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 This year’s harvest of spring crops, which normally 

accounts for 60 percent of nationwide crop production, 
will be smaller than usual  due to the drought. Without 
imports and food aid, food availability will  be 20 to 40 

percent lower than usual  between July and September. 
 

 According to the Civil  Defense Agency report, the rec ent 

rains inundating the Port-au-Prince metropolitan area 

claimed more than twenty lives. Destitute area residents 
living in precarious conditions are especially hard hit by 
these types of extreme weather conditions. Thus, they will 
remain food-insecure and will  continue to be classified in 

phases 2 or 3 of the IPC acute food insecurity phase scale 
throughout June and July.   

 
 The hurricane season, which began on June 1

st
, runs 

through the end of November.  According to predictions 

by the University of Colorado, this year’s hurricane season 
is expected to be an active one, with 16 named storms, 
including 9 hurricanes.  Predictions by Columbia University 

put the likelihood of above-average rainfall  over the next 
three months at 40 percent and of average rainfall at 35 
percent. 

 

Updated food security outlook through September 
2011 
This year’s rainy season began two months later than usual in 
the Northern, Northwestern, Northeastern, Ar tibonite, and 
Central departments.  However, the Southern peninsula and 

the West have been reporting average rainfall  conditions since 
the end of March, except for certain municipalities like Moron 
in Grand’ Anse and la Vallée in the Southeast, where the 
pattern of rainfall  has been somewhat more erratic.   

 
Crops are flourishing all  across the Les Cayes plains, which is 
one of the country’s largest crop-producing areas. Grain crops such as corn are in different phases of growth and 
development.  The first round of harvests could begin sometime in June. This season, rice farmers in Torbeck, a municipality 

on the Les Cayes plains in the Southern department, are expected to bring in a good harvest.  Fields in the western part of 
the country are in different phases of production, depending on the crop and ecozone in question.  Farmers in the 
Artibonite, Northern, Northeastern, and Northwestern departments and on the High Central Plateau are just now planting 

their fields, nearly two months late.  Harvests in these departments, which generally account for over half of all  nationwide 
crop production, are expected to be rather poor.   
 
The beginning of the rainy season means an increase in farming activities as well as in the incidence of certain diseases like 

malaria. This year, after posting a sharp decline between February and April, a number of municipalities in the Western, 
Southeastern, and Central departments are now reporting a surge in new cases of cholera, a disease only recently 
introduced into Haiti . The outbreak could continue to spread, particularly in isolated areas without sanitary infrastructure 

Figure 1. Food security outcomes, June 2011  
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For more information on the IPC Acute Food Insecurity Reference 

Table, please see: www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale. 
 

Figure 2. Food security outcomes, July-September 2011  
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such as rainy mountain areas and flood-prone plains areas, which could have an impact on food security conditions.  
Affec ted households would be less productive during the rainy season and forced to use part of their meager resources to 

pay for the cost of health care. 
 
In addition to these natural  phenomena which could have catastrophic effects on food security conditions throughout the 
outlook period, particularly for the poor, the current political  situation is also hurting the Haitian population.  In fact, the 

state of uncertainty in the aftermath of the announcement of the election results continues.  Progress in the formation of a 
new government is slow-going, while the country is being hit by a series of crises, which is doing little to help promote a 
good investment climate and new long-term job creation in an environment marked by skyrocketing rates of 
unemployment.   

 
These adverse conditions are helping to keep large segments of the Haitian population food-insecure.  Most of the 
country’s  food-insecure population is concentrated on the Northwest peninsula, in Grand’ Anse, in the Port-au-Prince 

metropolitan area, and in certain municipalities in the Northeastern department (Caracol, Terrier-Rouge, and Fort Liberté).  
Very poor and poor households  in these areas will  be in IPC phase 3 (crisis) throughout June and July.  Their situation should 
improve in August and September with the harvesting of spring crops. 
 

Port-au-Prince metropolitan area 
Hard hit by the recent bad weather, residents of the Port-au-Prince metropolitan area are having a difficult time.  Flooding 
in the municipalities of Cité Soleil, Carrefour, and Tabarre has caused physical damage and claimed human lives . Poor and 

very poor residents of these municipalities already living in precarious conditions, some in dilapidated tents,  are facing a 
further deterioration in their living conditions due to the loss of their assets.  Many are destitute. With the high price of 
food and a fresh outbreak of cholera already claiming new victims, this group of households will  be in phase 3 of the IPC 
acute food insecurity phase scale (crisis) in June and July. Conditions should improve in August and September with the 

harvesting of spring crops. 
 
Western tip of the Southern peninsula 
This area has still  not recovered from last year‘s shocks .  Prices are skyrocketing, surpassing last year’s figures due, in part, 

to shortages of local crops and to a lack of competition in local markets. Poor households will  be in a state of crisis (IPC 
Phase 3) throughout the month of June.  Their food security situation should improve between July and September, 
bringing them back down into IPC Phase 2 (stressed).  However, this area lies directly in the hurricane corridor. Any tropical 

depression affecting the country during the hurricane season could hit it hard, heightening food security problems for poor 
households.  
 
Northwest 

The torrential rains inundating Haiti in the first week of June brought the drought cycle in the Northwest to an end.  Even 
the eastern part of this department, which is generally an extremely rainy area, had been affected by the drought. Farmers 
in many villages believe that it is  already too late for a successful spring growing season.  In response, the poorest 
households will  try to find work tending livestock or cutting trees for charcoal production. With the surge in new cholera 

cases, many will  decide not to go looking for work in the Artibonite Valley.  Poor households will  remain in IPC Phase 3 
(crisis). 

 
Seasonal calendar and timeline of critical events 
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