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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Good outlook for sowing of the main 2010 cereal 
campaign 

 2010 bean yield reduced by excessive rainfall 

 Prices of basic foods high 

Sowing outlook good for crops of the main 
2011 cereal campaign 

The sowing of the main cereal crops of 2011 has begun. 
After the damage caused by the La Niña phenomenon over 
three consecutive months, from February to April, a return to 
normal conditions is forecast for the next few months. 
Normal rainfall in May has maintained adequate soil 
conditions and favoured sowing operations. In order to 
promote production during this agricultural season, the 
government is distributing seeds and fertilisers to 180 000 
vulnerable families. 

2010 bean yield was affected by excessive 
rainfall 

Beans of the third "postrera" season, fostered by the 
government to compensate for losses in crops during the 
second "postrera" season, were harvested. A good yield is 
expected as a result of the favourable weather conditions 
during the agricultural cycle that benefited the development 
of the crops. The yield for the second season, the main one 
for bean crops, was lower due to the excessive rainfall after 
the passage of tropical storms Agatha and Matthew that 
resulted in substantial crop losses. The departments most 
affected were Olancho, Paraíso, Comayagua, Colón, 
Choluteca, Valle, Francisco Morazán, La Paz, 
Santa Bárbara and Intibucá. Above-average rainfall was 
also recorded during the first agricultural campaign, which 
represents the main season for maize. Despite localised 
losses of crops, the abundant rainfall generally benefited 
2010 maize production, which is estimated to have 
increased by a substantial 11 percent compared to last year. 

Prices of maize and beans high 
The prices of white maize, the main food in the country's 
basic diet, have continued to follow the increasing trend that 
began at the end of last year due to the reduced main 
harvest of 2010 and to the increase in prices on the 
international market as Honduras imports substantial 
amounts of yellow maize for animal feed. In Tegucigalpa, 
the wholesale price of maize in May 2011 was valued at the 
record level of 424 Lempira per kilogramme, 80 percent 
higher than the price in May 2010. The prices of beans 
which fell from their high levels in November 2010 rose 
again in the last two months due to their decreased 
availability on the market as a result of reduced production 
in 2010. In Tegucigalpa, prices of red beans in May were 
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valued at over double their price for the same month last 
year. 

 
 

 

 


