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HIGHLIGHTS 

• Two children escape from the LRA

• Update on IDP situation in Bangassou

• The consolidation of the south-east
Zemio 

Background and Security 

Two children escape from the LRA 

On 21 October, a 16-year-old girl from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) captured
Resistance Army (LRA) around Dungu (DRC)
escaped in Dembia (Haut-Mbomou prefecture
east). The girl transported by the Ugandan 
to Djemah (Haut-Mbomou prefecture, south
being transferred to Obo (Haut-Mbomou 
south-east) where the NGO Cooperazione Internazionale 
(COOPI) is undertaking her care. 

On 28 October, a 17 year old Congolese 
by the LRA escaped in Obo. This boy is
support by COOPI. 

Humanitarians attacked on the Kabo / Batangafo

On 29 October, on the Kabo/Batangafo (north
unidentified armed men attacked a convoy led by the 
NGO Solidarités International. This attack comes as 
humanitarian actors have just resumed
this area. 

In June 2012, humanitarians had temporarily suspended 
their programs on that road because of recurring ac
violence. 
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Humanitarian / Development activities

Protecting children in Emergencies 

The risk of abuse and exploitation of vulnerable children 
increases when crises and disasters arise. 
in the southeastern part of the Central African 
(CAR), the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) has abducted 
children, forcing them to serve as porters, fighters, and 
sex slaves. 

The United States Agency for International Development 
(USAID) / Office of Disaster Assistance Abroad (OFDA) 
through Mercy Corps and the U
Fund (UNICEF), implements activities for child protection 
and psychosocial support for displaced communities and 
victims of violence. These take into account 
activated, communities where children have been 
abducted by the LRA. 

USAID/OFDA is also supporting community
committees that monitor and assist vulnerable children, 
school enrollment programs for displaced children and 
psychosocial support activities.
(Mbomou prefecture, south-
trained community volunteers to facilitate sports and 
learning activities allowing children to interact with their 
peers in child friendly spaces. 

In 2012, USAID/OFDA provided more than $25.5 million 
for protection activities, including
seven United Nations (UN) 
protection initiatives worldwide
child protection, prevention of and response to gender
based violence (GBV), psychosocial support, and 
protection coordination and advocacy activities.

USAID/OFDA information products are available at 
http://transition.usaid.gov/our_work/humanitarian_assista
nce/disaster_assistance/sectors/

The reunification of the south

The CAR Government has decided to expand the 
refugee camp in the city of Zemio (Haut
prefecture, south-east) in order to receive refugees from 
the towns of Mboki and Obo (Haut
Development work in this area, 
and other infrastructure are underway before the launch 
of this operation which will begin

A large number of Central African Armed Forces (FACA) 
elements have been deployed to ensure security and 
convoy escorts to Zemio. Regarding access to land, the 
national authorities have granted land to enable refugees 
to conduct agricultural activities. The reunification 
Haut-Mbomou camps meets one concern: to better 
protect and assist refugees of Mboki and Obo.

The poor condition of roads between Mboki, Obo and 
Zemio, makes it extremely difficult to transport food and 
other items to refugees, especially during the rainy 
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south -east refugees in Zemio 

The CAR Government has decided to expand the 
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season. The reunification of these camps will therefore 
allow UNHCR and its partners to provide adequate 
protection and assistance according to standards 
required. The choice of Zemio is also linked to the 
proximity of various humanitarian actors present in this 
locality and its accessibility from Bangui for logistic 
support. UNHCR and partners will no longer require 
military escort to reach the refugees. 

In 2009, Congolese refugees have fled the DRC Bas-
Uele District, Orientale Province to run off attacks and 
atrocities perpetrated by the LRA rebels. They’ve sought 
refuge in the Haut-Mbomou prefecture in Mboki, Obo and 
Zemio. 

Contact Djerassem Mbaiorem: mbaiorem@unhcr.org for 
more information. 

Updated map of refugees and IDPs in CAR 

Map of population displacement available on the website HDPT 

CAR: http://hdptcar.net/fr/cartes 

Contact Lauren Paletta: paletta@un.org for more 
information. 

Coordination 

Update on the situation of IDPs in Bangassou 

In March 2012, thousands of people from Fodé, 
Mandabazouma, Nzako, Ouanda, Rafai and Zobémbari 
sought refuge in Bangassou (south-east) to preserve 
from LRA attacks. On 31 October, the United Nations 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(UNOCHA) visited the internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
site in Bangassou to inquire about their living conditions. 

According to the president of LRA’s victims association, 
there are nearly 1,480 former IDPs and 1,309 new IDPs 
including 92 who arrived in the town on 3 October. 

Expressed needs of IDPs by sector: 

• Education: Most parents cannot pay for their 
children’s school fees. Some children are supported 
by Mercy Corps, but many may lose the school year. 

• Food: IDPs work in plantations and gain 300 CFAF 
(less than $1) per day. This amount is insufficient to 
meet their families’ needs. 

• Food Security: The displaced would like to get back 
into farming and to obtain cultivable land, equipment 
and seeds for the next season. 

• Health: The IDPs do not have access to health care 
because consultations and treatments are charged. 
This situation led to the death of about 10 displaced 
children. Pregnant women don’t have access to 
antenatal care. 

• Non-food items: The displaced people arrived in 
Bangassou without any kitchen utensil, clothes, etc. 
Most of the displaced women lack of dignity kits. 

• Protection: Many women and girls engage in 
prostitution because of poverty and are pregnant. 
Children work to survive and aid agencies stated that 
there are 32 unaccompanied children among the 
IDPs. 

• Recovery: IDPs are seeking support to enable them 
to undertake income-generating activities (IGAs), 
thereby reducing their vulnerability. 

• Shelter: Wood for construction is hard to find in the 
city and its surroundings because forests are 
privately owned. IDPs are living in host families in 
small houses. Some families host up to 32 IDPs. 

OCHA was also able to discuss with stakeholders in the 
region such as Merlin, Catholic Organisation for Relief 
and Development Aid (CORDAID), Community 
Humanitarian Emergency Board (COHEB) and Mercy 
Corps. 

Their recommendations to other partners: 

• Advocating for child protection; 

• Advocating with national authorities for IDPs’ health 
care; 

• Pleading for some UN agencies to support internally 
displaced women specific needs in terms of dignity 
kits and clothing; 

• Improving and providing greater access to education 
for displaced children. 

Contact Amy Martin: martin23@un.org or Benamse: 
benamse@un.org for more information. 
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