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HHs needs assessment in drought affected villages and districts of 
Herat and Badghis provinces, Afghanistan 

 
Context and Rationale 
Afghanistan over the past five years more particularly since mid-
2017 has been facing severe difficulties of serious drought that 
has recorded a deficit of 70 percent precipitation across most 
parts of the country. While snowfall in Afghanistan’s last winter 
was recorded as the lowest since 2002, the snowmelt is an 
important source of water for crops and irrigation where food is 
scarce for many households (FEWSNET). The increasing drought 
in Herat and Badghis (among the 12 worst affected provinces) has 
further posed adverse effects on the affected households (ARCS 
bulletin). Below average precipitation and above average high 
temperature has further increased negative effects of drought 
with considerable declines in a) snow depths, b) river flows, c) 
water level in dams, d) water tables and e) soil moistures. As a 
result, the agricultural season, pasture and fodder availability for 
livestock along with water table reduction and dried up water 
sources has considerably and irreversibly impacted that calls for 
immediate reshaping and planning for draught response. 

To further dig into the specific affected districts and villages, 
OXFAM and its partner CHA conducted a rapid integrated 
emergency assessment during the first half of August 2018 to 
further understand the ground reality on: Vulnerability, major 
impact since disaster occurred, food security, livelihoods / sources 
of income and water and sanitation and protection needs. 

Methodology 
The assessment focused on five districts of Herat and Badghis 
provinces with 27 villages where OXFAM and CHA have presence and 
these villages have higher emergency needs as mentioned below. 

PROVINCE DISTRICT VILLAGES 

Herat Kohsan Qudos Abad Hawzae 3  

Qudos Abad Hawzae 4  

Kargas Ab 

Gawharshad e Gharbi 

Qudos Abad Hawza e 2 

Koshk e Kohna Mula yonan 

Ali Abad  

Koshk e Robat 
Sangi 

DeZawari 

JalalAbad 

Nawzadi 

 Robat Mirza  

Dormishi 

Badghis Ab Kamari Haqbari 

Gash bai 

Pada Dayzangi 

Gadul Pada 

Moulawi Habibullah 

Pada Laghari 

Daijini Pada 

Muhamad murad 

Sar Kamar Dehistan 

Masjid Jami Dehistan 

Bala Murghab Joy Ganj 

Salangi Ha 

Naw Abad 

Poshta e Dahan qoroto 

Zadran 
 

The process also covers negative effects of drought including 
information collected from 235 HHs (19% of respondents were 
female), provincial authorities, departments, district authorities, 
community development councils and key informants. The data 
received was further analyzed to identify vulnerability, needs for 
rapid response and to support the affected communities in their 
areas of origin and population displaced.  
 

Summary of Key Reported Figures and Findings 
 

GENERAL FINDINGS 

• 235 (44 women, 191 men) were interviewed of which 128 in 
Herat (three districts) while the remaining were in Badghis 
(two districts) with 84% being illiterate and only 7% with 
primary education. 

• Total estimated HHs residing in 27 target villages of five 
target districts are 8,747.  

• The assessment found that 56% of the respondents showed 
readiness to participate in cash for work activity with 98.5% 
men and 1.5% women. This outlines the necessity of a major 
effort in involving women in productive activities to ensure 
equal access to disposable income. 

• 37% of the respondents reported living in transitional 
houses (mud or bricks), 30% in makeshift shelter, 25% in 
permanent (mud or bricks), while the remaining below 10% 
in damaged houses and collective centers. 

• 43 HH respondents reported being displaced. The main 
reasons for displacement were due to no access or availability 
of food, increasing conflict, seeking for better access to water, 
pasture, health and employment. As per key informants, 299 
displaced HHs arrived in targeted villages. 

• 78% of the respondents reported that men, women, girls 
and boys not having equal access to humanitarian 
assistance.  

• 98.7% of the interviewees reported not receiving any type of 
assistance during the last 3 months. This shows the necessity 
of a joint action of different agencies to ensure full coverage 
of the area as well as facilitate equal access to assistance for 
affected men, women, girls and boys. 

• 91% respondents mentioned their top priority needs are 
livelihood and food support, 51% income/cash support 
while 60% stated water, hygiene items and 16% indicated 
psychosocial support. 
 
