
1 This report is produced by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in collaboration with the 
Humanitarian Development Partnership Team (HDPT).  For more information, please visit: http://hdptcar.net 

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 
Information Bulletin No. 203 
11 September – 9 October 2012 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 Repatriation of former FPR rebels to Chad 

 Heavy rains leave people homeless 

 CAR 2013 Consolidated Appeal Process  

Background and Security 

Repatriation of former FPR rebels to Chad 

On 6 October, about 230 former rebels of the Front 

Populaire pour le Redressement (FPR) out of the 3,000 

announced including soldiers and civilians were 

accompanied by the CAR Mediator to the bordering town 

of Moyenne Sido (north-west). All arrived in Chad on 

Monday 9 October. 

The former FPR elements were initially based in Ippy 

(central-east).  

Violence in the north of Bangui, PK 12. 

On the nights of 30 September and 1 October: 

According to a military source, an altercation between 

Chadian elements of the presidential guard and national 

gendarmes led to the death of two people and several 

others injured.  

The incident occurred following a dispute at a bar. Since 

President François Bozizé came to power in 2003, 

Chadian soldiers were enrolled in the CAR defense and 

security force. 

A trend is emerging whereby increased incidents 

between the Presidential Guard mainly composed of 

Chadian nationals and CAR nationals making up the 

ranks of the Gendarmerie. This mistrust and heightened 

dislike of the Chadians is spilling over into the 

communities whereby civilians are calling for all Chadians 

to return to Chad.  

26 September: 

An element of the presidential guard threw a grenade 

after a disagreement with a cattle breeder. They both 

died as a result of the incident including a third person, 

while 11 people sustained injuries. According to a military 

source, the instigator of the incident was drunk.  

Passengers attacked in Baboua 

On 20 September, unidentified armed men attacked 

passengers around Baboua, close to the Cameroon 

border. Two staff members from the international NGO 

Mercy Corps were abducted and later released. 

The towns of Damara, Dékoa and Sibut are attacked 

On 15 September, the towns of Damara, Dekoa and 

Sibut in the north of Bangui were attacked by a group of 

unidentified armed men. This attack caused temporary 

civilian displacement into nearby bushes. According to 

various sources, an element of the CAR National Force 

(FACA) was killed in Damara. Equipment was damaged 

and several private vehicles stolen also during this attack. 

According to military sources, these attacks were 

perpetrated by a coalition of former presidential guards, 

uncontrolled FPR elements and some Convention des 

Patriotes pour la Justice et la Paix (CPJP) members 

opposed to the peace agreement signed by their group 

leader with the Government on 27 August 2012. 

Humanitarian/Development activities 

End of Internews activities in CAR 

The NGO Internews ended its programs and activities in 

CAR on 1 October due to a lack of funding. Internews 

has been operating in the country since 2010 and 

provided technical support and training to 30 journalists 

from community radio stations. 

 

The local partner organization, the Réseau des 

Journalistes pour les Droits de l'Homme (RJDH) 

continues to carry out the following activities: daily 

collection of reliable information on human rights 

violations and early warning or alerts on humanitarian 

situations through community radio stations. The RJDH 

works with 14 community radio stations throughout the 

country. 

Internews, an international NGO, operates in more than 

50 countries world-wide, focusing on capacity building of 

local media. 

For more information visit the website: 

www.internews.org or contact RJDH: 

rjdh.car@gmail.com 

Heavy rains leave people homeless 

Following torrential rains in September, the Ministry of 

Social Affairs, met some humanitarian and development 

organizations on 12 and14 September in order to assess 

damage caused. The most affected people are from 

http://www.internews.org/
mailto:rjdh.car@gmail.com
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Bangui, Begoua (12 km from Bangui), Bangui-Bouchia 

(south-west), Kaga-Bandoro (north) and Paoua (north-

west). According to the CAR Red Cross (CRCA), 2,631 

families or 13,700 people are homeless and urgently 

need assistance. 

Breakdown of figures by location: 

Locality Affected 

families 

Affected 

persons 

Bangui 1 556 9 220 

Bangui-Bouchia 69 465 

Bégoua 16 101 

Kaga-Bandoro* 105 260 

Paoua 885 3.914 

Total 2 631 13 700 
*Preliminary figures 

On 28 September, the CRCA informed the humanitarian 

community of the situation. Subsequently, the people 

affected received assistance consisting of non-food items 

provided by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) in Paoua (north-west) and the International 

Committee of the Red Cross(ICRC), distributed by the 

CRCA in Kaga-Bandoro (north-central).  

More substantial information on assistance provided and 

the number of people affected is still being compiled.  

However, the most urgent needs have been identified as 

shelter, food and non-food items in areas where the 

farms got flooded. Most families have lost everything and 

are in need of assistance including: kitchen sets, jerry 

cans and water purification tablets because most 

communities have latrines next to wells. 

