
SITUATION OVERVIEW
The 7.2 magnitude earthquake that struck southwestern Haiti on 
August 14 has devastated communities in Grand?Anse, Nippes, and 
Sud Departments, leaving hundreds of thousands of people in dire 
need of food, water, basic sanitation and shelter. The suffering left in 
the wake of the earthquake was compounded by the heavy rains from 
Tropical Depression Grace on August 17, which triggered flooding and 
mudslides in some localities. All of this comes on top of the 
assassination of Haiti?s president on July 7, which has thrown the 
country into political chaos. 

Damage to the region?s already fragile infrastructure is making it 
difficult to access the affected areas, further complicating the 
response effort. Roads, bridges and other parts of the transportation 
network have been rendered unusable. In addition, gangs along the 
routes into the peninsula from Port au Prince have made security an 
issue as the possibility of attacks on convoys remains high.
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BY THE NUMBERS
7.2  magnitude 

2,20 0 +  earthquake-related deaths

12,260 +  injuries reported

130 ,0 0 0  houses destroyed or damaged

24 ,40 0  people displaced

650 ,0 0 0  people requiring humanitarian assistance

(AP Photo/Delot Jean)

Source: USAID Haiti Earthquake Fact Sheet #9, Aug. 30, 2021
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The bridge over the Grande-Anse River at the entrance to Jérémie has 
sustained significant structural damage and is closed to traffic, 
except for motorcycles or pedestrians. Any relief supplies delivered to 
that area must come by air, sea or through a long diversion on land.

The acute needs as a result of the earthquake only exacerbate the 
multiple and protracted humanitarian crises that already affected 
Haiti. The U.N.?s Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) identified more than 610,000 people in need of humanitarian 
assistance in the three affected departments even prior to the 
earthquake. The risk of COVID-19 spread remains extremely high and 
is accompanied by vaccine hesitancy and very slow roll out, 
especially in rural parts of the country.

IMA WORLD HEALTH AND 
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF RESPONSE
IMA World Health and Lutheran World Relief have committed 
$250,000 to a multisectoral relief response, which may be expanded 
pending additional funding. Despite the access challenges, Lutheran 
World Relief and IMA World Health are responding in the more remote 
Grand?Anse department, where the need is tremendous and the 
number of affected people is huge compared to the amount of aid 
reaching them. 

We are reaching most vulnerable communities with:

- Tarps for emergency temporary shelter. Tarps are being 
distributed in Grand?Anse, as well as in towns to the west and 
east of Jeremie. The tarps are being sourced in Port au Prince 
and transported over land by truck. Additional tarps are being 
procured in Miami. An initial 1,000 households that require 
temporary shelter are receiving this assistance. 

- Water purificat ion tablets. At least 4,000 water purification 
tablets are being distributed to ensure access to safe drinking 
water. Most of the water sources are either broken or severely 
contaminated, making it even harder to contain water borne 
diseases and spread of cholera. 

- Medical supplies. We are delivering medical supplies to clinics 
to help health care workers who are running out of stock of the 
basic consumables and have little to no personal protection 
equipment in the face of rising levels of COVID-19. At the same 
time, we?re conducting rapid assessments of 83 health 
facilities in the three departments severely affected by the 
earthquake and will develop a comprehensive plan to respond 
to the most urgent needs.
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