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HIGHLIGHTS 

• IDP & Refugee Population Movement 

• Recruitment of children in armed conflict 

• 2011 CAP Mid-year review 

 

Background and  security 

IDP & Refugee Population Movement  

On 29 July, clashes between the Front Populaire pour le 
Redressement (FPR) and the Front Démocratique du 
Peuple Centrafricain (FDPC) on the Kabo / Moyenne-
Sido (Ouham prefecture, North West) road, led to 
population displacement. Following the conflict, internally 
displaced persons from Kete Sido (Ouham prefecture), 
sought refuge in Kabo (Ouham prefecture). Their number 
is estimated at 410 people, or 80 households. The NGO 
Médecins Sans Frontières/Spain (MSF-E) has provided 
these refugees with an initial humanitarian assistance 
consisting of Non-Food-Items (NFIs). 

It was also reported that some 20 families fled the region 
to seek refuge in neighboring Chad. The Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) continues 
to monitor the situation with partners in Kabo. 

In the Bamingui Bangoran prefecture (North), from 09 to 
10 July, the Danish Refugee Council (DRC) registered 11 
households of Central African refugees who voluntarily 
returned to Ndélé from Daha (Chad). These refugees 
who criticize the difficult living conditions in the host 
country, decided to return because they did not want to 
be transferred by the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) to a new site in Haraze (Chad). 

Humanitarian / Development activities 

Dignity kits for women and refugee girls   

Southern Sudanese refugees who sought refuge in the 
Central African Republic (CAR) in 2007 were located at a 
Sam Ouandja (Haute-Kotto prefecture, North East) site. 
In November, due to recurrent attacks in the region, 
these refugees were transferred by the UNHCR to the 
Pladama (Ouaka  prefecture, South East) site. 

The site has nearly 2,000 refugees of whom about 800 
are women and girls. On 23 July, during a ceremony led 
by UNHCR in Pladama, the United Nations Population 
Fund (UNFPA) offered dignity kits to these refugee 
Sudanese women and girls. The kits consisted of: sheets, 
blankets, mosquito nets, cloths, buckets, laundry soap, 
lotion, toothpaste, etc.  

Contact Julie Imafidon, imafidon@unfpa.org for more 
information.  

Recruitment of children in armed conflict   

The United Nations (UN) Security Council’s Working 
Group on Children and Armed Conflict has expressed 
concern over continuing violations of children’s rights in 
CAR and urged all armed groups in the country to 
immediately cease the practice. The chair of the UN body 
urged all the groups to develop time-bound action plans 
on the removal of children in armed groups, in line with 
the Council’s previous resolutions.  

Specifically addressing the group known as the Armée 
Populaire pour la restauration de la Démocratie (APRD), 
the Working Group welcomed the removal of children 
from its ranks, urging it to ensure the “comprehensive 
and definitive release of all remaining children.”  

Addressing the Union des Forces Démocratiques pour le 
Rassemblement (UFDR), the Front Démocratique du 
Peuple Centrafricain (FDPC) and the Mouvement des 
Libérateurs Centrafricains pour la Justice (MLJC), the 
Working Group voiced concern over ongoing recruitment 
of children and other violations against children and 
called upon the three groups to immediately cease the 
abuses and enter into dialogue with the UN.  

The Working Group also expressed concern over the lack 
of humanitarian access in areas under the control of the 
Convention des Patriotes pour la Justice et la Paix 
(CPJP) in the north-eastern part of the country, as well as 
persistent reports of recruitment of children.  

The Working Group welcomed the announcement of a 
ceasefire by CPJP, and encouraged the faction to start 
dialogue with the Government with a view to signing the 
Libreville Comprehensive Peace Agreement.  

It strongly condemned abuses against children committed 
by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), including 
recruitment, rape and other forms of sexual violence and 
abductions in the south-eastern and eastern areas of 
CAR.  

Addressing the Government, the Working Group 
expressed serious concern over the recruitment and use 
of children by local self-defense militias. The Group 
called upon the Government to reiterate their prohibition 
of the practice, ensure the immediate and unconditional 
release of all children associated with those groups, and 
to deny support for militias that recruit and use children.  