FOOD SECURITY, LIVELIHOOD AND INCOME 

• The assessment further reveals that the monthly average 
income for men was 4,730 AFN while for female it was 
recorded as 1,823 AFN with the main source of income for 
women as bakery and tailoring while for men included 
agriculture and various daily labor job. 

• Similarly, it was found that the average monthly income 
before shock was 9,027 AFN that was declined by 56% after 
shock bringing the monthly income down to 3,935 AFN. 

• 81% of the respondents reported of being affected by the 
drought in terms of food security and livelihoods that has 
brought 56% decline in their monthly income. 
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• The average monthly food items expenditure per HH was 
recorded as 5,564 AFN with expenditures on cereals as the 
highest and cooking oil as the second highest. 

• In term of non-food items expenditures per HH, the monthly 
cost was found to be 10,991 AFN with expenses reported as 
highest and equipment, tools, seeds as the second highest. 
This result shows the necessity of an immediate 
intervention in agriculture to ensure sustainable sources of 
food and generation of income in a logic of increasing 
resilience of local communities. 

• 73% of interviewed HHs contracted more than 8000 AFN 
debts since shock happened, 23% between 2000-8000 AFN 
debts, 3% less than 2000 AFN debts and only 1% did not 
have debts. 

• 62% of the respondents mentioned that their agricultural 
assets are affected by the drought during 2018 that has 
resulted in 87% complete loss of crops and fruits harvest and 
12% more than half loss. 

• 57% of the respondents stated that they have/own livestock 
including poultry with sheep/goat as the highest and poultry 
as second highest where drought has resulted in the deaths 
of 55% all died and 23% more than half deaths. 

• 52% of the respondents stated that they do not have food 
stock to meet daily requirements with 56% of those having 
stock mentioned will last for only one week and 30% stated 
will last for maximum 2 weeks. 

• The assessment further reveals that 84% of the respondents 
mentioned they are not having access to market while all 
the respondents stated the prices for food items has 
significantly increased for the past three months. 

•  The assessment shows that 71% of the households had poor 
food consumption, 15% of them were reported in the 
borderline while only 14% had acceptable food consumption. 

• In terms of Multisector Coping Strategy Index (mSCI), an average 
13% of the total respondents reported relying on less preferred, 
low quality and less expensive food with 11% during entire 7 and 
5 days respectively, 7% in six days, 9% in 4 days, 18% in 3 days, 
29% in 2 days, 5% in 1 day and 10% does not rely at all. 

• Also, an average 13% of the total respondents reported 
reduced food consumption for small children, reduced 
water for domestic use and used unsafe water. 

• Similarly, an average 13% also reported to have borrowed 
money for food and living in damaged house, makeshift, 
overcrowded collective shelter, tents etc. 

• Likewise, an average 13% too reported to have reduced the 
number of meals eaten compared to usual frequency of 
food consumption daily, sold assets due to recent shocks or 
emergency, sought employment, not attended school to 
engage in HH activities and experienced delays in seeking 
medical attention for a critical health problem. 

• In terms of HH hunger scale, 57% of the respondents 
reported of not having any kind of food to eat due to lack of 
resources to get food with 19% reported to have 
experienced this more than 10 times in the last 30 days, 24% 
3-10 times and 57% 1-2 times. 

• 56% reported to have gone to sleep at night hungry as there 
was no food with 23% more than 10 times in the last 30 
days, 26% 3-10 times and 51% 1-2 times. 

• 47% reported to have gone a whole day and night without 
eating anything at all as there was no food with 28% more than 
10 times in the last 30 days, 24% 3-10 times and 48% 1-2 times. 
 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH) 

• 52% reported not having access to enough water. This result 
is particularly relevant: over half of the communities have 
no access to safe water, and in consideration of the coming 
winter season, the situation might degenerate. Immediate 
support through identification of additional water resources 
is urgently needed. 

• An average 14 liters of water is used per person from water 
sources that include 33% tap/pump/well, 31% river, 22% 
storage water while the remaining included rain water, 
unprotected spring and Kareze. 

• In terms of quality of water, 34% reported using normal 
water, 26% salty, 24% with bad taste, 13% bad smell and 3% 
water with normal color. 

• For water source distance, 30% mentioned water source is 
more than 500 meters from their location, 17% within 500 
meters, 15% within 250 meters, 9% within 100 meters and 
29% within the compound. 

• 43% of water is reported to have been collected by the 
women HHs, 29% by men, 14% each by girls and boys. 

• 94% respondents mentioned that they don’t know how to 
treat water for making safe drinking. 