Health needs are also crucial. Young children and 

pregnant women are exposed to mosquito bites during 

this period when malaria is prevalent. Malaria is one of 

the leading causes of mortality in CAR. 

For more information, visit the 

site:http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/F

ull_Report_4346.pdfor contact Prospère Guiyama: 

prosguiyama@yahoo.fr 

The CAR population celebrates peace 

On 21 September, thousands of Central Africans 

attended an official ceremony commemorating the 

International Day of Peace under the theme "Sustainable 

Peace for a Sustainable future." This ceremony chaired 

by the Prime Minister at the National Assembly, was 

organized by the Government, the United Nations and 

the African Union (AU). 

In addition to Government officials, the UN Special 

Representative of the Secretary General (SRSG) in CAR, 

Margaret Vogt, the Special Representative of the 

Chairperson of the AU Commission in CAR, Hawa Yusuf 

Hamed, heads of diplomatic missions, Representatives of 

national and international organizations, representatives 

of political parties, religious groups and civil society, also 

took part in this event. 

“Armed conflicts attack the very pillars of sustainable 

development and natural resources must be used for the 

benefit of society, not to finance wars. Children should be 

in school, not recruited into armies.” stated Ms. Vogt 

while delivering the message of the United Nations 

Secretary-General. 

On behalf of the President, the Prime Minister reiterated 

the Government's political commitment to work for peace 

in CAR. "A sustainable future cannot be considered if it is 

not accompanied by lasting peace. Today, each of us 

must consider how we can contribute to the management 

of natural resources in a sustainable manner, thereby 

reducing upcoming conflict and paving the way for a 

sustainable future (...) the CAR Government’s priority is 

peace." 

Contact Pierrette Ikavi: ikavi@un.org for more 

information. 

Operation “Clean Schools”  

On 15 September, operation “Clean Schools” was jointly 

organized by the United Nations Volunteers (UNV), the 

National Federation of Parents of Students in CAR 

(FNAPEC) and the NGO Network for Voluntary Action in 

CAR (RESONGAV-CA). This initiative was also 

supported by the World Health Organization (WHO), the 

United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), the United 

Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the Organization of 

Central African Women (OFCA), the Bangui municipality 

and the Sahel-Saharan Investment and Trade Bank 

(BSIC). 

"The aim of this operation is to make people understand 

that schools in CAR belong to the community and that, 

parents as well as local administrative authorities and 

officials must mobilize neighborhoods to voluntarily 

maintain and keep them clean" explained the Minister for 

Primary and Secondary Education and Literacy during  

the launch of the project. 

"It is all of the agencies of the United Nations system, 

convinced of the contribution of volunteerism to 

sustainable socio-economic development, that are 

involved along with UNVs to make the clean-up operation 

of public schools a success. They want to ensure the 

children have a good quality education in a healthy 

environment" said Amadou Tidiane Oumarou, UNV 

Programme Officer in CAR. 

The school clean-up operation is a voluntary public safety 

initiative of parents, linked to the 2012-2013 academic 

year. The operation began on 17 September and ended 

on 22 September. More than 17 public schools 

(elementary, junior and high schools) in the nation’s 

capital Bangui benefited from this operation. 

Contact Hamadou Amafou: hamadou.amadou@undp.org 

for more information. 

End of food air-drop operations in the Vakaga 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report_4346.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report_4346.pdf
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The food air-drop operation which began on 21 Augustin 

the western prefecture of Vakaga (north-east), ended on 

17 September after food distributions in Boromata. This 

operation enabled the distribution of 329 MT of food to 

about 11,319 people (2,148 households) in Boromata, 

Gordil Manou, Mele, Ndiffa, Sikikédé and Tiringoulou. 

Funding was received from the Central Emergency 

Response Fund (CERF), the Common Humanitarian 

Fund (CHF), the Directorate-General for Humanitarian 

Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO) and the US Office of  

Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA). 

 

Contact Magali Carpy-Botoulou: carpy@un.org for more 

information." 

A donation of 1,000 MT of rice to WFP in CAR 

On 13 September, the World Food Programme (WFP) in 

CAR received a donation of over 1,000 MT of rice worth 

US$ 532,000from the Republic of Brazil. This donation 

will enable WFP to provide food and nutritional 

assistance to vulnerable people, including children in 

primary schools in post-conflict areas, affected by food 

insecurity and malnutrition. 

Transportation costs are funded by the Government of 

Spain. 

"This donation comes at a critical time when the school 

year is starting. With this contribution, WFP will be able to 

provide school meals to nearly 55,000 children enrolled in 

schools in post-conflict areas, through its emergency 

school feeding program" said Housainou Taal, WFP 

Country Director in CAR. 

In the Central African Republic, WFP is implementing two 

projects: 

 Protracted Relief and Recovery: aims to provide 

10,000 tons, at a cost of $ 18 million per year, to 

209,000 people in post-conflict areas. These include 

Congolese refugees, internally displaced persons, 

children enrolled in primary schools, malnourished 

women and children and vulnerable populations 

involved in early recovery activities. 

