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HIGHLIGHTS 
• Conflict between CPJP and UFDR rebels 

• International Day of Peace 

• OCHA organises a 2012 CAP workshop 

Background and security 
 
Conflict between CPJP and UFDR rebels 
The situation in the north eastern region has further 
deteriorated since the Convention des Patriotes pour la 
Justice et la Paix (CPJP) rebels attacked the Forces 
Démocratiques pour le Rassemblement (UFDR) on 09 
September in the town of Boromata, Vakaga prefecture. 
Here is a list of attacks: 
 
CPJP attacks UFDR attacks 
-09/09: Boromata 
-11/09: Bria 
-14/09: Takes over 
control of Bria 
-16/09: Nzako 

-10/09: Sam 
Ouandja/Ouadda 
- 12/09: Bria  
-16/09: Nzako 
-17/09:Sikikédé  
-18/09: Bria  

-19/09: UFDR returns to Bornou and takes over control of 
Bria.  
-20/09: The population of Bria March for Peace. 
 
Preliminary information estimates that persistent violence 
over the last two weeks has led to the displacement of 
over 15,000 people. It is also estimated that about 
130,000 people are either directly or indirectly affected by 
the conflicts. The Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and humanitarian partners 
are presently planning a rapid assessment mission to 
Bria. The aim is to assess the impact of these conflicts on 
social basic structures, houses destroyed and internal 
displacements.  
 
The UN calls for an immediate cease-fire  
In a Press Release issued on 20 September, the United 
Nations (UN) Special Representative of the Secretary 
General in CAR expressed concern over the ongoing 
conflict in the North East. «The UN condemns the loss of 
life and damage to property caused by the clashes. In 
this regard, the UN therefore calls for the respect of the 
right to protect persons and goods, particularly for 
vulnerable populations including women and children. 
The two parties in conflict, the CPJP and UFDR both 
signatories of ceasefire and peace agreements with the 
Government, should take all necessary measures to end 
the fighting with immediate effect and to respect their 
commitments. Moreover, the UN urges the UFDR and 
CPJP groups to quickly resolve this crisis peacefully». 
 
Contact Aissatou Toure, tourea@un.org for more 
information. 

 

 Humanitarian / Development activities 
 
International Day of Peace 
On 21 September, the Central African Government and 
its international partners celebrated the International Day 
of Peace under the patronage of His Excellency François 
Bozize, President of the Central African Republic. The 
ceremony was held under the theme «Peace and 
Democracy: make your voice heard». The beginning of 
the celebration was marked by a March with the Flame of 
Peace which was symbolically handed over to the Head 
of State by the UN Special Representative of the 
Secretary General, Margaret Vogt. Speeches were 
delivered at the National Assembly. 
 
In the Sango (CAR local language) version of his speech, 
the President invited Central Africans to promote peace 
in the country. He recalled that: «A country can only be 
built in an atmosphere of peace, but for peace to reign, 
we should love each other. We need a peaceful 
environment in order to work, go to the farm, engage in 
animal husbandry and to be happy». 
 
Ms Vogt reiterated the UN Secretary General’s message 
on peace which declares that this is an annual day of 
«non-violence and cease-fire. The UN invites all nations 
and people to honour a cessation of hostilities». With 
regards to the conflict in the North East of CAR, she 
explained that these conflicts could «jeopardize progress 
made in the peace process…that is why the UN launched 
a solemn appeal to the parties in conflict, to permanently 
resolve their differences and to embark on establishment 
lasting peace. Only stability will enable CAR to continue 
its path towards achieving sustainable development». 
 
Contact Aissatou Toure, tourea@un.org for more 
information. 
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UNICEF and BINUCA promote Child Protection  
The Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism on Grave 
Violations Against Children in Situations of Armed conflict 
(MRM) Working Group, led by UNICEF and BINUCA has 
significantly increased its activities in CAR.  From 24 to 
29 August, the UNICEF Child Protection section 
deployed the MRM team to Obo (south eastern CAR, 
affected by activities of the Lord’s Resistance Army -
LRA). The purpose of the mission was to assess 
violations of children’s rights, map sources of information, 
and train the Uganda’s People Defence Forces (UPDF) 
on the six grave violations against children in armed 
conflict situations and on the MRM. The team also 
interviewed LRA victims. 
 
On 21 September, 27 participants representing UN 
Agencies, local and international NGOs attended an 
MRM training organised by UNICEF in Bangui. 
Participants were selected while taking into consideration 
their capacity to support the mechanism through active 
information sharing and programmatic response planning 
activities.  Discussion sessions were held on MRM 
principles and procedures. 
 
UNICEF and BINUCA are also currently engaging with 
representatives from l' Armée Populaire pour la 
Restauration de la Démocratie (APRD) and the CPJP for 
the release of children in their ranks. Additionally, 
UNICEF is conducting three-day trainings for security 
officials and defence forces on the rights of children, with 
an MRM component. The MRM Country Task Force is 
currently reviewing its work plan.  

Contact Gabriele De Gaudenzi, gdegaudenzi@unicef.org 
for more information. 

Coordination  
The Telecommunication Cluster 
The Telecommunication cluster in CAR is chaired by the 
World Food Programme (WFP). This cluster aims to 
facilitate humanitarian operations, to strengthen the 
capacity of cluster members and the humanitarian 
community in the domain of Information and 
Communication Technologies (ICT). Cost reduction is 
also one of the main priorities of this cluster, particularly 
with regards to maintenance contracts, mass purchasing 
and to improve the provision of services to international 
NGOs and UN agencies users.  
Telecommunication cluster achievements 2010-2011: 
• Emergency management, Communication and 

Information & Technology Training (IT); 
• Implement emergency telecommunication projects; 
• Provide ICT support to UN agencies and NGO users 

by installing HF / VHF radios following UN standards; 
• Re-establish internet connection in Ndélé. 
Challenges: 
• Share human and material resources; 
• Set up a common ICT management operation and 

backup centre;  
• Set up a common training and capacity building 

centre; 
• Establish joint local resources. 
Prospects: 
• Establish a training program in telecommunication 

and computing; 
• Issue ICT driver’s license to participants; 
• Negotiate a common humanitarian frequency; 

• Negotiate with the Central African energy company 
(ENERCA) on the setup of high-voltage  
transformers for humanitarian workers; 

• Update ICTWG information on the HDPT intranet; 
• Lean from the One UN experience in Tanzania.  

Contact Romuald Sawadogo, 
Romuald.Sawadogo@wfp.org for more information. 

OCHA organises a 2012 CAP workshop 
The 2012 Consolidated Appeal workshop (CAP) was held 
in Bangui on15 and 16 September with the participation 
of humanitarian actors (UN agencies, national and 
international NGOs), Government representatives and 
donors including the European Commission 
Humanitarian Aid Office (ECHO) and the Swedish 
International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA). 
The workshop enabled humanitarian partners to discuss 
the humanitarian strategy for the country and sector 
strategies for 2012. The following two strategic objectives 
were identified to guide humanitarian action in the 
country in 2012: 
- Ensure that populations and people affected by conflict 
and other humanitarian crises have access to basic 
services and promote the respect of their fundamental 
human rights. 
- Strengthen their resilience capacity and support the 
empowerment of people affected by crisis 
 
The Gender Marker tool was presented to participants to 
enable them to measure and monitor gender 
mainstreaming and gender-based violence in their 
activities. This will ensure that projects respond to the 
specific needs of women, men, girls and boys. The 
document should be finalized by the end of October. 
 
Contact Abdoulaye Sawadogo, sawadogoa@un.org for 
more information. 
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