Support to unemployed youth in the Haute-Kotto   

From 18 to 19 July, the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the 
Diocesan Caritas of Bambari organized a mission to 
monitor activities in the Bria (Haute-Kotto prefecture, 
South East) vocational training center. In order to support 
unemployed youth in the prefecture, this program is 
funded by UNESCO and is being implemented by Caritas 
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Centrafrique. The main objective of the vocational 
training center is to train youth in various domains 
including: mechanics, metal construction and masonry. 
Following a test, out of the 60 successful applicants 
seven were girls. See table below: 

 
Fields Boys Girls  Total  
Carpentary 18 02 20 
Building 18 02 20 
Metal 
Construction  

17 03 20 

Total  53 07 60 

Contact Gerard Morry Sed Tockoro, 
caritasbambari@yahoo.fr for more information. 

Closure of the Comité d’Aide Médicale  Office  

On 28 July, Comité d’Aide Médicale (CAM) announced 
that it was obliged to close all its offices worldwide due to 
financial reasons. Consequently, the CAR CAM office 
has been closed after operating in the country since 
2007. From 2007 to 2009, CAM carried out activities in 
Birao (Vakaga prefecture, North East). It later 
implemented projects in Mboki and Obo (Haut-Mbomou 
prefecture, South East).  

OCHA is meeting with members of the health cluster to 
identify potential partners that can continue the projects 
which were being implemented by CAM.  

Coordination 

2011 CAP Mid-year review  

On 20 July, the global Consolidated Appeals Process 
(CAP) mid-year review was launched in Geneva.  

The three main objectives under the common 
humanitarian strategy for CAR remain: saving lives, 
protection, and early recovery.  

The mid-year review (MYR) of the CAP includes 13 new 
projects, mainly addressing the evolving situation in the 
north-east. As of 30 June, US$59 million (43%) of funding 
was recorded against the revised requirements of $139 
million. Unfortunately on 05 August, the CAR CAP 
funding status is still at 43%. 

The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) in CAR, and all 
the organizations, urges donors to extend their support to 
addressing the basic needs of a highly vulnerable 
population which continues to be largely neglected. 

Nutrition cluster 

The Nutrition cluster aims to strengthen the capacity of 
stakeholders in the management of acute malnutrition 
and micronutrient deficiencies in CAR. The cluster also 
assists in enhancing nutritional surveillance mechanisms, 
coordination and partnership mechanisms in responding 
to identified nutritional emergencies. Finally, the cluster 

also helps to improve feeding practices for infants, young 
children and particularly in the context of HIV / AIDS.  

Nutrition cluster achievements 2010-2011: 

• Support for malnourished children; 23 Therapeutic 
Feeding Centre (TFC) and 88 Mobile Therapeutic 
Feeding Centers (MTFC) are operational. Some 
4,294 malnourished children suffering from acute 
severe malnutrition have been admitted and treated 
in the Therapeutic Feeding Centers from January to 
June 2011;  

Comparison of admissions TFC / MTFC 2010-2011; 

 

• Staff training for NGOs such as Actions Contre la 
Faim (ACF), International Medical Corps (IMC), 
International Rescue Committee (IRC) and Merlin; 

• Develop training modules based on the World Health 
Organization (WHO) standards; 

• Review the cluster action plan; 

• Develop a nutrition contingency plan.  

Challenges: 

• Lack of funding for community nutrition activities; 

• Motivation of health workers for nutrition activities. 

Prospects: 

• Continue training activities; 

• Finalize nutrition contingency plan; 

• Establish a data collection and management system 
at the community health level, regional and 
prefectural health services; 

• Organize joint missions; 

• Open new Therapeutic Feeding Centers  

Contact Elisabeth Zanou, ezanou@unicef.org for more 
information. 
 

For more information or for contributions to this newsletter, please 
contact: UN OCHA Bangui, CAR  
Laura Fultang- Information & Donor Liaison Officer| fultangl@un.org  
+236 70 18 80 64 
Gisèle Willybiro- Maïdou- Information Assistant | willybiro@un.org | 
+236 70 18 80 61
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Case Study: Empowering refugees through agricultural activities  
On 06 July, a joint monitoring mission examined the implementation of COOPI’s project entitled:”Improving Agricultural Livelihoods 
for Refugees and Vulnerable Households in Mongoumba Sub-Prefecture”. This mission consisted of UNHCR, FAO, COOPI and 
OCHA. The main objective was to monitor the activities of this project funded by both the Humanitarian Aid department of the 
European Commission (ECHO) and the Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF), managed by OCHA under the leadership of the 
Humanitarian Coordinator. By inviting its humanitarian partners to participate in this mission, COOPI is ensuring transparency and 
accountability in its operations. 
 
