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Drought has impacted on education. UNICEF 
reports that 79,807 children in Somalia are out of 
school and 175 schools in Ethiopia have closed due 
to drought.

Rainfall Displacement Disease

The regional consensus climate outlook for the June 
to September 2017 rainfall season indicates that most 
of Somalia, Kenya, and southern Ethiopia will remain 
dry. Ethiopia’s Afar region and southwestern Uganda 
will likely experience near normal to below normal 
rains. Normal to above normal rainfall is expected 
across central and western Ethiopia, northern Kenya 
and central Uganda; while northern Ethiopia, parts of 
northern Uganda, coastal Somalia, coastal and 
western Kenya will likely experience above normal 
rainfall and floods.  
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In Somalia, cholera cases are on the rise and the 
outbreak is spreading. Since January, 42,721 cholera 
cases and 715 related deaths (CFR 1.7 per cent) have 
been reported in 41 districts across 14 regions – an 18 
per cent increase since mid-May. 
Somalia has registered 7,694 measles cases since 
January, more than half of which in central and southern 
regions. Children under five account for 65 per cent of 
all cases.
In Kenya, 509 cholera cases (313 confirmed) and nine 
deaths have been reported since January. New cases in 
recent weeks were reported in Dadaab and Kakuma 
refugee camps, and in Kericho, Kiambu, Nairobi, Mom-
basa, Muranga and Vihiga counties. During May, 470 
cases of dengue fever (275 confirmed) were reported in 
Mombasa (451) and Wajir (19) counties.
In Ethiopia, 33,631 AWD cases and 780 deaths (CFR 2.3 
per cent) have been reported in six regions, with the 
Somali region accounting for more than 91 per cent of 
cases. As of mid-May, 1,824 suspected measles cases 
have been reported in the country.
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In Somalia, 26,000 new drought-induced displace-
ments occurred during the first three weeks of May, 
bringing the total number of displaced people to 
714,000 since November 2016. Most displacements 
occurred in Lower Shabelle (6,160), Sanaag (4,100), 
Sool (3,700), Bay (3,520) and Bakool (3,250). Forty-four 
per cent of the IDPs are hosted in Mogadishu (154, 790 
people) and Baidoa (158,800 people). Intense fighting 
reported on May 21 displaced  over 15,000 more 
people in Lower Shabelle. Since January, 23,601 
Somali refugees have voluntarily returned to Somalia, 
2,700 of whom during the month of April. 
In Ethiopia, over 843,000 people remain displaced 
due to drought, floods and conflict in the Gambella 
(18,503), Afar (51,644), Oromia (279,867) and Somali 
(456,801) regions. 
In Kenya, over 41,000 people are displaced due to 
conflict, drought and floods: 16,615 in Baringo county 
and 24,803 in other counties.
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1: Humanitarian Requirements Document (HRD), 2: Revised Humanitarian Response Plan (2017 HRP), 3: 2017 Flash Appeal. 
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In Ethiopia, despite enhanced rainfall during April/-
May, food security continues to deteriorate, particular-
ly in southern and southeastern pastoral areas due to 
the late erratic and below-average Gu/Genna rains. 
Without sustained humanitarian assistance, parts of 
the Somali region may experience IPC Phase 4 levels 
of food insecurity (Emergency) due to the accelerated 
loss of livestock. 
Lowland areas of SNNPR are expected to deteriorate 
into IPC Phase 3 (Crisis) in June due to low household 
purchasing power and gaps in humanitarian assis-
tance. Poor households are already experiencing 
diminished access to food as they are highly market 
dependent during the peak of the lean season. 
An estimated 7.8 million people will need humanitari-
an assistance in June. The National Disaster Risk 
Management Commission (NDRMC) expects that, in 
Belg-dependent areas, more beneficiaries of the 
Productive Safety Net Programme will need extended

support beyond the traditional six-month period.
In Somalia, despite the onset of the Gu rains, the food 
security and nutrition situation continues to deterio-
rate. An elevated risk of famine in 2017 persists due to 
severe food consumption gaps, high acute malnutri-
tion, high disease burden, and a reliance on food aid. 
Approximately 2,510,000 people will be in IPC Phase 
3 (Crisis) and 700,000 people in IPC Phase 4 (Emer-
gency) levels of food insecurity by June.
In Kenya, given depressed rainfall in ASAL counties 
and high food prices, the food security situation is 
likely to deteriorate. The number of food insecure 
people will likely increase from the current figure of 
2.6 million to 3.5 million in August.
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Kenya's monthly inflation rate accelerated to its 
highest level in five years as drought compounds 
price pressures.

The number of children under five admitted for treat-
ment of severe acute malnutrition is on the increase 
across the region.

In Kenya, the Government has implemented measures 
to mitigate food shortages and price rises including: 
exempting maize flour from value added tax, scrapping 
import duties on maize, sugar and milk powder, and 
selling subsidized maize to millers. 
In Somalia, rains have subsided in most districts in 
Lower and Middle Shabelle regions, opening key supply 
corridors that were temporarily rendered impassable by 
rains. However, Marka and Barowe districts are experi-
encing torrential rains that are affecting supply corridors 
from Mogadishu and driving up commodity prices. 
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Appeals remain less than 50 per cent funded. Donors 
have contributed US$695 million, which includes HRP 
(US$520 million) and non-HRP  (US$175 million) fund-
ing to scale up famine prevention in Somalia. 
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