 The country program: assists in improving education 

and nutrition through targeting 315,000 people 

including pre-school children, primary school children 

as well as vulnerable people suffering from 

malnutrition, particularly children under five, pregnant 

and lactating women. 

Despite the contributions received, WFP still faces a 

deficit of US$ 8.5 million for its emergency operation and 

US$ 19.5 million for its country program. WFP urges 

donors to continue supporting both programs which will 

enable them to respond to the needs of those affected. 

Contact Housainou Tall: housainou.taal@wfp.org for 

more information 

UNICEF receives €1.9 million from ECHO 

On 2 October, the United Nations Children's Fund 

(UNICEF) issued a press release stating that the sum of 

€1.9 million had been received from ECHO. This funding 

will enable them to respond to sudden emergencies in 

CAR by pre-positioning drinking water, hygiene and 

sanitation equipment and therapeutic food. 

"This support comes at a critical time as recent political 

and natural events have weakened the resilience of 

vulnerable people. Without prompt and well-coordinated 

assistance, even a minor shock could lead to increased 

morbidity and mortality, especially among children and 

women” said UNICEF CAR Representative Souleymane 

Diabate. 

According to the UN Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs, more than 65,000 Central Africans 

are displaced within the country because of flooding and 

regional conflict. Displacement can easily lead to other 

crises, such as the nutrition and food security emergency 

currently in the North. 

UNICEF will start pre-positioning emergency relief 

supplies in the capital Bangui and in the coming months 

will coordinate with NGO partners to plan for life-saving 

interventions. 

“A main objective is to ensure that rapid onset 

emergencies are managed with the utmost skill and 

efficiency. The coordinated Rapid Response Mechanism 

is designed to maximize resources and effort, helping to 

avert catastrophes in regions where government and/or 

local capacity are lacking,” said ECHO CAR 

Representative Pascal Mounier. 

The estimated number of people who can be reached by 

the Rapid Response Mechanism is 42,500, including 

2,500 children aged 6-59 months with severe acute 

malnutrition among the displaced, refugees, victims of 

natural disasters or epidemics and other vulnerable 

groups. 

Contact Linda Tom: ltom@unicef.org for more 

information. 
  

mailto:carpy@un.org
mailto:housainou.taal@wfp.org
mailto:ltom@unicef.org
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Coordination 

2013 CAR Consolidated Appeal Process 

Preparations for the 2013 CAR Consolidated Appeal 

Process (CAP) began on 12 September after a meeting 

with cluster leads and co-leads. This process is inclusive 

and the participation of all stakeholders is highly 

encouraged. 

A CAP workshop was organized from 2 to 3 October in 

Bangui, attended by the humanitarian community in CAR, 

consisting of Government representatives, UN agencies, 

national and international NGOs and ECHO. During the 

workshop, participants actively discussed and derived the 

2013 humanitarian strategy. The various sectorial 

strategies were discussed. Furthermore, the gender 

marker tool was introduced to participants, enabling them 

to measure and monitor gender mainstreaming in their 

activities.  

Participants during a working session. Photo: OCHA 

The 2013 humanitarian response strategy focuses on 

increasing access to immediate life-saving assistance to 

populations affected by humanitarian crisis. While the 

second strategic objective aims to encourage integrated 

recovery activities in post-conflict areas. 

 

The international community is urged not to fail the 1.9 

million people (nearly half of the country’s population) in 

dire need of assistance by funding the 2012 revised CAP 

requesting US$124 million, which is currently funded at 

US$71 million or 58%.  

 

The 2012 CAP is currently funded at 58%.  

 

Contact Abdoulaye Sawadogo: sawadogoa@un.org or 

Lauren Paletta: paletta@un.orgfor more information. Visit 

the site for more information http://fts.unocha.org. 

CERF funding 

A total of US$34,263,764 CERF funding was allocated to 

nine countries in West and Central Africa during the third 

quarter of the year (Q3). The recipient countries include 

the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), which 

received nearly 55 per cent of the funding and Mali, 

Sierra Leone, CAR, Cameroon, Cote d’Ivoire, Guinea, 

Niger, and Ghana.  

During Q3 of this year, US$152.1 million of CERF funding 

was allocated to West and Central African countries 

(36.5% of overall CERF allocations worldwide). 

The CERF is a funding mechanism that enables a rapid 

and effective response to humanitarian emergencies. 

 

Visit the following link for more information 

http://ochaonline.un.org/Default.aspx?alias=ochaonline.u

n.org/cerf. 
 

For more information or to contribute to this bulletin, 
please contact: 
OCHA Bangui, CAR 
 
Laura Fultang, Information & Donor Liaison Officer 

fultangl@un.org 
+236 70 18 80 64 
 
Gisèle Willybiro-Maïdou, Information Assistant  

willybiro@un.org 
+236 70 18 80 61 
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