From November 2009, the Mongoumba sub-prefecture faced an influx of Congolese refugees due to its proximity to the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC). A massive number of refugees (initially 17,500 persons) who escaped armed conflict in the DRC were 
readily received on Central African soil. Nevertheless, upon arrival they were confronted with a few challenges including; poor 
access to land for cultivation, scarcity of food in markets and high food prices. This situation gradually led to the deterioration of the 
living conditions of both refugees and inhabitants of the Mongoumba sub-prefecture in general. Consequently, as food security 
worsened in the region, the majority of the population became highly dependent on humanitarian aid. In order to assist in restoring 
the autonomy of this affected population, COOPI decided to implement this project aimed at empowering beneficiaries while also 
boosting their livelihoods.  
 
COOPI’s innovative food security project targets both refugees in Batalimo and host communities (3,500 households and 8 farming 
training centres), in order to avoid discrimination and any possible intercommunity conflicts. This strategy is in line with the 
humanitarian principle which aims to ‘do no harm’. The project strengthens social cohesion through support to local and refugee 
farming groups. Groups receive technical support and training, farming tools and planting seeds which increase agricultural 
production in the region. Income generating activities such as vegetable gardens, seed multiplication, poultry and goat breeding are 
also being carried out. They render beneficiaries more autonomous, and less dependent on humanitarian food distributions. It also 
builds livelihoods, improves financial capacity to access basic social services and reduces their vulnerability. Most importantly, 
COOPI’s project is implemented simultaneously with food distribution funded by WFP and UNHCR, enabling beneficiaries to 
preserve seeds for the next planting season.  
 
As the project reaches completion, the following achievements have been made: with regards to Market Gardening, about 57 
refugee groups cultivated crops on 2,940 farm beds on 15m2 ha of land for 1,409 beneficiaries while 44 local groups planted on 
1,119 farm beds for 831 beneficiaries. Community Farming was equally successful as 70 local groups harvested 167.55 ha of 
peanuts, maize and cassava (20 tons, 4.2 tons and 4,250 cassava cuttings respectively). In total, the project benefited 182 farming 
groups (refugees and host population) consisting of 4,130 households. This project has been pivotal in introducing the cultivation of 
new food crops in the region. Previously, inhabitants of Mongoumba and Batalimo mostly planted spinach and amarinth implying 
that they bought other vegetables from the market. With COOPI’s new initiative, beneficiaries planted and harvested a variety of 
vegetables including; lettuce, tomatoes, cabbage, cucumber, watermelon, onions, carrots, green beans, okra, eggplant and leeks.  
 
The mission met with a few farming groups in the Batalimo refugee site. Most groups expressed profound gratitude for the positive 
changes this project has made to their lives. The leader of one group, (see picture below) stated: “We urge the international 
community to continue supporting COOPI’s project. Our harvests do not only enable us to feed our families but we are now able to 
sell some food crops in the local market. Most importantly, we preserve seeds for the next planting season”. Although the majority 
of groups are highly satisfied with the project, they also expressed some challenges and constraints. Firstly, insufficient land for 
cultivation limits their agricultural capacity. Considering that these refugees rely on the benevolence of land owners, they continue 
to request for more land to be made available to them. The Mayor himself offered 12 ha of land and encouraged others to do the 
same. Secondly, the lack of water on the Batalimo site and unfavourable climatic conditions renders market gardening difficult. 
Finally, farm theft is rampant and discouraging to farmers whose foodstuff gets stolen. 
 
After implementing the project over the past 15 months, COOPI is ceasing this activity for financial reasons. Unfortunately, there is 
still a persistent need to continue food security assistance because the security situation along the border with the DRC is not 
favourable for the return of over 6,000 Congolese refugees. It is therefore crucial to ensure that COOPI continues to assist affected 
population to improve their livelihood and to gain autonomy through food security interventions. Nevertheless, discussions are 
presently ongoing between COOPI and UNHCR to ensure the continuity of food security activities in the region.  
For more information about the project, please contact COOPI: Damiano Lotteria, CAR Head of Mission, cm.rca@coopi.org 
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