• 100% respondents revealed that they have not participated in 
any hygiene training neither have received any hygiene kits. 

• 67% of the respondents still use open defecation with more 
than 80% having prevalence of disease with diarrhea. 

• 79% of the respondents mentioned that their HH members 
suffer from wash related diseases with 95% diarrhea related 
and 83% vomiting that includes 84% children under 5. 

• 69% of the respondents mentioned that there are no actors 
working in the area. 
 

PROTECTION 

• The assessment found six underage marriages with four of 
them girls and two boys. 

• 8.5% of the respondents were disabled headed HH. 

• 15% of the respondents were found to be female headed HH. 

• 2.13% were found to be child headed HH. 

• 43% of the respondents were elderly headed HH. 

• 51% reported with large family of more than 8 members. 

• 63% responded having chronically ill family member. 

• 66% of the women were reported either pregnant or 
lactating mothers. 

• 59% were found to be vulnerable to shocks. 

• Most significant security concerns were found to be “no 
safe place in the community – 26%, sexual violence – 20%, 
risk of attack when going to latrines/markets – 17%, 
unable to access services/resources – 15%, risk of attack 
when traveling outside the community – 12% and 
remaining 10% mentioned violence in the home, force 
marriage and trafficking”. 

• In terms women, girls and boys seeking help, 46% reported 
approaching community leaders, 33% family member, 17% 
police and the remaining 4% said they had approached 
either friends or NGO working with women. 
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Migration and Displacement 
Main reason for Migration 

 

• Majority of the respondents revealed major cause of 
migration as no access to food and due to conflict. 

Plan to move back to own communities 

 

• 58% stated willingness to move back to their place of origin 
with 37% no willingness 

 

Agriculture and Livestock 
Access to Agriculture Land 

 

• 62.55% stated not having access to agricultural land 

Livestock Availability 

 

• 56.6% reported having own animals and poultry 

Drought Effects on Agriculture 

 

• 87% reported 100% loss crops and fruits harvest 

Drought Effects on Livestock 

 

• 54.6% reported 100% deaths of their livestock due to lack of 
fodder, grass, water or disease 

 

• 57.1% reported to have sold their livestock due to lack of 
fodder, grass, water or disease 

 

Food Availability and Access 
Food Stock to meet daily Requirements 

 

• 52.34% reported not having food stock 

Stock lasting duration 

 

• 56.25% reported their food stock will last for a maximum of 
one week 

Availability of Market 

 

 

• 84.3% reported no 
availability of 
functional market in 
the area where they 
are currently living 
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Accessibility of Women and Girls to Market 

 

• 45.9% women and girls stated they do not have access to the 
food market 

 

Food Consumption Score (for last 7 days during interview) 

 

• 71% HHs had poor food consumption, 15% borderline while 
only 14% had acceptable food consumption. 
 

 

• The graph shows the cumulative frequency of food group 
consumption as the overall food consumption score increases 
in the sample. Staple foods (of cereals) do not even out to every 
day in a week until the household FCS reaches 20+. Also, even 
at relatively high FCS’s of 30 to 40, quite a significant proportion 
of total consumption is driven by staples, oils and sugars, with 
very low levels of vegetable, fruit, diary and protein 
consumption. Though not conclusive, this points towards likely 
nutritional deficiencies even within this ‘borderline’ FCS range. 

Multi Sector Coping Strategies Index 
Rely on less preferred, low quality, and inexpensive food 

 

• 29% said they relied on less preferred, low quality and 
inexpensive food for two days in a week and 18% for three 
days in a week 

Reduced food consumption for small children to eat 

 

• 44% said they reduced food consumption for small children 
in 2 and 3 days of the week 

 

Reduced total amount of water for domestic use 

 

• 49% revealed they reduced total amount of water for 
domestic use during 

 

Use of unsafe water from open sources 

 

• About 70% said they used unsafe water from open sources 

Reduction in number of meals 

 

• Almost 30% reported they had to reduce number of meals 
 

Skipped School to engage in employment 
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• About 60% boys and girls were reported to have missed 
school to engage in employment 

Household Hunger Scale 
Frequency of not consuming any food during a month 

 

• 59% said they did not eat any food 1-2 times in a month 
 

Frequency of staying full day and night without any food 

 

• 53% reported staying full day and night without any food 1-
2 times in a month with 49% 1-2 times a month 


