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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departments were unable to properly fertilize their rice fields. Unless this shortfall is made up by imports, the size of the 
country’s food-insecure population will be larger than in previous years. The harvest assessment by the CNSA estimates 
import requirements, expressed in grain equivalents, at 910,000 metric tons for the period from July of 2011 to June of 
2012. 
  
While the rainy season is conducive to farming, it also contributes to the spread of certain diseases such as cholera and 
malaria. Regarding cholera, which has only recently been introduced in Haiti, the sharp drop in new cases during this year’s 
dry season was followed by a flare up of cholera in many communities, particularly in the western, southeastern, and 
central reaches of the country. The disease is continuing to spread in remote areas without adequate health infrastructure, 
including wet mountain and flood-prone plain areas. According to the Ministry of Public Health, as of September 8

th
 of this 

year, there had been 439,604 reported cases of cholera since the beginning of the outbreak last October, with the death 
toll at 6,266. Cholera rates are expected to rise as the hurricane season reaches its height between September and 
November, particularly in areas with an inadequate supply of clean water and sanitation facilities. 
 
Prices for locally grown food crops usually fall with the 
beginning of the harvesting season. However, for the 
most part, prices are still higher than they were at the 
same time last year (Figure 3). Prices for imports such 
as rice and oil rose between July and August on certain 
markets across the country. In contrast, prices for 
imported rice began to fall in early September. 
However, as is often the case at this time of year, road 
conditions tend to deteriorate with the September and 
October rains, curtailing the volume of trade and 
driving prices up sharply. This will affect food access, 
contributing to large numbers of households remaining 
food-insecure between September and November in 
certain areas on the western edges of the 
Northwestern department, in Grand’ Anse and Nippes, 
and along the southern coast beginning in Les Anglais. 
Moreover, the fact that the hurricane season reaches 
its height in September and October cannot be 
overlooked. Any hurricane striking the country could 
have disastrous effects on crops and drive up prices, limiting the food access of very poor households and plunging them 
into a state of food insecurity.                          
 
While it is true that natural phenomena can have catastrophic effects on food security throughout the hurricane season, 
the political situation has also hurt the Haitian population. In fact, the climate of uncertainty since the inauguration of the 
country’s new President on May 14

th
 of this year, who has yet to form a new government, is still a very real problem. While 

managing to handle the country’s day-to-day affairs, the outgoing administration is not in a position to create conducive 
conditions for the delivery of appropriate services to the Haitian people.  
  
The effects of the lack of a legitimate government are especially evident with the new school year about to get underway. 
Originally scheduled for September, the start of the school year was postponed until the beginning of October to give the 
government time to make necessary arrangements to enable larger numbers of children to attend school. Without 
government grants for the purchasing of textbooks, school uniforms, and miscellaneous school supplies, many parents will 
be forced to keep their children home. Very poor parents have a difficult choice to make in deciding whether to send their 
children to school. According to a FEWS NET/CNSA study conducted in the Port-au-Prince metropolitan area back in 2009, 
the decision to allow their children to attend school means cutting back their food intake to somewhere around 84 percent 
of their energy requirements.  
 
The ongoing and upcoming harvests should help improve food availability and stabilize prices to some extent between 
October and December. Municipalities in the Northwestern, Artibonite, Northern, Western, and Southeastern departments 
previously classified in IPC Phase 3 (crisis) will move into Phase 2 (stressed). Certain municipalities in the Northwestern, 
Northern, Artibonite, Grand’ Anse, and Central departments currently in IPC Phase 2 (stressed) will move into Phase 1 
(minimal acute food insecurity), while other municipalities in all ten departments will remain in IPC Phase 2 (stressed) 

Figure 3: Staple food prices  
                                             

 

 
 Source: FEWS NET 

Staple food prices, April 2010-August 2011 

Key: Riz importé = Imported rice, Haricot = beans, Sucre = sugar. 
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between October and December (Figure 2). 
 
Port-au-Prince metropolitan area (shantytowns and camps) 
According to data furnished by the International Organization for Migration, approximately 500,000 people have been living 
in tents since the January 10, 2010 earthquake, most of whom do not appear likely to change their housing situation, even 
after the second anniversary of the quake. 
 
Living conditions in camps and shantytown areas could be difficult during the hurricane/rainy season. Flooding threats and 
the hazards posed by a spreading cholera epidemic in these areas could undermine the food security situation of poor 
households.  
 
The climate of uncertainty pending the formation of a new government has made the Port-au-Prince metropolitan area the 
scene of demonstrations by different groups fighting for their rights. These demonstrations tend to end badly, resulting in 
lost days of work and lower incomes for the poor. Poor households in Cité Soleil, IDP camps, and Matissant should be in IPC 
Phase 2 (stressed) between October and December, provided their situation is not further degraded by the effects of a 
tropical storm or sociopolitical unrest.  
 
Northwest 
The Northwest region in general and the municipalities of Baie de Henne, Bombardopolis, and Mole Saint Nicolas in 
particular, suffering from the effects of severe environmental degradation, have been hard hit by droughts in the last two 
years, resulting in poor harvests. This year’s June rains helped create conducive conditions for the planting of crops in these 
areas. Though delayed, the upcoming harvest should be quite good. Conditions should improve between October and 
December, putting poor households in IPC Phase 2 (stressed).  
 
North 
The drought delayed the planting of spring crops, which are now scheduled to be harvested sometime between September 
and October. The hardest hit areas are La Victoire, Ranquitte, and Pignon. The main coping strategies for the poor are 
charcoal production and migration to the Dominican Republic. The food security situation should show some improvement 
between October and December, putting poor households currently in IPC Phase 3 (crisis) back in Phase 2 (stressed).  
 
Southeast 
The situation in Cotes de Fer has improved with the purchasing of lower priced corn crops from Aquin at a cost of 
approximately 20 gourdes per 6 pound sack. Corn crops planted in plain areas of Cotes de Fer are scheduled to be 
harvested in October. The mounting of cash-for-work programs is helping to improve food access for the poor. In contrast, 
bean crops in Belle-Anse have failed and the corn harvest in plain areas of Mapou is expected to be rather poor. The 
situation of poor households in most municipalities in this area could improve between October and December with 
upcoming harvests of fruit, grain, and other crops. However, the state of crisis in Belle-Anse and Grand-Gosier will continue.  

 
 
Seasonal calendar and timeline of critical events 
 

 
Source: FEWS NET      


