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Rainfall Outlook: April - June 2017 Displacement of people Disease and pest outbreaks

IGAD Climate Prediction and Applications Centre 
(ICPAC) April-June season forecast predicts poor 
seasonal progress in the Horn. There are increasing 
concerns that many pastoral and agricultural areas in 
Somalia, southern and southeastern Ethiopia, and 
northern and eastern Kenya, will face another well 
below-average season. Moderate to heavy rains in 
late April may reduce rainfall deficits that have 
accumulated since early March and contribute to 
some short-term improvements in water and pasture. 
However, prospects for rainfed crops are poor in 
many of these areas and overall regeneration of 
pasture and water resources is likely to be limited. 
FEWSNET reports Warder Zone of eastern Ethiopia, 
and central and northern Somalia have remained 
generally hotter-than-normal. With no significant 
rainfall, missing their normal peak in rainfall in April, 
they will require close monitoring. Vegetation condi-
tions are much poorer than usual across wide areas of 
Kenya, Somalia, southern and eastern Somali regions 
of Ethiopia and northern Uganda.  
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In Somalia, 2,984 new cholera cases and 34 deaths were 
reported during the week 10 - 16 April (CFR 1.0%) mostly 
from inaccessible or partially accessible areas. This brings 
the total to 28,408 cases and 558 deaths (CFR 2.0%) as of 
16 April 2017. Bay remains the most affected region with 
over 11,000 cases (CFR 1.7%) followed by Gedo with 
3,340 (CFR 1.5%) and lower Shebelle 3,159 (1.3%) so far. 
In Ethiopia, a massive outbreak of acute watery diarrhoea  
(AWD) is sweeping through Doolo zone, Somali region 
and has affected more than 16,000 people in the last two 
weeks. Health partners are working to bring the outbreak 
under control, while warning that more external funding 
and resources are urgently needed to stop the disease 
from spreading further.
In Kenya, 22 suspected cholera cases (10 confirmed) 
have been reported in Tana River County and Dadaab 
Camp. The total caseload of cholera cases is now 286. In 
addition, 27 AWD cases and a salmonella outbreak  
affecting 105 people (CFR 1.9%), have been reported in 
Lamu County.  Dagahaley camp also experienced a 
measles outbreak with 5 confirmed cases and no deaths. 
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Somalia: Drought-related displacement continued in 
Somalia with 75,360 newly displaced from 1 - 21 April 
2017. This represents an increase of 16 per cent in the 
last three weeks and brings the total number of 
displaced to 615,000 since November 2016. The 
majority of the new arrivals were in Baidoa (34,700) and 
Mogadishu (18,000); while major displacements 
occurred in Bay (32,240), Lower Shabelle (14,090), 
Bakool (9,670), Togdheer (5,770), Sool (4,200) and Bari 
(2,770). No new refugee outflows have been reported.                
Ethiopia: 116,660 people have been displaced since 
the beginning of the year in Somali region alone, due to 
the ongoing drought and occasional conflicts. Refugees 
continued to arrive in Ethiopia. Between 1 January and 
13 April 2017, 4,768 new Somali asylum seekers were 
registered as refugees and relocated to camps in 
Ethiopia’s Somali region. Of the total new arrivals, 70.4 
per cent are children.  
Kenya: 38,660 drought-induced displaced were report-
ed in Isiolo and Baringo. Between 1 -14 April , 1,836 
refugees were supported to return to their homes in 
Somalia, a total  of 22,351 have returned since January.
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1: Humanitarian Requirements Document (HRD), 2: Operational Plan for Famine Prevention (OPFP), 3: 2017 Flash Appeal. 
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As of April 2017, a total of 11.1 million people in 
Somalia, Ethiopia and Kenya are facing crisis or 
emergency food insecurity levels and are in need of 
urgent humanitarian assistance. The most affected 
areas are: south central, Somalialand and Puntland 
regions in Somalia; pastoral areas of south eastern 
Somali,  lowland areas of eastern and southern 
Oromia, parts of southern and northern SNNPR, and 
eastern Amhara regions in Ethiopia; pastoral and parts 
of coastal marginal mixed farming counties in Kenya.
Pest outbreak is threatening the yields and livelihoods 
of farmers in crop-producing areas of Kenya. Due to 
infestation of army worms, there is uncertainty over 
yields among maize farmers in the North Rift region 
leading to increased cost of production and anticipat-
ed reduced harvest this season. 

Cereal prices remained 
relatively stable or changed 
at mild rates ( +/-10%) in 
most regions  except Lower 
Shabelle where prices 
increased sharply (45%) in 
March 2017 due to 
increased demand. Annual 
comparison indicates 
higher prices for local 
grains in all regions with the 
highest increase recorded 
in Bay (124%) attributed to 
reduced supply due to the 
poor Deyr 2016 cereal 
production.

Livestock prices exhibited 
mixed trends; with increases 
(mild to moderate) in goat 
and camel prices in most 
parts due to reduced supply 
of saleable livestock; except 
in Mudug, Togdheer, 
Woqooyi Galbeed and 
Sanaag regions where prices 
declined in March 2017 due 
to deteriorating livestock 
body conditions. Milk prices 
increased due to limitted 
supply. Compared to a year 
ago, livestock prices were 
significantly lower.

SAM and MAM admissions are increasing in the Horn 
of Africa as a result of a severe drought caused by 
three years of failed rains across much of the region. 
This has led to inadequate food consumption, reduced 
food availability and acute water shortages. A lack of 
access to basic health services, general poor childcare 
and feeding practices further compounds the poor 
nutrition situation. 
In Ethiopia, 51,184 children (6-59 months) were 
admitted with SAM; in Somalia, UNICEF supported the 
treatment of more than 35,400 SAM children with 
life-saving therapeutic food at hundreds of nutrition 
centres; while in Kenya, 14,520 children (6-59 months) 
were admitted with SAM and 30,183 were admitted 
with MAM from Jan – March 2017. 
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Funding levels remain below 50 per cent for the 
drought-affected counties except for Somalia which has 
received 72 per cent of its funding requirements. 
Donors have availed US$595 million to scale up famine 
prevention activities in Somalia. This includes US$443 
million for the 2017 HRP (US$121 million contributed 
for activities outside the HRP and US$31 million 
pledged for activities outside the HRP).

Funding as of  27th Apr 2017  Funded  Unmet


